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   Listening Grade 7
Task A.1 (non-adaptable) 


Teacher’s Notes  
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“I can understand longer passages and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 
Instructions Learners listen to an extract from a Spanish radio interview. They 


answer the questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box,  
A, B or C. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 A 


2 C 
3 B 
4 B 
5 A 


 


  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Listening Grade 7 task A.2 may be used. 


 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 7
Task A.1


Name:  
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You will hear a radio interview with Lucía about living abroad. Listen to the interview and look at 
the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick ( ) in the box. You must 
not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: Lucía went to  


A England.  
B France.  


C Canada.  
 
1 


 
Where did Lucía live in the foreign country? 


 


A with a family  


B on her own  


C with other students  


 
2 


 
What job did Lucía do? 


 


A She taught Spanish.  


B She looked after children.  


C She worked in a café.  


 
3 


 
One problem Lucía had was that she  


 


A  was badly paid.  


B  got lost.  


C  became ill.  


 
4 


 
Lucía advises other people going abroad to  


 


A make lots of friends.  


B stay positive.  


C learn the language in advance.  


 
5 


 
Lucía is going to look for a job as  


 


A a journalist.  


B an air hostess.  


C a teacher.  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 7
Task A.2 (non-adaptable) 


Teacher’s Notes  
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“I can understand longer passages and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 
Instructions Learners listen to an extract from a Spanish radio interview. They 


answer the questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box,  
A, B or C. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5  
  
Answers 1 A 


2 B 
3 A 
4 C 
5 B 


 


  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Listening Grade 7 task A.1 may be used. 
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   Listening Grade 7
Task A.2


Name:  
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You will hear a radio interview with Martín Sala about a film festival. Listen to the interview and 
look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick ( ) in the box. 
You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: How many people will attend the festival?  


A 2000 - 5000  


B 12000 - 15000  


C 22000 - 25000  
 
1 


 
When does the film festival take place?  


 


A in May  


B in June  


C in August  


 
2 


 
This year the festival will show more  


 


A documentaries.  


B action films.  


C historical films.  


 
3 


 
The most important prize this year is for  


 


A best young director.  


B best Spanish film.  


C best actor.  


 
4 


 
The most popular place to see the films is 


 


A the new cinema.  


B the town hall.  


C the main square.  


 
5 


 
How does Martín think the festival affects the public? 


 


A They go to the cinema more often.  


B They are more aware of foreign films.  


C They learn how films are made.  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 7 
Task B (adaptable) 


Teacher’s Notes  
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“I can understand longer passages and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 
Instructions Learners hear five people talking. They choose the phrase in 


English which matches each extract in Spanish best by writing the 
correct letter, A–G, in the box. There is one extra letter learners 
do not need to use. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 C 


2 F 
3 B 
4 E 
5 A 


 


  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word. 
The extracts can be read by the teacher or recorded, but each 
extract must be repeated only once, at a similar pace to the 
recordings for this grade and with equivalent pauses between 
each extract. 


Checklist • There are 6 extracts, the first of which is an example. 
• Extracts are of similar length to those in Grade 7 task B. 
• Extracts contain natural everyday spoken language. 
• There are 6 culturally appropriate names which match the 


order of the extracts. 
• There are 7 English phrases in random order, one of which is 


a distractor. 
• The extracts and phrases form a coherent set. 
• The distractor option is attractive. 
• Each answer is clearly correct. 
• No answer depends on knowing one key word. 
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Name:  
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You will hear five people talking. Listen and choose the letter, A–G, which matches each 
person best. Write the letter in the correct box. There is one extra letter you do not need to use. 
You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 
 
 
 
 


Example: Irene  G  
A worked hard at home. 


 
 


1 David    
B went to the gym. 


 
 


2 Carolina    
C travelled abroad. 


 
 


3 Antonio    
D saw an accident. 


 
 


4 Isabel    
E went on a bus tour. 


 
 


5 Martín    
F started a new job. 


 
 


  G went ice-skating. 
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Listening Grade 7
Task C (adaptable) 


Teacher’s Notes  
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 “I can understand longer passages and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 


Instructions Learners listen to an interview in Spanish and read five statements 
in English. In each statement one word or number has been left 
blank. Learners answer by writing the correct word or number in 
English in the space. They should write ONE word or number only. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5  
  
Answers 1 425 


2 yellow 
3 water 
4 hotel 
5 book 


 


 


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task. 
The new text can be read by the teacher or recorded, but must be 
repeated only once, at a similar pace to the recordings for this 
grade and with equivalent pauses. 
The English statements must not be a direct translation from the 
text. 


Checklist • The text of the interview is of similar text length to the 
interview in Grade 7 task C.  


• There are two pauses in the interview. 
• There are six statements in English, the first of which is an 


example. 
• The statements follow the order of the text.  
• The statements are independent from each other.  
• The statements summarise information and ideas conveyed 


by the main speaker.  
• One word in each statement has been left blank. 
• The missing information can be written using one word or 


number only. 
• Not more than one answer is a number/time/day/month. 
• Learners should not be able to guess the answer from the 


general context. 
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   Listening Grade 7
Task C


Name:  
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You will hear an interview with Raúl Gallego about a bicycle route. Listen to the interview and 
look at the statements on your answer sheet. A word or number in each statement has been left 
blank. Listen and write the correct word or number in the space.  
Write ONE word or number only. Write your answer in English. You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: Raúl Gallego earns his living as a ……………….mechanic……………….. 


  


1 The cycle route is …………………………………….……… kilometres long. 


  


2 The route is marked by …………………………………………..……… flags. 


  


3 Cyclists should carry their own ………………………………………………… 


  


4 Cyclists spend each night in a ……………………………………….………… 


  


5 Each cyclist receives a ……….................................... at the end of the trip.


  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 8
Task A.1 (non-adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes  
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“I can understand passages including some unfamiliar material  
from which I can recognise attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners listen to an extract from a Spanish radio interview. They 


answer the questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box,  
A, B or C. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5  
  
Answers 1 B 


2 A 
3 B 
4 C 
5 C 


 


 


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Listening Grade 8 task A.2 may be used. 
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   Listening Grade 8
Task A.1


Name:  
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You will hear a radio interview with Rebeca López about her company, Eloí. Listen to the 
interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick ( ) 
in the box. You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
Example: What does Rebeca’s company, Eloí, sell?  


A clothes   


B mugs  


C toys  
 
1 


 
What is special about the company, Eloí? 


 


A They work with unusual materials.  


B They create unique items.  


C They only use certain colours.  


 
2 


 
The inspiration for Rebeca’s designs came from  


 


A childhood drawings.  


B a friend’s toy collection.  


C an online fashion shop.  


 
3 


 
Rebeca started to be famous when  


 


A she graduated from college.  


B she won a contest.  


C she organized an exhibition.  


 
4 


 
Which of her creations does she like the most? 


 


A jackets  


B swimming costumes  


C t-shirts  


 
5 


 
What is her next project? 


 


A to mass-produce her designs  


B to launch a winter collection  


C to get ideas from the public  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 8
Task A.2 (non-adaptable)  


Teacher’s Notes  
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“I can understand passages including some unfamiliar material  
from which I can recognise attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners listen to an extract from a Spanish radio interview. They 


answer the questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box,  
A, B or C. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5  
  
Answers 1 A 


2 B 
3 C 
4 B 
5 A 


 


  


Adapting the task  This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.  


As an alternative, Listening Grade 8 task A.1 may be used. 
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   Listening Grade 8
Task A.2


Name:  
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You will hear a radio interview with Julián Cruz about motor racing. Listen to the interview and 
look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick ( ) in the box. 
You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: How old was Julián when he first won a competition?  


A fifteen  


B seventeen  


C nineteen   
 
1 


 
Julián started driving when his father  


 


A exchanged his motorbike for a car.   


B bought him a new car as a present.  


C borrowed a car from a friend.  


 
2 


 
When racing, Julián kept up his studies by  


 


A working harder in class.  


B hiring a private tutor.  


C going to summer school.  


 
3 


 
What does Julián like most about racing? 


 


A the sense of speed  


B travelling the world  


C winning competions  


 
4 


 
What is the most difficult aspect of Julián’s new life? 


 


A being a celebrity  


B living alone  


C training every day  


 
5 


 
What did Julián do when he went back to his home country? 


 


A He had a big party.  


B He appeared on television.  


C He went on holiday with his friends.  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 8
Task B (adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes  


 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand passages including some unfamiliar material  
from which I can recognise attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners hear five people talking. They choose the phrase in 


English which matches each extract in Spanish best by writing the 
correct letter, A–G, in the box. There is one extra letter learners 
do not need to use. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 B 


2 A 
3 G 
4 D 
5 C 


 


  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word. 
The extracts can be read by the teacher or recorded, but each 
extract must be repeated only once, at a similar pace to the 
recordings for this grade and with equivalent pauses between 
each extract. 


Checklist  • There are 6 extracts, the first of which is an example. 
• Extracts are of similar length to those in Grade 8 task B. 
• Extracts contain natural everyday spoken language. 
• There are 6 culturally appropriate names which match the 


order of the extracts. 
• There are 7 English phrases in random order, one of which is 


a distractor. 
• The extracts and phrases form a coherent set. 
• The distractor option is attractive. 
• Each answer is clearly correct. 
• No answer depends on knowing one key word. 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 8
Task B


Name:  


 


© OCR 2008 


You will hear five people talking. Listen and choose the letter, A–G, which matches each 
person best. Write the letter in the correct box. There is one extra letter you do not need to use. 
You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 
 
 
 
 


Example: Raquel F  
A went to a fancy-dress party. 


  


1 Pedro   
B cooked a new recipe. 


 


2 María   
C bought a car. 


 


3 Iñaki   
D saw a movie. 


 


4 Magdalena   
E went out for a meal. 


 


5 Valentín   
F was robbed. 


 
 


  G met an old friend. 


 







 
 


 
Intermediate Spanish


Listening Grade 8
Task C (adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes  


 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand passages including some unfamiliar material  
from which I can recognise attitudes and emotions.” 


 


Instructions Learners listen to an interview in Spanish and read five statements 
in English. In each statement one word or number has been left 
blank. Learners answer by writing the correct word or number in 
English in the space. They should write ONE word or number only. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


Pass 4 out of 5  


Answers 1 retired 
2 teachers 
3 square 
4 money 
5 dinner / meal 


 


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task. 
The new text can be read by the teacher or recorded, but must be 
repeated only once, at a similar pace to the recordings for this 
grade and with equivalent pauses. 
The English statements must not be a direct translation from the 
text. 


Checklist  • The text of the interview is of similar text length to the 
interview in Grade 8 task C.  


• There are two pauses in the interview. 
• There are six statements in English, the first of which is an 


example. 
• The statements follow the order of the text.  
• The statements are independent from each other.  
• The statements summarise information and ideas conveyed 


by the main speaker.  
• One word in each statement has been left blank. 
• The missing information can be written using one word or 


number only. 
• Not more than one answer is a number/time/day/month. 
• Learners should not be able to guess the answer from the 


general context. 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 8
Task C


Name:  


 


© OCR 2008 


You will hear an interview with Flora Pedraza about a sculpture contest in the town of 
Cantalpino. Listen to the interview and look at the statements on your answer sheet. A word or 
number in each statement has been left blank. Listen and write the correct word or number in 
the space.  
Write ONE word or number only. Write your answer in English. You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: The deadline for entering the contest is …...……Tuesday……...15th December. 


  


1 Only ……………………………………………………people can enter the contest. 


  


2 The winners of the contest are chosen by a group of ……………………...……… 


  


3 The winning sculpture will be exhibited in the ……………………………………… 


  


4 The prize for the winners is ……………………………………………………………


  


5 After the prizes have been awarded, there will be a ……………………….……… 


  
 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 9
Task A.1 (non-adaptable)  


Teacher’s Notes  


 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand the gist of a range of authentic passages in familiar contexts.” 
 


Instructions Learners listen to an extract from a Spanish radio interview. They 
answer the questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box,  
A, B or C. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5  
  
Answers 1 B 


2 C 
3 A 
4 C 
5 B 


 


  


Adapting the task  This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied. 


As an alternative, Listening Grade 9 task A.2 may be used. 


 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 9
Task A.1


Name:  
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You will hear a radio interview with Jorge about his fruit and vegetable company. Listen to the 
interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick ( ) 
in the box. You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: How long has Jorge owned the company?  


A seven years  
B eight years  


C nine years  
 
1 


 
Why did Jorge start to grow vegetables? 


 


A because he was unemployed  


B because he was given some land  


C because he wanted to help his brother  


 
2 


 
At the beginning, where did Jorge sell his vegetables? 


