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Sources for Question 1
Read the sources below and use them when answering Question 1.

Source A
The passage of legislation
There is really little that the ordinary backbench MP can do to influence what laws are made and how
they are made. What goes into the Queen’s Speech is decided by the government while the Whips and
the Leaders of the two Houses ‘fix’ the rest of the process. All that is left to backbench MPs is the very
occasional chance to bring in a Private Member’s bill, while the Lords can occasionally have some
influence at the committee stage in their chamber.

Source B
The role of the Opposition in Parliament
It was once argued that the role of the Opposition in Parliament was ‘to oppose everything and propose
nothing’. However there are opportunities for Opposition MPs to make an impact which is constructive.
They have some scope to put forward legislation as well as topics for debate, and they also have many
opportunities, such as seats on select committees, to make constructive policy proposals.
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