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SECTION A
Answer the question in this section.
Use the source below and your own knowledge to answer Question 1.
Source for Question 1
George W Bush’s two appointments to the Supreme Court had more of an impact
upon the political outlook of the Court than the two made by President Obama in
his first term. This can be explained by considering the balance of the voting blocs
on the Court. President Bush had the opportunity to leave a greater legacy upon
the Court as he was able to nominate a justice with a similar political outlook to his
own at a time when the retiring justice had different ideological views.

1

(a) Outline the process for appointing justices to the Supreme Court.

[10]

(b) To what extent has the Roberts Court favoured judicial restraint over judicial activism?

[15]

SECTION B
Answer three questions in this section.
2

Discuss the view that the economy is the most important influence on voting behaviour in
presidential elections.
[25]

3

To what extent do third parties play a significant role in US politics?

[25]

4

Discuss the view that pressure groups need more than money to be successful.

[25]

5

Assess the claim that states are increasingly reliant upon the federal government.

[25]

6

To what extent does Congress lack effective leadership?

[25]

7

Assess the view that the cabinet plays an important role in assisting the president.

[25]

8

Assess the claim that first amendment rights are well protected in the US today.

[25]

Copyright Information
OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials. OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders
whose work is used in this paper. To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright
Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.
If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible
opportunity.
For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE.
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a
department of the University of Cambridge.
© OCR 2012

F853/01/I Jun12