 


A in a small shop  


B at the market  


C outside his front door  


 
3 


 
Customers heard about Jorge’s business  


 


A by word of mouth recommendation.  


B through an advertisement in a newspaper.  


C in a television programme.  


 
4 


 
Jorge’s company is special because it  


 


A produces organic vegetables.  


B uses traditional farming methods.  


C donates money to charity.  


 
5 


 
What will Jorge do in the immediate future? 


 


A begin producing wine  


B open a restaurant  


C start breeding animals  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 9
Task A.2 (non-adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes  
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“I can understand the gist of a range of authentic passages in familiar contexts.” 
 
Instructions Learners listen to an extract from a Spanish radio interview. They 


answer the questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box,  
A, B or C. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5  
  
Answers 1 B 


2 B 
3 A 
4 C 
5 C 


 


  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Listening Grade 9 task A.1 may be used. 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 9
Task A.2


Name:  
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You will hear a radio interview with Guillermo Casillas, about his life as a football player. Listen 
to the interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a 
tick ( ) in the box. You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: What did Guillermo want to be when he was a child?  


A a firefighter  


B an actor  


C a policeman  
 
1 


 
What does Guillermo like most about being a famous football player? 
A earning a high salary  


B having plenty of free time  


C appearing on television  


 
2 


 
What does Guillermo do the day before an important match? 
A He trains for three hours.  


B He takes a relaxing bath.  


C He reads a good book.  


 
3 


 
According to Guillermo, what do footballers need in order to win? 
A physical fitness  


B excellent coaching  


C a good team spirit  


 
4 


 
How does Guillermo react to the fans’ criticism? 


 


A He feels hurt.  


B He tries to prove them wrong.  


C He takes no notice.  


 
5 


 
In his spare time Guillermo  


 


A rides horses.  


B plays golf.  


C watches football.  







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 9
Task B (adaptable) 


Teacher’s Notes  


 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand the gist of a range of authentic passages in familiar contexts.” 
 
Instructions Learners hear five people talking. They choose the phrase in 


English which matches each extract in Spanish best by writing the 
correct letter, A–G, in the box. There is one extra letter learners 
do not need to use. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 C 


2 G 
3 D 
4 A 
5 F 


 


  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word. 
The extracts can be read by the teacher or recorded, but each 
extract must be repeated only once, at a similar pace to the 
recordings for this grade and with equivalent pauses between 
each extract. 


Checklist • There are 6 extracts, the first of which is an example. 
• Extracts are of similar length to those in Grade 9 task B. 
• Extracts contain natural everyday spoken language. 
• There are 6 culturally appropriate names which match the 


order of the extracts. 
• There are 7 English phrases in random order, one of which is     


a distractor. 
• The extracts and phrases form a coherent set. 
• The distractor option is attractive. 
• Each answer is clearly correct. 
• No answer depends on knowing one key word. 







 
 


Intermediate Spanish
Listening Grade 9 


Task B


Name: 
 


© OCR 2008 


You will hear five people talking. Listen and choose the letter, A–G, which matches each 
person best. Write the letter in the correct box. There is one extra letter you do not need to use. 
You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 
 
 
 
 


Example: Sandra  E  
A got a good job. 


  


1 Santiago   
B visited a friend. 


2 Amparo   
C got up early. 


3 Javier   
D went shopping. 


4 Montse   
E finished a degree course. 


5 Diego   
F has a new hairstyle. 


 
 


  G argued with a friend. 







 
          


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 9
Task C (adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes  


 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand the gist of a range of authentic passages in familiar contexts.” 
 


Instructions Learners listen to an interview in Spanish and read five 
statements in English. In each statement one word or number has 
been left blank. Learners answer by writing the correct word or 
number in English in the space. They should write ONE word or 
number only. Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with 
one example. 
When the learners are ready the teacher starts the recording. 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has 
been recorded twice, so the teacher should not stop the recording 
once it has started. 


Pass 4 out of 5 


Answers 1 police / detectives 
2 German / Germany 
3 telephone 
4 crime 
5 8 (pm) 


 


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task. 
The new text can be read by the teacher or recorded, but must be 
repeated only once, at a similar pace to the recordings for this 
grade and with equivalent pauses. 
The English statements must not be a direct translation from the 
text. 


Checklist  • The text of the interview is of similar text length to the 
interview in Grade 9 task C.  


• There are two pauses in the interview. 
• There are six statements in English, the first of which is an 


example. 
• The statements follow the order of the text.  
• The statements are independent from each other.  
• The statements summarise information and ideas conveyed 


by the main speaker.  
• One word in each statement has been left blank. 
• The missing information can be written using one word or 


number only. 
• Not more than one answer is a number/time/day/month. 
• Learners should not be able to guess the answer from the 


general context. 







 
 


Intermediate Spanish
Listening Grade 9 


Task C


Name: 
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You will hear an interview with Nuria Alba about a new television series. Listen to the interview 
and look at the statements on your answer sheet. A word or number in each statement has 
been left blank. Listen and write the correct word or number in the space.  
Write ONE word or number only. Write your answer in English. You must not use a dictionary. 
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 
 


Example: The new programme will start in the ………………autumn……………….. 


  


1 The main actors are …………………………………………...…… in real life.


  


2 The original series was produced in …………………………………...………


  


3 People who want to take part should contact the producer by ……...……...


  


4 All the episodes start with a ……………………………………………….…… 


  


5 The programme can be seen on weekdays at ……………………….……… 
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All texts for listening tasks have been recorded by native speakers on the accompanying CD. 
 
Pauses have been included at relevant intervals and the text has been recorded twice, so the 
teacher should not stop the recording once it has started.  
 
Key to tapescript: 
 
R   Rubric reader (speaking in English) 
 
M   Male voice 
 
F   Female voice 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 3 second pause 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 7 Task A.1. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
R You will hear a radio interview with Lucía about living abroad. Listen to the 


interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, by 
putting a tick in the box.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15” 
 
[BEEP]  
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
M Lucía, dinos ¿tú, a qué país fuiste? 
  
F Fui a Inglaterra. Hablo inglés y francés, pero decidí ir a Inglaterra. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
M Y una vez allí ¿dónde te alojaste? 
  
F Pues, quería vivir en un piso compartido pero no encontré nada. Por fin, me 


alojé con una familia en una casa moderna. Tenía una habitación pequeña 
pero muy bonita. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
M Y ¿qué hiciste? 
  
F Lo más importante era aprender la lengua. Pero además de ir a clase, y para 


ganar algo de dinero, trabajé de camarera en una cafetería. Lo pasé muy 
bien. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
M ¿No tuviste ningún problema? 
  
F Ah sí. Un día me robaron el bolso. Allí tenía un mapa de cómo volver a casa. 


Me perdí completamente y ¡terminé en el otro lado de la ciudad!   
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
M ¿Qué les dirías a otros jóvenes que quieren ir al extranjero? 
  
F Cuando vives fuera de casa puede ser difícil. A veces las cosas salen mal y 


no hay amigos cerca para ayudarte. Pero en mi opinión, tienes que ser 
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optimista. Es duro a veces, pero hay que continuar.  
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
M Y ¿ahora qué vas a hacer? 
  
F Me encanta viajar, y escribir también. Voy a  buscar trabajo en un periódico 


como corresponsal internacional. Hay que hablar varios idiomas y ¡es lo que 
me gusta! 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 7 TASK A.1] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 7 Task A.1. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 7 Task A.2. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
R You will hear a radio interview with Martín Sala about a film festival. Listen to 


the interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or 
C, by putting a tick in the box.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15”  
 
[BEEP] 
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
F Martín, éste es el mayor festival de cine de España, ¿no? ¿Cuántas 


personas van a asistir? 
  
M Pues, este año esperamos entre doce y quince mil personas. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cuándo se celebrará este año el festival? 
  
M Hemos cambiado las fechas. En agosto hacía demasiado calor, así que 


ahora será en mayo. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿En qué se diferencia el festival de este año? 
  
M Menos documentales. Al público le gustan ahora las historias de acción, así 


que pensamos dar preferencia a películas de agentes secretos con grandes 
efectos especiales. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cuál es el premio más importante? 
  
M Hay varios premios, como a la mejor película extranjera y al mejor actor. 


Pero el más importante es a directores menores de 25 años. Queremos 
animar a los jóvenes profesionales del cine.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F Las películas se proyectan en muchos sitios, ¿no? ¿Cuál es el más popular? 
  
M Proyectamos en todos los cines de la ciudad, pero al público le gusta sobre 


todo la gran pantalla en la plaza mayor, cerca del ayuntamiento. Es muy 
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agradable ver una película al aire libre. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F Y, finalmente, ¿qué efecto tiene el festival en el público? 
  
M Pues la gente aprecia el cine de otros países. Tiene técnicas y temas muy 


diferentes de las películas españolas. Abre una puerta al mundo y esto es 
muy educativo. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 7 TASK A.2] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 7 Task A.2. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’  







 
 


 
Intermediate Spanish


   Listening Grade 7
Task B (Track 3)


Tapescript  


 


© OCR 2008 


R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 7 Task B. 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R You will hear five people talking. Listen and choose the letter, A–G, which 


matches each person best. Write the letter in the correct box.  There is one 
extra letter you do not need to use.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15” 
  
[BEEP]  
  
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
R Example. Irene 
  
F La pista estaba llena de gente y hacía bastante frío. Nos obligaban a llevar 


guantes porque si te caes en el hielo puede ser peligroso. Es difícil mantener 
el equilibrio pero es muy divertido.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R One. David 
  
M Salió todo mal. El viaje en avión duró más de 7 horas. El hotel no era lo que 


anunciaban en Internet. La comida sabía fatal y para colmo, perdimos los 
pasaportes justo antes de volver.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Two. Carolina 
  
F Cuando llegué a la oficina por primera vez la gente fue muy agradable 


conmigo. Me recibieron con los brazos abiertos. Es más interesante que mi 
antiguo trabajo.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Three. Antonio 
  
M Me duelen mucho las piernas. Ayer pasé una hora en la bicicleta estática. Hoy 


estoy muy cansado, pero es muy divertido hacer ejercicio con gente alrededor. 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Four. Isabel 
  
F Me gustaron mucho los monumentos de la ciudad. Mientras el guía explicaba, 
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podíamos verlo todo a través de las ventanas. El problema era que había 
mucho tráfico. ¡Qué horror!  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Five. Martín 
  
M El sábado pasado, estuve todo el día pintando la cocina. No terminé hasta las 


once de la noche. Me ha costado mucho trabajo, pero ¡ha quedado perfecta! 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
 [REPEAT GRADE 7 TASK B] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 7 Task B. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 7 Task C. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R You will hear an interview with Raúl Gallego about a bicycle route. Listen to the 


interview and look at the statements on your answer sheet. A word or number in 
each statement has been left blank. Listen and write the correct word or number 
in the space.  
Write ONE word or number only. Write your answer in English.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15” 
 
[BEEP] 
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
F Hola, Raúl. Has organizado una ruta en bicicleta de montaña. Cuéntanos, ¿por 


qué haces esta ruta? 
  
M Hola. Yo desde pequeño he montado en bici. Ahora soy mecánico, pero mi 


sueño era ser ciclista profesional. Me gustó la idea de organizar una ruta para 
conocer España y a la vez disfrutar de mi afición. El itinerario es un antiguo 
camino romano. Es un viaje de cinco etapas con un total de 425 kilómetros.  


  
PAUSE 00’10” 
  
F Parece un viaje duro.  
  
M No, no te creas. Tienes que estar preparado físicamente, pero por lo demás es 


fácil. El camino está bien señalizado con banderas amarillas para no perderse. 
Además, todo nuestro equipaje, junto con la comida, va en una camioneta que 
nos acompaña. Pero cada uno debe llevar agua para no deshidratarse.  


  
PAUSE 00’10” 
  
F ¿Y qué pasa cada día?  
  
M Es muy sencillo. Nos levantamos temprano, hacemos un buen desayuno y nos 


ponemos a pedalear. Hacemos dos o tres paradas al día y cuando llega la 
noche paramos y nos quedamos en un hotel. Hace demasiado frío para dormir 
en tiendas de campaña. Y así hasta el último día, que es cuando cada ciclista 
recibe un libro con la historia de la ruta. Luego nos vamos a un bar a celebrar 
que hemos terminado.     


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Now listen again. 
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PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
[REPEAT GRADE 7 TASK C] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 7 Task C. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 8 Task A.1. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
R You will hear a radio interview with Rebeca López about her company, Eloí. 


Listen to the interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct answer, 
A, B or C, by putting a tick in the box.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15’’ 
  
[BEEP]  
  
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
M Rebeca, ¿qué es lo que vende la compañía Eloí? 
  
