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Answer two questions.

1

(a) Explain why, in Mark 14, the account of Jesus praying in Gethsemane is an important aspect
of the portrayal of Jesus.
[25]
(b) ‘In Gethsemane Jesus appears to be weak.’ Discuss.

2

(a) Explain the ways in which Matthew emphasises the reality of the resurrection in his account
of the burial and resurrection of Jesus.
[25]
(b) To what extent is Matthew’s account of the resurrection convincing?

3

[10]

(a) Explain the significance of the account in Mark 11 when Jesus cursed the fig tree.
[Mark 11:12-14 & 20-25]
[25]
(b) To what extent might the cursing of the fig tree be an invention by the gospel writer?

4

[10]

[10]

(a) Explain why the Roman occupation of Palestine in the first century is an important factor in
understanding the circumstances of Jesus’ death.
[25]
(b) ‘If it had not been Passover, Jesus might not have died.’ Discuss.

[10]
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