F Pues vendemos prendas de ropa muy innovadoras. Son artículos que 


diseñamos nosotros y que están teniendo mucho éxito. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
M Es una empresa un poco especial, ¿no? ¿Por qué?  
  
F Las prendas son tan especiales porque fabricamos sólo una de cada modelo. 


Utilizamos los mismos materiales que otras tiendas, pero nosotros ofrecemos 
una completa originalidad en diseño, color y estilo. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
M ¿Cuándo surgió la idea de crear esta empresa? 
  
F Todo empezó como una afición. Cuando tenía 12 años, dibujaba los vestidos 


para mis muñecas en un viejo cuaderno. Años después, una amiga descubrió 
el cuaderno con mis dibujos y me pidió diseñar ropa para vender en su tienda 
online.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
M ¿Cuándo empezaste a tener fama? 
  
F Yo estudié diseño en la universidad, y poco después de salir gané un 


concurso de diseño de vestidos de noche. A partir de este momento me 
empezaron a conocer en el mundo de la moda. Ahora, mis colecciones están 
en una exposición que va de ciudad en ciudad. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
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M De tus creaciones, ¿cuál es la que más te gusta a ti? 
  
F Podría decir que las chaquetas con muchos colores son las más originales. 


Pero si tengo que elegir, elegiría las camisetas de manga corta. Son muy 
cómodas y a la vez elegantes. Se pueden llevar igualmente en la playa o en 
una fiesta. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
M ¿Y cuál es tu próximo proyecto? 
  
F Quiero la participación de la gente. Por eso, este verano vamos a invitar a 


todo el mundo que nos envíe sus propios diseños y nosotros vamos a 
convertir sus ideas en realidad. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 8 TASK A.1] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 8 Task A.1. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’  
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 8 Task A.2. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
R You will hear a radio interview with Julián Cruz about motor racing. 


Listen to the interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct 
answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick in the box.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


  
PAUSE 00’15” 
  
[BEEP]  
  
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
F Julián, ¿cuántos años tenías cuando ganaste tu primera competición 


de coches? 
  
M Tenía quince años cuando competí por primera vez. Pero cuando tenía 


diecinueve corrí en un circuito en Buenos Aires y quedé en primer 
lugar. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cómo empezaste a conducir? 
  
M Todo comenzó cuando mi padre vendió su vieja moto y compró un 


pequeño coche. Me enseñó a conducir y en ese mismo momento 
empezó mi pasión por el automovilismo. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cómo combinaste el deporte y los estudios universitarios? 
  
M Cuanto más competía, más viajaba  y no tenía tiempo para estudiar. No 


podía ir a clase y tampoco lo podía hacer a distancia. Así que un 
profesor venía a mi casa a ayudarme con mis estudios. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Qué es lo que más te gusta del automovilismo? 
  
M Me encanta estar en los circuitos de cualquier país del mundo. 


Conducir es lo que más me gusta, pero conducir para ganar. Es una 
satisfacción muy grande quedar el primero. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
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F ¿Qué es lo más difícil de tu nueva vida? 
  
M Lo peor es tener que separarme de mi familia. En Argentina había 


gente a mi alrededor todo el tiempo, pero ahora en mi piso de 
Barcelona, siempre estoy solo. Lo bueno es que entrenamos mucho y 
así, casi nunca estoy en casa. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F Julián, estuviste recientemente en tu país. ¿Qué hiciste allí? 
  
M Fue muy emotivo. Cuando volví me recibieron de la mejor manera. 


Tenía muchas ganas de ver a todos mis familiares y amigos, así que di 
una fiesta que duró dos días y lo pasamos de maravilla. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 8 TASK A.2] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 8 Task A.2. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’  
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 8 Task B. 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R You will hear five people talking. Listen and choose the letter, A–G, which 


matches each person best. Write the letter in the correct box. There is one 
extra letter you do not need to use.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15’’ 
  
[BEEP]  
  
[REPEAT FROM HERE]  
  
R Example. Raquel 
  
F Estábamos en una manifestación. Había muchísima gente. Yo no me di ni 


cuenta pero cuando fui a buscar mi monedero, no lo tenía. Alguien lo había 
cogido de mi bolso. También me faltaba el móvil.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R One. Pedro 
  
M Ayer fue el cumpleaños de mi mejor amiga y decidí hacer una fiesta. Como 


me habían regalado un libro de cocina, le preparé un plato especial, exótico y 
que no había hecho antes. Le encantó.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Two. María 
  
F Cuando entré en la sala, me quedé sorprendida de la imaginación de los 


invitados. Había gente vestida de monstruos, princesas, elfos, brujas; gente 
disfrazada de todo tipo de personajes sacados de cuentos y películas. La 
música estuvo muy bien.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Three. Iñaki 
  
M Quedamos en una cafetería del centro. Cuando le vi, me alegré muchísimo. 


Éramos compañeros en el colegio y hacía muchos años que no nos veíamos. 
Me contó que trabaja de director de un banco y que había comprado un 
coche deportivo.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
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R Four. Magdalena 
  
F La sala de cine estaba en completo silencio, todo el mundo tenía muchísimas 


ganas de ver el estreno. A mí, el argumento me decepcionó un poco. Era 
aburrido y muy lento. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Five. Valentín 
  
M Mi coche viejo no funcionaba bien. El motor se paraba todo el tiempo y era 


muy ruidoso. Como necesito algo para ir a trabajar, me compré otro a muy 
buen precio. Es pequeño, rojo y anda muy bien.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
[REPEAT GRADE 8 TASK B] 
 
R That is the end of Grade 8 Task B. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 8 Task C. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R You will hear an interview with Flora Pedraza about a sculpture contest in the 


town of Cantalpino. Listen to the interview and look at the statements on your 
answer sheet. A word or number in each statement has been left blank. Listen 
and write the correct word or number in the space.  
Write ONE word or number only. Write your answer in English.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example.  
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15’’ 
 
[BEEP] 
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
M Hoy tenemos con nosotros a Flora Pedraza que ha organizado un concurso 


de escultura en el pueblo de Cantalpino. ¿Cuándo acaba el plazo del 
concurso y quién puede participar, Flora?  


  
F Hola. Buenas noches. El plazo para participar en el concurso se abrió el 


jueves de la semana pasada y termina el martes 15 de diciembre. Este año la 
competición sólo se abre a asociaciones de jubilados de más de 60 años. 
Pero son muchos los que quieren participar desde carpinteros hasta 
asociaciones de jóvenes. Tal vez el año que viene los incluyamos. Los 
ganadores son seleccionados por un jurado que lo componen profesores de 
todos los colegios del pueblo.  


  
PAUSE 00’10’’ 
  
M ¿Y qué pasará después de escoger a los ganadores?  
  
F Los políticos han hecho posible que este año se exponga la escultura 


ganadora en la plaza del pueblo, no como el año pasado que fue en una de 
las escuelas. De esta manera lo podrá ver toda la gente que quiera. ¡Ah! y 
esto no es todo. Este año el premio no consiste en un viaje; pero los 
ganadores recibirán dinero que les daremos en una ceremonia el día 20 de 
diciembre.  


  
PAUSE 00’10’’ 
  
M Una ceremonia. ¡Suena bien!  
  
F Sí, en esta ceremonia haremos la entrega de premios. Después tendremos 


una cena para los ganadores y los participantes, preparada por el mejor chef 
de la región. Estoy segura de que será un gran día.  


 
PAUSE 00’03” 
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R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 8 TASK C] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 8 Task C. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 9 Task A.1. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
R You will hear a radio interview with Jorge about his fruit and vegetable 


company. Listen to the interview and look at the questions. Choose the correct 
answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick in the box.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15’’ 
 
[BEEP] 
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
F Bienvenido, Jorge. Cuéntanos, ¿cuántos años llevas con esta empresa?  
  
M Hola. Pues, bastante tiempo, unos siete años ahora. Empecé cuando tenía 


veintiocho. 
  
PAUSE 00’03” 
  
F ¿Y cómo empezó todo?  
  
M Mi padre se dedicaba a la agricultura en la provincia de Navarra. Cuando se 


jubiló, me dio sus tierras y decidí empezar a cultivar frutas y verduras. Mi 
hermano mayor, que es abogado, me dio consejo de cómo crear la empresa.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cómo fueron tus primeras ventas? 
  
M La verdad es que al principio fue duro porque no tenía una tienda. Lo que 


hacía era poner los mejores productos a la puerta de mi casa, y así se los 
vendía a la gente que pasaba.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Y cómo conseguiste tener el éxito que tienes actualmente?  
  
M Una vez llevé mis productos al restaurante de uno de los mejores cocineros 


de España. Le gustaron tanto, que me recomendó a todos sus amigos 
cocineros, e incluso a los supermercados donde él compraba anteriormente. 
Fue la mejor publicidad. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
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F ¿Qué tiene de especial tu empresa de frutas y verduras? 
  
M Pues tenemos productos selectos, que aunque no son biológicos, son de la 


mejor calidad. Pero lo que la hace especial es que el 30% de nuestras 
ganancias va a organizaciones que ayudan a agricultores del tercer mundo.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cuáles son tus proyectos para el futuro?  
  
M Me gustaría comenzar a producir mi propio vino, pero por el momento no es  


posible. En enero, voy a abrir un restaurante en medio de la granja. Tendrá 
ventanas muy grandes para que la gente pueda observar de dónde viene lo 
que están comiendo. Espero tener éxito.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 9 TASK A.1] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 9 Task A.1. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’  
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 9 Task A.2. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
 
R You will hear a radio interview with Guillermo Casillas about his life as a 


football player. Listen to the interview and look at the questions. Choose the 
correct answer, A, B or C, by putting a tick in the box.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15’’ 
 
[BEEP] 
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
F Guillermo, eres un jugador de fútbol de primera, pero de pequeño querías 


dedicarte a otra cosa, ¿no es así?  
  
M Sí, el fútbol es mi pasión ahora pero cuando era pequeño mi sueño era ser 


bombero. Siempre me ha gustado la aventura, el riesgo y sobre todo ayudar a 
la gente. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Qué es lo que más te gusta de ser un jugador de fútbol profesional? 
  
M Jugar en un equipo importante te da mucha satisfacción, fama y dinero. Pero 


lo mejor es que tienes mucho tiempo para dedicarte a otras cosas que te 
gustan. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cómo te preparas para los partidos importantes?  
  
M Normalmente entreno con mi equipo más de tres horas al día. Pero el día 


antes del partido es distinto. Descansamos y como yo soy un poco nervioso, 
necesito relajarme dándome un largo baño y concentrándome sin hablar con 
nadie.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Qué crees que es lo más importante para ganar un partido?  
  
M Un buen entrenador te da las tácticas de cómo jugar. Sin embargo, lo 


fundamental es que los futbolistas, que están en el campo, tengan una buena 
preparación física para poder ganar. 
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PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Cómo reaccionas cuando te critica el público en el campo? 
  
M Al principio cuando era más joven me afectaba mucho, pero eso lo he 


superado. Ahora no me importan los comentarios de la gente. Me tomo las 
cosas negativas con mucha más tranquilidad.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
F ¿Qué pasatiempos tienes?  
  
M Me gusta divertirme como todos los chicos de mi edad. Salir a bailar, ir a 


fiestas, disfrutar con la gente. Antes me encantaba montar a caballo pero ya 
no lo hago porque el equipo no lo permite. Los fines de semana los dedico al 
fútbol por completo.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’  
  
R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 9 TASK A.2] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 9 Task A.2. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’  
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 9 Task B. 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R You will hear five people talking. Listen and choose the letter, A–G, which 


matches each person best. Write the letter in the correct box. There is one 
extra letter you do not need to use.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


 
PAUSE 00’15’’ 
  
[BEEP]  
  
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
R Example. Sandra 
  
F Estoy muy contenta. No ha sido fácil y me ha costado horas y horas de 


estudio. Ahora, después de tres años, ya tengo mi título y puedo empezar a 
trabajar en lo que me gusta.  


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R One. Santiago 
  
M El sábado teníamos mucho trabajo en el restaurante. En esta época hay 


muchas fiestas de empresa. Empezamos a las 7 de la mañana a preparar 
los comedores y a poner las mesas. Fíjate, cuando me levanté era todavía 
de noche. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Two. Amparo 
  
F La iba a invitar a mi boda, pero se ha portado mal conmigo. Llevamos mucho 


tiempo sin hablarnos. Es una lástima porque es importante mantener a los 
viejos amigos, pero no puedo más. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
 
R Three. Javier 
  
M Como ahora me pagan más en el trabajo, pensé que sería una buena idea 


comprar un traje nuevo. Mi mujer me acompañó a las tiendas pero no me 
gustó nada. Tendré que ir otra vez la semana que viene. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Four. Montse 
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F ¡Adivina qué! ¡Empiezo el lunes! Me han llamado esta mañana para decirme 
que me había ido bien en la entrevista y que me habían seleccionado. Me 
dan un buen sueldo y un despacho para mí sola.  


 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Five. Diego 
  
M Me he cortado el pelo. Si quiero encontrar un buen trabajo, tendré que tener 


buena presencia para las entrevistas. Además, tener el pelo largo no es 
nada cómodo y quería cambiar. 


  
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
R Now listen again. 
 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
  
[REPEAT GRADE 9 TASK B] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 9 Task B. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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R Asset Languages Spanish Intermediate Grade 9 Task C. 


PAUSE 00’03’’ 


R You will hear an interview with Nuria Alba about a new television series. 
Listen to the interview and look at the statements on your answer sheet. A 
word or number in each statement has been left blank. Listen and write the 
correct word or number in the space.  
Write ONE word or number only. Write your answer in English.  
You will hear the recording twice. The task begins with one example. 
You now have 15 seconds to read the questions. 


PAUSE 00’15’’ 
 
[BEEP] 
 
[REPEAT FROM HERE] 
  
M Bueno, Nuria, ¿qué hay de nuevo para los telespectadores?  
  
F Para mí, lo más interesante va a ser ‘Suárez y Mariscal, caso cerrado’. Es una 


serie de ficción policial que empezará este otoño. No es como las demás porque 
ninguno de los personajes que participan en ella son actores profesionales. Los 
dos principales protagonistas, los agentes de policía, Susana Suárez y Santiago 
Mariscal, son, en la vida real, miembros del Cuerpo Nacional de Policía.  
También los personajes secundarios son interpretados por personas que hacen 
esa misma actividad en la vida real como enfermeras, médicos y taxistas.   


  
PAUSE 00’10’’ 
  
M ¿Es una serie de origen español?  
  
F Está inspirada en una producción alemana que ha logrado enorme éxito en 


ese país. Al contrario que en la mayoría de las producciones de televisión en 
España, los protagonistas de la serie no siguen estrictamente un guión 
dialogado, sino que cada uno de ellos puede expresarse libremente. Eso da 
un realismo increíble. Si hay oyentes interesados en participar en la nueva 
serie pueden contactar a la productora en el número 823662896. 


  
PAUSE 00’10’’ 
  
M ¿Cómo están estructurados los episodios?  
  
F Los casos están inspirados en hechos reales. Cada episodio empieza con un 


crimen, al que sigue la investigación, los interrogatorios a los sospechosos y, por 
último, la resolución del caso. Tengo muchas ganas de ver si la serie tiene el 
mismo éxito aquí que en Alemania. Se emitirá de lunes a viernes a las ocho de 
la tarde en Cuatro, la nueva cadena de televisión.  


 
PAUSE 00’03’’ 
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R Now listen again. 
  
PAUSE 00’03” 
 
[REPEAT GRADE 9 TASK C] 
  
R That is the end of Grade 9 Task C. 
  
PAUSE 00’05’’ 
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“I can understand longer texts and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 


Instructions Learners read a text for detailed comprehension. They answer the 
questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box, A, B or C. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 B 
 2 B 
 3 A 
 4 C 
 5 B 
  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Reading Grade 7 task A.2 may be used. 


 







 Name: ……………………………………………………… 


 
Intermediate Spanish  


Reading Grade 7 
Task A.1 
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Read the text about Blanca and look at the questions.   Example:  
Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick ( ) in the box.  How long has Blanca been a writer?  
You must not use a dictionary. The task begins with one example.  A ten years  


 B twenty-three years  
 C thirty-eight years   
  
1 What does Blanca think is very important in life?  
 A following your dreams  
 B a good education  
 C a happy home life  
  
2 Blanca got the inspiration for her early stories from   
 A history books.  
 B family events.  
 C students’ experiences.  
  
3 Why did Blanca stop teaching?  
 A She wanted to be with her husband.   
 B Her school closed down.  
 C A publisher offered her a job.  
  
4 Blanca won a prize for a book about  
 A bringing up children.   
 B life in Madrid.  
 C her trips abroad.  
   
5 Blanca now wants to   
 A be famous in other countries.  
 B give writing lessons.  


 
Una mujer muy especial 


 
Blanca Benjumea, una escritora española de 38 años, lleva diez 
años dedicada a esta profesión. Desde niña siempre soñaba con 
ser escritora. Con el dinero que ha ganado de sus libros, ha dado 
una buena educación a sus hijos, algo que ella considera 
fundamental en la vida. 
 
De joven trabajó como profesora en un colegio donde enseñaba 
literatura. En su tiempo libre, Blanca escribía cuentos basados en 
viejas historias familiares. 
 
Tras varios años enseñando, Blanca se casó y después de la boda 
tuvo que dejar la escuela. Su marido, un importante hombre de 
negocios, viajaba constantemente por todo el mundo y ella quería 
estar a su lado. 
 
Al llegar su primer hijo, Blanca y su marido se instalaron en Madrid. 
Allí decidió dedicarse por completo a la escritura. Uno de sus libros, 
sobre sus experiencias viajando por diferentes países alrededor del 
mundo, ganó un concurso nacional.  
 
Los libros de Blanca se han traducido a varios idiomas, pero a ella 
no le importa la fama. Ahora lo que quiere es ayudar a otros a 
escribir relatos. Para ello, va a dar clases en un centro cultural, a 
partir de marzo. 


 C spend time with her family.  
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“I can understand longer texts and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 


Instructions Learners read a text for detailed comprehension. They answer the 
questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box, A, B or C. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 C 
 2 A 
 3 B 
 4 C 
 5 B 
  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Reading Grade 7 task A.1 may be used. 







 Name: ……………………………………………………… 
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Read the text about Antonio and look at the questions.   Example:  
Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick ( ) in the box. Antonio has set a new world record for  
You must not use a dictionary. The task begins with one example. A sailing.   


  B swimming.  
 C windsurfing. 
    
1 The previous record was held by someone from  
 A Spain.  
 B Africa.  
 C Germany.  
  
2 Antonio has been training for this event for  
 A one year. 
 B six years. 
 C eight years. 
 
3 What problem did Antonio face during his swim? 
 A underwater currents 
 B heavy rain  
 C passing ships  
 
4 Antonio’s recent achievement  
 A was unexpected. 
 B made him famous in Spain. 
 C built on his reputation. 
 
5 Antonio wants to raise money to 
 A build a sports centre. 
 B help sick children. 


 
Otra marca de Antonio 


Antonio Carvallo ha establecido un nuevo récord mundial al cruzar 
nadando dos veces el estrecho que separa España y el Norte de 
África. Ha superado así la última marca del alemán Hans Becker.  


Antonio lleva practicando este deporte desde la edad de seis años. 
Para este reto en particular se ha sometido a una intensa 
preparación con entrenamientos de hasta ocho horas diarias 
durante los últimos doce meses. Todo su equipo está orgulloso de 
Antonio y de este nuevo récord. 


Antonio nadó el lunes por la mañana desde Tarifa, España, hacia 
Marruecos, y completó el regreso a las seis de la tarde. "Creí que 
iba a tener problemas con las corrientes marinas, pero fueron las 
lluvias torrenciales lo que más dificultó la travesía. A pesar de ello, 
mi equipo realizó un trabajo fenomenal y logramos nuestro objetivo", 
dijo Antonio. 


Desde hace cinco años la prensa española considera a Antonio 
como uno de los mejores del nado a distancia. "Para mí es un honor 
dar este récord mundial a mi país", dijo. Ya está pensando en otro 
proyecto: ayudar a varias asociaciones internacionales en su lucha 
contra las enfermedades infantiles. Para ello nadará 18 kilómetros 
en una piscina con el fin de recaudar dinero. 
  
  C support young athletes. 


 


 


 


 







 
          


Intermediate Spanish
   Reading Grade 7
Task B (adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes  


 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand longer texts and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 


Instructions Learners read seven short texts in Spanish. They choose the 
statement in English which matches each text by writing the 
correct letter, A–G, in the box. There is one extra letter learners 
do not need to use. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5
  


1 A
2 F
3 D
4 C
5 G


Answers 


  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word.  
Learners should not be able to choose the answer simply by 
spotting the grammatical tense or time frame of a text. 
Special care needs to be taken where words have a similar form 
in English and the target language. 


Checklist • Texts are of similar length to those in Grade 7 task B. 
• There are six statements in English, the first of which is an 


example. 
• There are seven texts in Spanish in random order.  
• All the texts are on the same topic. 
• There is one extra text which is a distractor.  
• The task is written in such a way that learners have to 


consider a number of texts, including the extra text, before 
finding the correct answer. 


• Each answer is clearly correct. 
• No answer depends on knowing one key word. 
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Read the texts in Spanish about football. Choose the letter, A–G, which matches each 
statement in English best. Write the correct letter in the box.  
There is one extra letter you do not need to use. You must not use a dictionary. The task 
begins with one example. 
 
Who says this? 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


A Antonia  B María  


 


Yo creo que un deporte como el fútbol 
puede enseñar a los más pequeños a 
trabajar en equipo y a colaborar con sus 
compañeros.   


 


A mí me aburre mucho. Cuando llego a 
casa y hay fútbol en la tele sólo tengo 
que verlo cinco minutos y me quedo 
dormido.  


C Pedro  D Guillermo  


 


En mi familia sólo le gusta el fútbol a mi 
padre, así que él lo ve en el bar y nosotros 
podemos ver otra cosa en la tele.   


A mí, lo que realmente me gusta es el 
ambiente que se respira en el estadio. 
Allí, con todos los aficionados, viéndolo 
en vivo.   


E Juan  F Andrea  


 
Me encanta verlo en la tele en vez de ir al 
estadio. Los domingos nos reunimos todos 
en casa para animar a nuestro equipo.   


 
Mi novio pasa demasiado tiempo viendo 
fútbol en la tele. Ya casi no salimos; a mi 
me gustaría hacer otras cosas distintas.  


G Alfredo     


 


En el fútbol últimamente hay mucha 
violencia. Pensar que hay niños que van al 
estadio y ven esas escenas me parece 
fatal.  


   


 


Example: I find football very boring. B 


1 Football can teach positive values.  


2 I am tired of staying at home because of football.  


3 The real excitement is to be in the football stadium.  


4 We never watch football at home.   


5 Football can set a bad example to children.  
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“I can understand longer texts and recognise people’s points of view.” 
 


Instructions Learners read a text in Spanish and ten statements in English.  
Five of the statements are true, and five are false. Learners put a 
tick ( ) in the box next to the five statements which are true 
according to the text. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1, 2, 5, 8 and 9 
  


Adapting the task 
 


Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word.  
Learners should not be able to choose the answer simply by 
spotting the grammatical tense or time frame of a text. 
The English statements must not be direct translations from the 
text.  
Special care must be taken where words have a similar form in 
English and the target language. 


Checklist 
 


• The text is of similar length to Grade 7 task C. 
• There is one example which is true. 
• There are ten further statements in English. 
• Statements follow the order of the text. 
• Five statements only are true according to the text. 
• True and false statements appear in random order. 
• Each statement has one clear focus. 
• The statements are not interdependent. 







 Name : ……………………………………………………… 
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Read the text about a postcard and then read the statements in English. 
Put a tick ( ) in the box next to the five statements which are true 
according to the text. You must not use a dictionary. The task begins 
with one example. 


Example: The postcard was sent from Galicia. 
✓ 


Now tick ( ) five more boxes. 


1 The postcard took over twenty years to arrive.  


2 Dolores sent the postcard during her holidays.  


3 Dolores’s uncle collected stamps.  


4 The postcard was unique.  


5 
 
Dolores expected the postcard to arrive before she did.  


6 
 
The postcard only travelled fifty kilometres.  


7 The address was difficult to read.  


8 The postcard had the right stamp on it.  


9 Dolores’s uncle did not read the postcard.  


 
La postal más lenta de la historia 


 
Una tarjeta postal sellada en Santiago de Compostela, Galicia, el 22 de 
agosto de 1974, tardó veinte años cuatro meses y catorce días en 
llegar. Dolores Casasas la envió a su tío, que vivía en Barcelona.  
 
Dolores entonces tenía diecinueve años y estaba de vacaciones en 
Galicia. Al llegar a Santiago de Compostela, Dolores decidió comprar 
una postal para su tío Armando que coleccionaba postales de 
diferentes ciudades del mundo. Tenía una colección enorme, pero le 
faltaba una de Santiago de Compostela. Dolores envió la postal desde 
la oficina de correos central el primer día de sus vacaciones. Pensaba 
que la postal llegaría a Barcelona antes que ella.  
 
La distancia entre las dos ciudades es de unos mil kilómetros. La postal 
viajó una media de cincuenta kilómetros por año y apareció finalmente 
en el buzón del tío Armando el cinco de enero de 1995. La dirección 
estaba escrita con letra clara y el sello de dos pesetas era el correcto.  
 
Desafortunadamente el destinatario nunca leyó su postal, ya que había 
muerto dos años antes. La postal ha perdido algo de su color y brillo 
originales, pero a Dolores eso no le importa. Para ella esta postal tiene 
un valor especial. 
 


10 
 
The postcard arrived in perfect condition.  
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“I can understand texts including some unfamiliar material from which I can recognise 
attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners read a text for detailed comprehension. They answer the 


questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box, A, B or C. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 B 
 2 B 
 3 A 
 4 C 
 5 A 
  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied. 


As an alternative, Reading Grade 8 task A.2 may be used. 


 







 Name: ………………………………………………………
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Read the text about a village festival and look at the questions.   Example:  
Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick ( ) in the box. When did the festival take place? 
You must not use a dictionary. The task begins with one example.  A last week  


  B last month   
 C last Monday   
    
1 What could you buy for two euros?  
 A a ticket for the festival   
 B a festival programme   
 C a festival poster   
  
2 What was the most popular competition of the festival?  
 A singing  
 B cooking  
 C painting  
 
3 What made the band Los Supremos so popular?   
 A the audience participation   
 B the stage lighting   
 C the traditional songs  
 
4 What was organised for young children?  
 A games   
 B plays   
 C films   
 
5 How did the villagers feel about their festival?  
 A They thought it was too short.  
 B They wanted different events.  


                 
              Las fiestas de Torrenueva 


 
El pueblo de Torrenueva celebró sus famosas fiestas la semana 
pasada. Las fiestas empezaron el miércoles con la preparación de 
una gran paella. Otro año más, la entrada al festival era gratuita y 
con sólo dos euros se obtenía el programa de los eventos.  
   
A los habitantes de Torrenueva les gustan las competiciones. El 
concurso de canciones tradicionales y de pintura, fueron como 
siempre populares entre los asistentes. Pero, el más popular de 
todos fue el concurso de tortillas y otros platos típicos de la región.  
 
Cada noche un grupo musical diferente tocaba en la plaza del 
pueblo. El que más gustó fue el grupo cordobés Los Supremos.  
Además de presentar un espectáculo de muy buena calidad, fue el 
único que invitó al público a cantar con ellos. Jóvenes, mayores e 
incluso abuelos no pararon de bailar toda la noche. 
 
En la fiesta se incluyeron este año algunas novedades de gran 
popularidad. Hubo obras de teatro para los adultos y un ciclo de 
cine infantil de dibujos animados, dedicado a los más pequeños. 
 
Todo el mundo disfrutó de los numerosos eventos y se recaudaron 
€2000 para obras benéficas. Por eso la gente del pueblo está de 
acuerdo con que el año que viene el festival debería durar cinco 
días en vez de tres. 
 


 C They were concerned about its cost.  
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“I can understand texts including some unfamiliar material from which I can recognise 
attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners read a text for detailed comprehension. They answer the 


questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box, A, B or C. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5
  
Answers 1 A 
 2 B 
 3 B 
 4 C 
 5 B 
   


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Reading Grade 8 task A.1 may be used. 


 







 Name: ………………………………………………………
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Read the text about the experience of Marina, a group leader on an  
expedition called Ruta Quetzal and look at the questions.    Example: 


 


Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick ( ) in the box. How did Marina find out about Ruta Quetzal? 
You must not use a dictionary. The task begins with one example.  A on television  
  B on the Internet   


 C on the radio   
    
1 What did Marina have to do before getting the job?  
 A undergo fitness trials   
 B meet the senior monitors   
 C have a medical examination   
  
2 What is Marina’s first task of the day?  
 A She takes her group for a run.  
 B She wakes up her group.  
 C She cooks breakfast for her group.  
 
3 Why does Marina like the boat trips?  
 A She likes the views.  
 B She can relax.  
 C She can go diving.  
 
4 What is the hardest thing for Marina?  
 A the poor quality food   
 B the weather conditions   
 C the lack of sleep   
 
5 What makes the experience particularly valuable for Marina? 
 A She has made a lot of friends.  
 B She has learned about nature.  


Mi experiencia en la expedición Ruta Quetzal 
 


Todo comenzó cuando oí en la radio que se necesitaban monitores 
de grupo para la Ruta Quetzal. En su página web encontré el 
formulario de solicitud. 
 


Los requisitos eran tener entre 22 y 33 años, ser socorrista y estar 
en forma. Tuve que superar las duras pruebas físicas que durante 
tres días hicimos en la montaña. Así se formó un fantástico equipo 
de diecisiete monitores. Para mí, participar en la Ruta Quetzal es 
hacer un sueño realidad. 
 


Día tras día tenemos que organizar actividades para un total de 350 
personas. Cada mañana despierto a mi grupo con canciones a 
través del megáfono, desayunamos y así comienza el día. 
 


Se organizan muchas actividades en la Ruta Quetzal. Por ejemplo, 
marchas en la montaña y recorridos en barco por la costa. Estos 
últimos son los más interesantes para mí. Es el tiempo que tengo 
para descansar ya que mi grupo está haciendo submarinismo con 
instructores especializados y no necesita de mi atención. 
 


Al principio fue duro ya que la comida no era muy buena, pero ya 
me he acostumbrado. Lo peor es que no puedo dormir casi nada 
porque tengo que compartir la tienda de campaña con otras 
personas. 
 


He conocido a muchas personas en esta aventura, incluso he 
aprendido palabras en diferentes idiomas. Pero lo que realmente 
merece la pena es que he descubierto tantas cosas sobre la 
naturaleza y el medio ambiente.  C She has visited many places.  
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“I can understand texts including some unfamiliar material from which I can recognise 
attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners read seven short texts in Spanish. They choose the 


statement in English which matches each text by writing the 
correct letter, A–G, in the box. There is one extra letter learners 
do not need to use. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 


Pass 4 out of 5
  


1 G
2 A 
3 C 
4 F 
5 D 


Answers 


  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word.  
Learners should not be able to get the answer simply by spotting 
the grammatical tense or time frame of a text. 
Special care needs to be taken where words have a similar form 
in English and the target language. 


Checklist • Texts are of similar length to those in Grade 8 task B. 
• There are six statements in English, the first of which is an 


example. 
• There are seven texts in Spanish in random order.  
• All the texts are on the same topic. 
• There is one extra text which is a distractor.  
• The task is written in such a way that learners have to consider 


a number of texts, including the extra text, before finding the 
correct answer. 


• Each answer is clearly correct. 
• No answer depends on knowing one key word. 
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Read the texts in Spanish about spending time on the beach. Choose the letter, A–G, which 
matches each statement in English best. Write the correct letter in the box.  
There is one extra letter you do not need to use. You must not use a dictionary. The task 
begins with one example. 
 
Who says this? 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


A Guadalupe  B Lola  
 
 


El ambiente que hay en la playa es 
fenomenal. Puedes conocer a mucha gente 
y hacer amigos nuevos. Yo conocí a mi 
novio allí, durante mis últimas vacaciones. 


 La playa me aburre muchísimo. No me 
gusta el sol porque siempre me quemo, 
y para nadar prefiero la piscina. Cuando 
voy con mi familia me quedo en el hotel. 


C Ricardo  D Andrés  
 A mi madre no le gusta la playa, pero a mi 


padre y a mí nos encanta. Siempre 
discutimos cuando vamos a la playa. ¡Es 
terrible!   


 La playa es bonita, pero a veces es 
imposible descansar con tanta gente. 
Fui con mi novia el año pasado y no me 
gustó nada porque no había sitio. 


E Lucía  F Lorena  
 
 


Me gusta mucho, pero nunca hay suficiente 
dinero para ir a la playa. ¡Tenemos tantos 
gastos! Siempre tengo que quedarme 
trabajando y no puedo ir. ¡Qué pena!  
 


 La playa es el lugar perfecto para ganar 
dinero extra. En verano siempre buscan 
camareras para los bares de la playa. 
Además, necesito pagar la moto que me 
he comprado.  


G David     
 Pienso en eso todo el año: unas semanas 


en la playa con mis amigos. Buscamos un 
sitio tranquilo y pasamos todo el día 
bañándonos y tomando el sol.  


 


 


Example: I prefer to stay away from the beach. B 


1 I can’t wait to spend some time relaxing at the beach.  


2 The beach is a good place to socialise.  


3 Going to the beach always causes family arguments.  


4 There are many job opportunities at the beach.  


5 Beaches are too crowded.  
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“I can understand texts including some unfamiliar material from which I can recognise 
attitudes and emotions.” 


 
Instructions Learners read a text in Spanish and ten statements in English.  


Five of the statements are true, and five are false. Learners put 
a tick ( ) in the box next to the five statements which are true 
according to the text. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 


Pass 4 out of 5 correct 
  
Answers 2, 3, 5, 7 and 8 
  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word.  
Learners should not be able to get the answer simply by spotting 
the grammatical tense or time frame of a text. 
The English statements must not be direct translations from the 
text.  
Special care must be taken where words have a similar form in 
English and the target language. 


Checklist • The text is of similar length to Grade 8 task C. 
• There is one example which is true. 
• There are ten further statements in English. 
• Statements follow the order of the text. 
• Five statements only are true according to the text. 
• True and false statements appear in random order. 
• Each statement has one clear focus. 
• The statements are not interdependent. 







 Name: ………………………………………………………
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© OCR 2008 


Read the text about a successful opera singer and then read the 
statements in English. 
Put a tick ( ) in the box next to the five statements which are true 
according to the text. You must not use a dictionary. The task begins 
with one example. 


Example:  Luis was once a member of a rock group. ✓ 
  Now tick ( ) five more boxes. 


1 Luis was inspired to study music after going to an opera.  


2 Luis’s family sold their car to pay for his music lessons.  


3 Luis slept on the floor of his cousin’s flat.  


4 Luis went without food to pay for his lessons.   


5 Luis played in underground stations to earn money.  


6 Luis was unable to sell his first CD.  


7 Luis’s career was launched with the help of the press.  


8 Luis is fully booked for the next few years.  


9 He drives a luxury car and lives in a house in Madrid.  


 
Un cantante con éxito 


 
A los diecisiete años Luis tocaba la guitarra en una banda de rock y 
quería dedicarse a la música pop. Un día oyó un disco del tenor Plácido 
Domingo cantando ópera y quedó encantado. Desde ese momento 
quería estudiar música clásica en Madrid.  
  
Su familia era pobre y lo único que tenía de valor era el coche. Lo 
vendieron y así Luis pudo comenzar sus estudios. Vivía en el 
apartamento de un primo y tenía que dormir en el suelo.   
 
Como el dinero para las clases se le acabó en unas semanas, Luis 
decidió tomar su guitarra e ir a cantar al metro. Estaba muy nervioso y 
tenía que callarse la boca cuando pasaban los trenes porque no se 
escuchaba nada. Se ganaba sólo veinte euros al día.   
 
Después grabó un CD y vendió copias a los viajeros para poder 
sobrevivir. Luego empezó a cantar en bodas y en una de ellas unos 
invitados, que eran periodistas, le escucharon y quedaron impresionados. 
Escribieron sobre su talento y desde entonces empezó su carrera 
meteórica. Ahora es uno de los cantantes de ópera más reconocidos de 
todo el mundo y su agenda de recitales está completa hasta el año 2012.  
 
Tiene un coche de lujo que no usa y una casa en Madrid donde tampoco 
vive. Pasa su vida en aeropuertos y hoteles, y cuando no está de gira 
prefiere quedarse con su madre.  
 


10 He likes to go on tour with his mother.  
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“I can understand a wide range of authentic texts in familiar contexts.” 
 


Instructions Learners read a text for detailed comprehension. They answer the 
questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box, A, B or C. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 B 
 2 C 
 3 B 
 4 A 
 5 C 
  


Adapting the task This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Reading Grade 9 task A.2 may be used. 


 







 Name: ………………………………………………………


 
Intermediate Spanish 


Reading Grade 9 
 Task A.1 
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Read the text about travelling medieval markets in Spain and look at the Example:  
questions. Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick ( ) in the         Medieval markets were popular in Spain  
You must not use a dictionary. The task begins with one example. A four hundred years ago.  
  B five hundred years ago.  


 C six hundred years ago.  
   


1 Why were these markets so important in the past?    
 A unusual products were sold there  
 B important decisions were agreed there   
 C workers could find employment there  


 
 2 What can you see of special interest in these markets 


nowadays?
 


 A traders from many countries   
 B experts selling antiques  
 C craftsmen at work   


3 What is the longest time these markets stay in one place? 
 A two days  
 B one week   
 C one year   


4 What can you do for free at the market?  
 A see a medieval show   
 B try on medieval costumes  
 C sample medieval cooking  


5 The stall holders are always willing to   
 A negotiate their prices.  
 B buy unusual items.  


 


Los Mercados Medievales en España 
Hace más de seiscientos años, los grandes mercados ambulantes eran 
una tradición en España. Se celebraban en las plazas de pueblos 
grandes y eran puntos de reunión importantes. Allí se compraban 
productos cotidianos como comida y herramientas para el trabajo. Pero 
su verdadera importancia residía en que era en estos lugares donde 
los acuerdos y las reuniones políticas relevantes tenían lugar. 
 


Lamentablemente con el paso de los años, estos mercados dejaron de 
existir oficialmente. Sin embargo hoy día podemos volver a ver los 
mercados medievales ambulantes en los pueblos y las ciudades de 
España. Aquí podemos encontrar aún una gran variedad de personas 
haciendo oficios artesanales casi desaparecidos.  
 


Por su carácter ambulante, la gente de estos mercados se traslada de 
una ciudad a otra constantemente durante todo el año, trabajando sin 
descanso. Normalmente duran dos días completos pero a veces 
pueden estar incluso hasta una semana en un lugar determinado. 
 


Los mercados se celebran al aire libre ya que esto era común en la 
edad media. En ellos podemos comprar alimentos o comer en tabernas 
decoradas al estilo medieval. Pero lo mejor de todo son los 
espectáculos de malabaristas y cómicos medievales a los que 
podemos ir sin pagar. 
 


En estos mercados encontraremos artesanos en sus puestos siempre 
dispuestos a enseñar a la gente cómo se desarrolla su trabajo y a 
contestar cualquier pregunta sobre sus productos. Esto hace que el 
mercado medieval sea también un lugar de comunicación que fomenta 
un intercambio cultural.     C talk about their trade.  
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“I can understand a wide range of authentic texts in familiar contexts.” 
 


Instructions Learners read a text for detailed comprehension. They answer the 
questions by putting a tick ( ) in the correct box, A, B or C. 
Dictionaries must not be used. The task begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 A 
 2 C 
 3 B 
 4 A 
 5 C 
   


Adapting the task 
 


This task must not be adapted, but must be used as supplied.   


As an alternative, Reading Grade 9 task A.1 may be used. 
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Read the text about a puppet festival in Spain and look at the questions.   Example:  
Choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick ( ) in the box. The train journey from Madrid to Segovia takes  
You must not use a dictionary. The task begins with one example.  A one hour.  
  B two hours.  


 C three hours.  
  
1 Most of the puppeteers will be from  
 A Spain.   
 B Italy.   
 C Japan.  
  
2 What is new about some shows in the festival this year?   
 A They make use of modern technology.  
 B They include live music.  
 C They have political themes.    
 
3 What is the common aim of all the puppeteers?  
 A to make people think   
 B to entertain  
 C to encourage participation  
 
4 If it rains, the shows will be held   
 A at the City Theatre.  
 B throughout the city.  
 C at the Museum of Arts.  
 
5 You can buy tickets   
 A on the festival website.  
 B at the tourist office.  


La fiesta de los títeres* 
La ciudad de Segovia está situada a menos de una hora en coche desde 
Madrid y a unas dos horas en tren. Un año más se celebra allí Titirimundi, 
el festival de títeres de mayor prestigio de España. La mayoría de los 
artistas serán de la localidad, con la participación de titiriteros italianos y e 
incluso algunos del lejano oriente. 
 


Todas las representaciones tienen en común los títeres, que son 
pequeños muñecos que se mueven por medio de hilos o con la mano. Se 
pueden ver espectáculos en estilo clásico y modernista, pero la gran 
innovación es que este año habrá compañías que reflejan en sus 
actuaciones la actualidad del país, representando a las figuras importantes 
del gobierno. 
 


Algunas compañías vienen con el propósito de educar al público, mientras 
otras quieren que el espectador participe activamente durante sus 
representaciones. Pero el reto principal de todas será como es de 
costumbre, divertir tanto a jóvenes como a mayores. 
 


Como siempre se podrá disfrutar de Titirimundi en lugares de libre acceso, 
como en plazas, jardines y hasta en avenidas del centro. En caso de mal 
tiempo, las representaciones tendrán lugar en el Teatro Municipal. Este 
año el Museo de las Artes de la ciudad no acogerá ninguna 
representación al estar cerrado por obras.  
 


Casi la mitad de las funciones que se celebran son de pago. Se puede 
consultar el programa diario por Internet. Para la adquisición de entradas, 
la Oficina de Turismo de Segovia ha dispuesto varios puntos de venta 
directa en la Plaza Municipal, situada detrás del Ayuntamiento.  
 


*los títeres – puppets 
 C in the main square.  
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“I can understand a wide range of authentic texts in familiar contexts.” 
 


Instructions Learners read seven short texts in Spanish. They choose the 
statement in English which matches each text by writing the 
correct letter, A–G, in the box. There is one extra letter learners 
do not need to use. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 1 D 
 2 A 
 3 C 
 4 F 
 5 G 
   


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word.  
Learners should not be able to get the answer simply by spotting 
the grammatical tense or time frame of a text. 
Special care needs to be taken where words have a similar form 
in English and the target language. 


Checklist • Texts are of similar length to those in Grade 9 task B. 
• There are six statements in English, the first of which is an 


example. 
• There are seven texts in Spanish in random order.  
• All the texts are on the same topic. 
• There is one extra text which is a distractor.  
• The task is written in such a way that learners have to consider 


a number of texts, including the extra text, before finding the 
correct answer. 


• Each answer is clearly correct. 
• No answer depends on knowing one key word. 
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Read the texts in Spanish about living in the countryside. Choose the letter, A–G, which 
matches each statement in English best. Write the correct letter in the box.  
There is one extra letter you do not need to use. You must not use a dictionary. The task 
begins with one example. 
 
Who says this? 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


A Carmen  B Laura  
 
 
 
 
 


Tengo una granja por lo que tengo que vivir 
cerca de los animales que necesitan cuidado 
constante. Me levanto muy temprano para 
darles de comer. En mis horas libres visito a 
mis hermanas.  


 


Vivir en el campo siempre fue un sueño para 
mí. Aquí puedo disfrutar de la naturaleza. 
Nunca he soportado los humos de las 
grandes ciudades. Ahora ya no tengo que 
preocuparme por la contaminación.  


C Luis  D Andrés  
 
 
 
 
 


Soy abogado y tengo que vivir en la ciudad. En 
el campo puedo hacer las actividades que me 
gustan y que no encuentro en la ciudad, como 
piragüismo y equitación. Por eso siempre que 
puedo me escapo al campo.  


 


Tengo amigos que no pueden vivir sin los 
teatros y museos de la ciudad. Yo prefiero el 
campo sobre todo por mis hijos. Me gusta 
vivir aquí porque sé que crecerán en un 
ambiente sano.   


E Emilio  F Petra  
 
 
 
 
 


La última vez que fui estuve en una granja, 
recuperándome de una gripe. Me pareció muy 
interesante ver los animales y me hizo bien 
respirar un aire tan limpio, pero no elegiría vivir 
en el campo.  


 


Vivo en el campo por razones de salud, pero 
echo de menos los museos y las galerías de 
arte. Es que nací en la ciudad y es difícil 
acostumbrarme. Debo buscar otros 
pasatiempos.  


G Antonio     
 
 
 
 
 


Me encanta el campo y viviría allí si pudiera. Lo 
que sucede es que soy alérgico a las plantas. 
Tendría que ir al médico continuamente. Es 
una pena porque a mi familia le encantaría.     


Example: I am happy living in the countryside now. B 


1 My family benefits from living in the countryside.  


2 I live in the countryside because of my job.  


3 I can pursue my hobbies in the countryside.  


4 I miss the cultural activities of the city.  


5 I would be ill all the time if I lived in the countryside.  







 
 


Intermediate Spanish 
Reading Grade 9


Task C (adaptable)


Teacher’s Notes 
 


© OCR 2008 


“I can understand a wide range of authentic texts in familiar contexts.” 
 


Instructions Learners read a text in Spanish and ten statements in English. 
Five of the statements are true, and five are false. Learners put a 
tick ( ) in the box next to the five statements which are true 
according to the text. Dictionaries must not be used. The task 
begins with one example. 


  
Pass 4 out of 5 
  
Answers 2, 3, 6, 8 and 10 
  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task, but learners must be required to 
process and understand a whole section of text, not just 
understand a key word.  
Learners should not be able to get the answer simply by spotting 
the grammatical tense or time frame of a text. 
The English statements must not be direct translations from the 
text.  
Special care must be taken where words have a similar form in 
English and the target language. 


Checklist • The text is of similar length to Grade 9 task C. 
• There is one example which is true. 
• There are ten further statements in English. 
• Statements follow the order of the text. 
• Five statements only are true according to the text. 
• True and false statements appear in random order. 
• Each statement has one clear focus. 
• The statements are not interdependent. 
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Read the text about a fisherman who saves some people’s lives and then 
read the statements in English. Put a tick ( ) in the box next to the five 
statements which are true according to the text. You must not use a 
dictionary. The task begins with one example. 


Example: Francisco was on a fishing trip. ✓ 
  Now tick ( ) five more boxes. 


1 Francisco came across a boat that was sinking.  


2 Some of the tourists in the boat were unwell.  


3 The coast was too far away to swim.  


4 Some of Francisco’s crew did not want to help.  


5 Francisco did not have any food on board.  


6 Francisco got in touch with the nearest port.  


7 The authorities sent help straight away.  


8 Francisco’s wife contacted some journalists.  


9 Some people criticised Francisco’s actions.  


 
Un pescador salva a veinte personas 


 
El 14 de julio Francisco Valero salió a pescar en su barco con su tripulación de 
cuatro hombres. Ese día en vez de mariscos se encontraron con un barco con 
veinte personas que hacían señales desesperadas. Eran un grupo de turistas 
que había salido a pasar un día de recreación. Contaron que el motor no 
funcionaba y que llevaban tres días en el mar sin comer ni beber. Algunos 
tenían síntomas graves de insolación. La costa estaba a más de ochenta 
kilómetros.   
 
Comenzaba a anochecer, así que había que tomar una decisión. Francisco 
consultó con sus hombres y todos acordaron en ayudarlos. Abandonaron la 
pesca y apagaron el motor. Lo importante era dar de beber y comer a los 
desafortunados para lo cual prepararon grandes fuentes de macarrones y de 
arroz.   
 
Mientras cenaban, Francisco explicó la situación por radio a las autoridades 
del puerto más cercano, pensando que se iban a hacer cargo de los turistas. 
Increíblemente, dijeron que no podían prestar ninguna ayuda.   
 
Francisco llamó por el móvil a su esposa, Lucía, y le describió la situación. 
“¿Por qué no me mandas unas fotos por el móvil?”, sugirió ella. Francisco 
retrató a los turistas y Lucía envió las fotos a varios periodistas de la 
televisión. La publicidad avergonzó a la autoridad portuaria y como 
consecuencia mandó un barco de la marina para recoger a los turistas.   
 
Al volver a su pueblo Francisco y su tripulación fueron recibidos como héroes 
pero Francisco dijo, “Cuando alguien está en peligro, tú te paras a ayudar. Es 
la ley del mar.”  
  


10 Francisco felt he did what any other seaman would have done.  
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“I can answer unprepared questions in a conversation  
or following a presentation.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is an informal game which can be played 


in the classroom at any time. The outcome of the game is irrelevant 
to the assessment.  
Learners work in groups of three. They are given a theme, e.g. 
What I did at the weekend. Each member of the group prepares a 
statement in Spanish on this theme. Two of the statements must 
be false and one true. Each group then tells the whole class their 
statements. Each member of the group answers four questions in 
Spanish. The class then guesses who is telling the truth. Questions 
may be asked by the teacher or other learners; only the answers 
are assessed. 
Learners must not know in advance what questions they will be 
asked and they cannot refer to any notes. Dictionaries may be 
used by learners in the preparation stage only to help them plan 
this task. 


  
Marking notes Each learner is assessed individually and marked on the statement 


and four answers on the basis of both communication (up to 5 
marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half 
marks. 
 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task The teacher can adapt the task by changing the theme of the 
statements, e.g. what I did on my birthday, last Friday, on holiday, 
etc. Questions which can be answered “yes” or “no” should be 
avoided. 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• the statement and 4 relevant answers are clearly 


communicated and easily understood 
• there is a good attempt to use the target language 


pronunciation 
• simple strategies to maintain communication are 


attempted 


• structures and tenses appropriate to the task 
are used correctly 


• a range of vocabulary is used successfully 
• language used is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 mark 
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For this task you need to show that you can answer questions you have not been told in 
advance.    
Work in a group of three. Your teacher will suggest a theme for your group, e.g. What I did at 
the weekend. Two of you will prepare a statement each in Spanish which is not true and only 
one of you will prepare a true statement. You may use a dictionary to help you prepare your 
statement. 
When you are ready, you and your group will tell the rest of the class your statements. Other 
people in the class and/or your teacher will ask you four questions each in Spanish. You must 
answer in Spanish. If you have the true statement, you must answer truthfully. If you have a 
false statement, you must invent answers to fit it. When you have each answered your four 
questions, the class will guess which person is telling the truth. 
You will not know in advance what the questions will be. You can prepare together your 
statements and other information to help you answer questions you may be asked, but you will 
not be able to help one another with the answers and you cannot refer to any notes. Below is 
an example in English of what you can talk about and the kind of questions you may be asked. 
 


 


 


Example:   
What I did at the weekend Questions you could be asked: 


 
• Person A: I went to the beach 
• Person B: I went to a museum 
• Person C: I visited some relations 


 
• who did you go with? 
• what time did you get up? 
• what time did you leave?  
• what time did you get home? 


 
• what was the weather like? 
• how did you travel? 
• what did you eat? 
• what did you wear? 


 
Example of a statement: 
On Sunday I went to the beach. 
 
Preparing answers to questions you may be asked: 
I went with my brother Simon. 
I got up at ten o’clock, I think. 
We left home at about eleven thirty. 
We got back at four, or maybe five. 
It was hot and sunny all day. 
I travelled on the back of my brother’s motorbike. 
We went to a café and had fish and chips. 
I wore jeans and a T-shirt. 
 
Remember: even if you have the false statement, try to make your story sound true.  
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“I can answer unprepared questions in a conversation  
or following a presentation.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is an informal game which can be played 


in the classroom at any time. The outcome of the game is irrelevant 
to the assessment.  
Learners find out ten facts about a famous person, real or fictional, 
and write ten factual sentences about them in English in the first 
person. They give a copy of their facts to the teacher. When it is 
their turn, the learner makes a short presentation to the class of 
three of the facts in Spanish. Using the list of facts, the teacher 
asks five follow-up questions which the learner must answer. At the 
end, the class guesses who the famous person is. 
Learners may refer to factual notes in English, but must not refer to 
notes in Spanish. Dictionaries may be used by learners to help 
them plan this task. 


  
Marking notes The learner is assessed and marked on the presentation and 


answers on the basis of communication (up to 5 marks) and 
language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half marks. 
 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task The task can be adapted by changing the person: it could be an 
artist, a sports person etc. It may be helpful for the teacher to draw 
up a list of possible choices to help learners. 


 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• the presentation and the 5 answers are clearly 


communicated and easily understood 
• there is a good attempt to use the target 


language pronunciation 
• simple strategies to maintain communication 


are attempted 


• structures and tenses appropriate to the task 
are used correctly 


• a range of vocabulary is used successfully 
• language used is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you need to show that you can answer questions you have not been told in 
advance.    
Find out some facts about a famous person (real, historical, fictional), and write ten factual 
sentences about him/her. Your sentences must be in English but remember that you should be 
able to say them in Spanish. The sentences should be in the first person. 
 
Make two copies of your ten facts and give one copy to your teacher. When it is your turn, you 
will pretend to be the person you have chosen and present to the class three pieces of 
information in Spanish about him or her. Your teacher will then ask you five more questions in 
Spanish about this person from the facts you have provided. You must answer truthfully, so 
that the class can try to guess who the person is. You can refer to your factual notes in 
English, but you must not refer to notes in Spanish. You may use a dictionary to help you plan 
this task. 
 
Here is an example in English of what you can do.  
You choose William Shakespeare. 
 


Your ten facts: 
I am English. 
I was born a long time ago. 
I spent most of my life in London. 
I was an actor. 
I also wrote many plays. 
I wrote comedies and tragedies. 
My most famous play is ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 
I am famous all over the world. 
I was one of the owners of the Globe theatre. 
There is a museum dedicated to me in Warwickshire. 


 
  


The three facts you choose for your presentation: 
I am English. 
I was born a long time ago. 
I am famous all over the world. 


 


  


Five questions your teacher might ask: 
Where did you live? 
What are you famous for? 
What kind of plays did you write? 
What is the title of one of your plays? 
What else did you do? 
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“I can narrate events, tell a story or relate the plot of a book or film and give my 
opinions about it.”  


 
Instructions The context for this task is a factual presentation in the third 


person.   
Learners plan a one-minute presentation in Spanish about a news 
story of their choice based around a photograph from the news. 
When making the presentation to the group, class or teacher they 
must not refer to notes in Spanish. Dictionaries may be used by 
learners to help them plan this task. 
Where appropriate, learners could work together to make an ICT 
presentation about the stories and then give their talks to the 
class in the form of a short news programme. 


  
Marking notes The learner is assessed and marked on the presentation on the 


basis of communication (up to 5 marks) and language (up to 5 
marks). Please do not use half marks. 
 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task The presentation for this task should be in the third person. 
Instead of items from the national news, learners could present 
stories about events in their local community or school. 
The presentations could be videoed, and shared with another 
class. 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• the learner speaks for approximately one 


minute with little hesitation 
• the news item is clearly communicated and 


easily understood 
• there is a good attempt to use the target 


language pronunciation 


• a range of vocabulary, tenses and structures 
is used 


• there are some longer sentences with 
connectives 


• language used is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you need to show that you can give a factual presentation. 
Choose a photograph from the news, then plan and give a one-minute presentation about the 
news story to your class, group or teacher in Spanish. 
You must not refer to notes in Spanish when making your presentation. You may use a 
dictionary to help you plan this task. 
 
Below is an example of what you could prepare. It is about the new stadium for London in 
2012.  


 


 


Here is an example in English of what you could say: 
 


London will have a new stadium for the Olympic Games in 2012. The stadium will be in 
East London, close to the Olympic village. 
80,000 people will be able to watch the ceremonies to open and close the Games. 
People will be able to travel to the stadium by train. A train will arrive at the Olympic Park 
every fifteen seconds during the Games. There will be ten train lines and three new 
stations. If you catch a train in central London you will arrive at the stadium in only seven 
minutes. 
After the Games, the stadium will be a centre for many sports. 
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“I can narrate events, tell a story or relate the plot of a book or film and give my 
opinions about it.”  


 
Instructions The context for this task is a factual presentation in the third 


person. Learners work in pairs. They each prepare and give a 
presentation lasting one minute describing a book they have read. 
Their partner says whether they think they would like to read the 
book and why. 
When the learners are ready, the teacher listens to the 
presentation and the follow-up opinions. Learners must not refer 
to notes in Spanish. Dictionaries may be used by learners to help 
them plan this task. 


  
Marking notes Each learner is assessed individually on the presentation and 


follow-up opinions and marked on the basis of both 
communication (up to 5 marks) and language (up to 5 marks). 
Please do not use half marks. 
 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task The teacher can adapt this task by changing the topic: instead of 
a book the learner could recommend a TV programme, a 
computer game, a website, a film or a play. 
The dialogues could be performed to the class or group. 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• the learner speaks for approximately one 


minute with little hesitation 
• the story and opinions are clearly 


communicated and easily understood 
• there is a good attempt to use the target 


language pronunciation 


• a range of vocabulary and structures is used 
• there are some longer sentences with 


connectives 
• language used is generally accurate, 


including tenses appropriate to the task 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you need to show that you can talk about a book you have read. 
Work with a partner. One of you is ‘A’ and the other is ‘B’. ‘A’ begins by describing in Spanish a 
book they have read. They should try to talk for one minute. ‘B’ then gives their opinion in 
Spanish about whether they would enjoy the book, and why.  
Then swap. ‘B’ describes a different book for one minute in Spanish and ‘A’ gives their opinion 
in Spanish about this book.   
You can prepare and practise together, and when you are ready you can ask your teacher to 
listen to you both. You must not refer to any notes in Spanish. You may use a dictionary to help 
you plan this task. 
 
Below is an example in English of what you can do. 
 


Here are some ideas for your description: 
 
say what the book is called 
say who wrote it 
say when it was written 
say what type of book it is 
say what it is about  
describe a key character 
describe a memorable scene 
say why you chose this book 


Here are some ideas for your opinions: 
 
I don’t want to read it because I don’t like adventure stories. 
I don’t have time to read it now, but I will read it when I go on holiday. 
I would like to read it because the characters sound interesting. 
I prefer modern books and science fiction, but I would like to see the film. 


 


Your notes  
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“I can take part in a discussion, giving and justifying my opinions and ideas.” 
 


Instructions The context for this task is a discussion activity which can be 
carried out in the classroom at any time. The discussion must 
allow all learners to participate. The outcome of the discussion is 
irrelevant to the assessment. 
Learners work in small groups of three or four. They prepare a 
conversation based around a list of holiday possibilities, 
discussing which they prefer and why. They should be 
encouraged to make their conversation as interesting and varied 
as possible. Pictures are given as support. 
When the group is ready, the teacher listens to the conversation. 
Each learner must speak at least three times during the 
conversation. Learners must not refer to written notes in Spanish.  
Dictionaries may be used by learners to help them plan this task. 


  
Marking notes Each learner is assessed individually and marked on the basis of 


both communication (up to 5 marks) and language (up to 5 
marks). Please do not use half marks. 
 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task The teacher can adapt the task by changing the topic: the 
conversation could be about different types of food and 
restaurants; accommodation and places to live; different types of 
music and venues etc.  
The teacher could ask learners to bring pictures on a specific 
topic as preparation for the task. 


 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• three detailed points are communicated 


clearly and easily understood 
• opinions are given and justified 
• there is a good attempt to use the target 


language pronunciation 


• a range of vocabulary and structures is used 
• longer sentences with connectives are used 
• language used is generally accurate, including 


tenses appropriate to the task 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you need to show that you can take part in a discussion and justify your opinions. 
Work in a small group of three or four and imagine you are planning a holiday together. In your 
group you prepare and practise a conversation in Spanish where each of you expresses an 
opinion about: 
• where you would like to go and why 
• where you would like to stay and why 
• how you would like to travel and why. 
You can use the pictures to help you if you want. Try to make your conversation as interesting 
as possible. You can make suggestions, give opinions and give reasons for your opinions and 
ideas. You each need to say at least three things, e.g.  
I don’t like travelling by boat because I am always sea-sick. Can’t we go by plane? 
I don’t want to go to Spain because it will be too hot in August and I burn easily. Why don’t we 
go to Scotland?  
When your group is ready, ask your teacher to listen to you having your discussion. You can 
use the photographs, but you must not refer to written notes in Spanish. You may use a 
dictionary to help you plan this task. 
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“I can take part in a discussion, giving and justifying my opinions and ideas.” 
 


Instructions The context for this task is a one-minute presentation expressing 
ideas and opinions. 
Learners work individually to prepare and give a presentation to 
argue the importance of an issue of their choice e.g. health, the 
environment, etc.  
They should speak for one minute and state their personal views 
clearly. 
They can use visuals for support, but must not refer to notes in 
Spanish. Dictionaries may be used by learners to help them plan 
this task. 


  
Marking notes Learners are assessed and marked on the basis of both 


communication (up to 5 marks) and language (up to 5 marks). 
Please do not use half marks. 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task Many different kinds of issues could be explored. 
Where appropriate, learners could work in groups and develop a 
debate presenting contrasting opinions on the same issue. 
In schools, this task offers the opportunity for cross-curricular links 
with science, geography or RE. A poster could be used or an ICT 
presentation prepared. 


 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• the issue is communicated clearly and in detail 


for one minute and is easily understood 
• opinions are given and justified 
• there is a good attempt to use the target 


language pronunciation 


• a range of vocabulary and structures is used 
• longer sentences with connectives are used 
• language used is generally accurate, including 


tenses appropriate to the task 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 







 
 


Intermediate Spanish 
  Speaking Grade 9


Task B


Learner’s Page 


 


© OCR 2008 


For this task you need to show that you can give a one-minute presentation expressing ideas 
and opinions. 
Work on your own to prepare and give a presentation to argue the importance of an issue of 
your choice, e.g. health, the environment, etc.   
You should speak for one minute and state your personal views clearly.   
You can use visuals for support, but must not refer to written notes in Spanish. You may use a 
dictionary to help you plan this task. 
 
Here are some examples in English of things you could talk about: 


 


 
 


Passive smoking is bad 


for health. Therefore, 


let’s ban smoking in all 


public places! 


 


Homework is not 


necessary. Children 


need time to enjoy 


themselves. 


 


An average person spends 


about 5 hours a day in 


front of the television. 


What a waste of time! 


     


Even though English is 


spoken in many different 


countries, it is important 


to learn other foreign 


languages. 


 
Vending machines 


should be banned from 


school premises 


because they encourage 


children to snack all day.


 


Pet owners who don’t look 


after their animals will face 


heavy fines or up to a year 


in prison under a new law. 
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“I can write a text, e.g. a report, article or story, conveying opinions and 
points of view.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is completing a form with personal 


information. 
Learners use notes in English to complete a form in Spanish in the 
first person and on three topics. Learners must write in full 
sentences. An example is given. Dictionaries must not be used. 


  
Marking notes The task is assessed on the basis of both communication (up to 5 


marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use marks 
half. 


  
Possible answers Estudio ciencias y música; llevo tres años aprendiendo el alemán. 
  
 Toco la guitarra pero no muy bien; me encanta mandar correos 


electrónicos a mis amigos. 
  
 Me gustaría visitar Chile; no me gustaría ir en avión. 
  


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt the task by changing the headings on the 
information sheet to be completed. 


Checklist • There are six points to communicate. 
• More than one tense is needed to complete the task. 
• The answer requires at least two negatives. 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• all 6 points are included 
• answers correctly transfer the meaning of the  


English notes 
• answers are easily understood 


• relevant vocabulary is used 
• more than one tense is used successfully 
• language is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you need to show that you can complete a form with personal information. Your friend is taking part in an exchange with a Spanish 
school. She has been asked to provide information about herself on this form so that a suitable exchange partner can be found. She has made 
some notes in the left-hand column in English, and has managed to do the first section, but would like you to do the rest for her. Fill in the three 
boxes writing in full sentences in Spanish to give all the correct information according to his notes. You must not use a dictionary. The first 
section is an example.  
 


Me llamo Christine Bell.  
Vivo con mi madre, mi padre y mis dos 


Name, age, family 
 
Christine Bell; lives with, mother, father, two younger 
brothers. 


hermanos menores. 
 
 


Subjects studying, languages spoken 
 
Studying music and science; been learning German for three years. 


 


 
 


Hobbies and interests 
 
Plays guitar but not very well; loves sending e-mails to friends. 


 


 


 


Future plans 
 
Would like to go to Chile; wouldn’t like to go by plane. 
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“I can write a text, e.g. a report, article or story, conveying opinions and 
points of view.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is writing an informal, descriptive letter. 


Learners write a letter to a Spanish friend giving their opinion of 
their holiday and comparing it with what they usually do. Some 
points for inclusion are given in English. Learners write at least 
eight sentences. Dictionaries must not be used. 


  
Marking notes The task is assessed on the basis of both communication (up to 5 


marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half 
marks. 


  


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt the task by changing the topic (e.g. a new 
holiday destination, a new car, a new school, a new job).  


Checklist • At least one prompt requires the learner to express an opinion. 
• More than one tense is needed to complete the task. 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• at least 8 relevant sentences are written 
• all 4 points are mentioned, including opinions 
• the text is easily understood 


• vocabulary and structures appropriate to this 
grade are used 


• more than one tense is used successfully 
• language is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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Querido Juan: 


Te voy a escribir sobre mis vacaciones. 


For this task you need to show that you can 
write an informal, descriptive letter. 
You have just booked your holiday. Write a 
letter to a friend in Spain giving your opinion of 
the holiday and comparing it with what you 
usually do. You should write at least two 
sentences on each of the four points below. You 
must not use a dictionary. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Escribe pronto, 


• mention one difference between your new 
destination and where you went last year  


e.g. countryside/coast, abroad/this country etc. 
 
 
• describe the accommodation and say why 


you chose it 
e.g. hotel/more comfortable, camping/cheaper 
etc. 
 
 
• say one thing you want to do during your 


holiday and explain why 
e.g. visit city/shopping, go skiing/active etc. 
 
 
• say how you like to travel and why 
e.g. plane/fast, car/easy etc. 
 


 
Bob  
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“I can produce formal and informal texts in an appropriate style  
on familiar topics.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is a formal email of complaint.  Learners 


use notes in English to write an email in Spanish. They write four 
sentences in Spanish including all the key points in the task. 
Opening and closing formulae are provided. Dictionaries must not 
be used. 


  
Marking notes The task is assessed on the basis of both communication (up to 5 


marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half 
marks. 


 
Possible answers Había veinte personas en la clase; el profesor no hablaba inglés. 


  
 Cada curso duraba dos horas; era demasiado tiempo. 
  
 Hacía mucho calor en las aulas; no había aire acondicionado.
  
 El hotel estaba lejos; costaba mucho ir en taxi. 
  


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task by changing the context of the 
complaint (e.g. a restaurant, a shop). 


Checklist • There are eight points to communicate. 
• The context is formal. 
• Past tenses are needed to complete the task. 
• The answer requires at least two negatives. 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• all 8 points are included 
• answers correctly transfer the meaning of the 


English notes 
• answers are easily understood 


• relevant vocabulary is used 
• appropriate tenses are used successfully 
• language is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you need to show that you can write a formal email of complaint. Your friend went on a Spanish course in Valencia and he was not 
happy with the language school. He would like to send an email to the language school to complain. He has made some notes in English. He has 
found a suitable beginning and ending in a phrase book, but has asked you to write the rest in Spanish. Write your answers in the space 
provided. Use full sentences and include all the points given below. You must not use a dictionary. 
 


Muy señor mío: 


Le escribo para quejarme de su escuela de idiomas.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Quedo a la espera de su respuesta. 


Atentamente,  


 
 
 
 
 
 
• twenty people in the class; 


teacher could not speak 
English 


  
• each lesson lasted two hours; 


too long 
 
• very hot in the classrooms; no 


air conditioning  
 
• hotel a long way away; very 


expensive to go by taxi  


Matthew Jones 
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“I can produce formal and informal texts in an appropriate style  
on familiar topics.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is a formal, informative text. 


Learners write a text to promote a charity event. Five key points for 
inclusion are provided. Learners must expand these with their own 
ideas. The text produced should consist of five sections in 
Spanish. Dictionaries must not be used. 


  
Marking notes The task is assessed on the basis of both communication (up to 5 


marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half 
marks. 


  


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• all 5 sections of information are included 
• the text is relevant to the task 
• the text is easily understood 


• vocabulary and structures appropriate to this  
grade are used 


• appropriate tenses are used successfully 
• language is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task by changing the context, but the topic 
areas and the type of information required must remain familiar. 


Checklist • There are five points to communicate. 
• The context is formal. 
• A future tense and a past tense are needed to complete the 


task. 
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For this task you have to show that you can 
write a formal, informative text. 
You are a member of a club which is planning 
a charity event. You have been asked to write 
a text for a website in your twin town in Spain. 
Organise the information according to the five 
points given in English below. You will need to 
use your own ideas to expand these points. 
You must not use a dictionary. 


 
This is an English example of the text you could write. Do not translate it, but use the ideas to help 
you plan your own text. 
 


    Light in the World 


• details of the event On Sunday 18 October from 10am until 3pm we are taking part in a race to raise money. 


• description of your charity ‘Light in the World’ works to help blind children in nearly forty poor countries. 


• how the money is spent For £30 per operation, ‘Light in the World’ can allow these children to see again. They can then 
go to school and study.  


• who is taking part More than five hundred people are going to run this year. There are six people in our team. 


• explain what you did last year Last year we raised more than £300, which paid for operations for ten children. 
Please help us!  For more information see our website www.chariclub.org  Thank you. 
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“I can communicate ideas accurately and in an appropriate style over a range of familiar 
topics.” 


 
Instructions The context for this task is an email giving instructions about 


routines.  
Learners use notes in English to write an email in Spanish. Five 
pieces of information for inclusion are provided, containing ten key 
points. Learners write five sentences in Spanish, including all the 
information given. The first and last sentences of the email are 
provided. Dictionaries must not be used. 


  
Marking notes The task is assessed on the basis of both communication (up to 5 


marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half 
marks. 


  
Possible answers El desayuno será a las ocho; la cena será a las siete. 


 Se prohíbe fumar en el comedor y en los dormitorios. 


 Los chicos deben traer toallas y sacos de dormir. 


 La piscina abre todos los días. 


 El jueves se organizará una visita a la playa. 
  


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• all 10 points are included 
• answers correctly transfer the meaning of the 


English notes 
• answers are easily understood 


• relevant vocabulary is used 
• appropriate tenses are used successfully 
• language is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt this task by changing the context but the 
language must refer to instructions about familiar routines. 


Checklist • There are ten points to communicate. 
• A future tense and at least one other tense are needed to 


complete the task. 
• The answer requires at least one negative. 
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Estimado Sr. Calatrava : 


Me dirijo a usted para informarle de algunos detalles de su próxima estancia en nuestro centro de  


actividades. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Le saluda atentamente, 


For this task you need to show that you can 
write an email giving instructions about 
routines. 
A Spanish teacher called Miguel Calatrava is 
bringing a party of Spanish students to the 
activities holiday centre where you work. 
Your boss has asked you to write an email in 
Spanish to explain some details to him before 
he arrives. 
The first and the last sentences have already 
been written in Spanish. You need to write the 
rest of the email to give Señor Calatrava the 
information below. Use full sentences and 
include all the points given below. You must 
not use a dictionary. 
 
• breakfast at 8 am and evening 


meal at 7 pm  
• no smoking in dining room or 


bedrooms 
• students must bring towels and 


sleeping bags 
• swimming pool open every day 
• visit beach on Thursday  


James Dixon  
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“I can communicate ideas accurately and in an appropriate style over a range of 
familiar topics.” 


 
Task description The context for this task is a magazine article describing an event. 


Learners write a magazine article in Spanish about a special 
event they have attended or seen on television recently. Six 
prompts are given in English. Learners write at least twelve 
sentences in Spanish. Dictionaries must not be used. 


  
Marking notes The task is assessed on the basis of both communication (up to 5 


marks) and language (up to 5 marks). Please do not use half 
marks. 


 
 


 


 


 
Pass 7 out of 10 (communication + language) 
  


Adapting the task Teachers can adapt the task by changing the type of event (e.g. 
a family occasion; a visit; an exhibition). 


Checklist • Six prompts are given. 
• Past tenses are needed to complete the task. 


 


COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE 
• at least 12 sentences are written 
• all sentences are relevant to the task 
• the text is easily understood 


• vocabulary and structures appropriate to this 
grade are used 


• appropriate tenses are used successfully 
• language is generally accurate 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 


• if the above is fully achieved: 5 marks 
• if the above is partially achieved: 3 / 4 marks 
• if the above is minimally achieved: 1 / 2 marks 
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For this task you have to show that you can 
write a magazine article describing an event. 
Your local twinning association publishes a 
magazine. 
For the next issue, you have been asked to 
write an article in Spanish about an event you 
have attended or seen on television recently, 
e.g. a concert or a sporting event. Use the 
prompts below to help you with your article. 
The editor has asked you to write at least 
twelve sentences. You must not use a 
dictionary. 
You could mention some or all of the following: 
 
• what sort of event it was 
• when and where it took place 
• why it was particularly special 
• what happened 
• how the event finished 
• what happened after the event. 
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Support Pack 


Welcome to your Asset Languages Support Pack. This electronic portfolio 
contains all the documents and files you will need to conduct full and thorough 
assessments for your chosen language and proficiency level.  There are individual 
tasks for assessment in each of the skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. 
 
Using this Portfolio 
You can browse the files within the portfolio using the arrow buttons to the left hand 
side of the screen.  
 
To preview a file double click the image for an enlarged view.  To edit or print a 
document you will need to extract it from the portfolio, to do this double click the 
image and select the ‘extract file’ button from the bottom of the preview.   
 
To close a preview, click on the cross at the top right corner.  
 
For listening assessments the portfolio contains audio files.  These files can be 
extracted from the portfolio in exactly the same way as documents using the 
‘extract folder’ button from the bottom of the image of the folder.  These files can 
then be played using the standard Windows Media Player, or other audio software, 
installed on your computer. 
 
If you would like to view other resources from OCR please visit our website at 
www.ocr.org.uk  
 



http://www.ocr.org.uk/
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