
OCR Nationals
ICT Case Study 1

www.ocrnationals.com
02476 851509
email: ocrnationals@ocr.org.uk

Key Feedback
�U�Ê�Ê���•�i�Ý�ˆ�L�ˆ�•�ˆ�Ì�Þ – The Nationals’ unit-based approach has proved really useful for teaching students 

with a wide range of abilities. The OCR Nationals structure lets teachers tailor and pace learning 
to students’ interests and individual progress.

•	 Students	love	to	have	the	option	to	do	more	than	just	one	or	two	GCSEs	in	ICT.

�U�Ê�Ê�"�˜�i�‡�Ì�œ�‡�œ�˜�i�Ê�“�œ�`�i�À�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜	–	One-to-one	moderation	means	teachers	don’t	have	to	wait	to	find	out	
from	OCR	how	things	are	going.	They	can	discuss	things	with	a	moderator,	check	standards	and	
make	improvements	in	good	time.	This	leads	to	confidence	among	the	teaching	team.

�U�Ê�Ê���œ�Ì�ˆ�Û�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜	–	Students	are	more	motivated	than	with	other	qualifications	we	have	tried.	
Independent	learning	lets	them	choose	what	they	what	to	study	most,	and	if	they	want	to	learn	
more	in	one	area,	they	pursue	their	interests	in	creative	and	relevant	directions.

�U�Ê�Ê��>�Ã�Þ�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�“�>�˜�>�}�i	–	Course	management	is	easier	because	of	continuous	assessment.	We	have	
tracking	systems	that	manage	assessment	easily	and	effectively.	Students	also	have	access.

�U�Ê�Ê���ˆ�}�…�i�À�Ê�i�Ý�«�i�V�Ì�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�Ã	–	While	continual	assessment	brings	more	admin,	staff	genuinely	
appreciate being able to extend learning for all students through the delivery of the units.

�U�Ê�Ê�
�œ�˜�Ì�ˆ�˜�Õ�>�•�Ê�>�Ã�Ã�i�Ã�Ã�“�i�˜�Ì	–	We	can	be	responsive	and	intervene	very	quickly	where	needed.

�U�Ê�Ê���ˆ�}�…�i�À�Ê�>�V�…�ˆ�i�Û�i�“�i�˜�Ì	–	86%	of	students	passed	their	ICT	GCSE	with	a	C	or	higher	in	2009.
The	data	for	2010	suggests	92%	of	students	will	pass	their	OCR	National.	That’s	on	a	par	with	
the	school’s	previous	GNVQ	part	one	pass	rate.

Bishop Stopford School 
Kettering, Northants

Number of students: 1450

“ All students study for an ICT 
qualification, so it’s not an option. 
I feel that OCR Nationals is the 
best qualification out there at 
the moment for us to enable all 
students to progress.”
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The most striking thing about this school’s experience 
with the OCR Nationals is the improvement in student 
motivation. ICT isn’t optional: everyone does it, which 
could pose a real problem. But even the 30-35% of 
students who say they aren’t interested in ICT are soon 
inspired by watching their own progress in real time and 
tracking their marks as they progress towards achieving 
the qualification.

A voyage of discovery

If students have completed a unit, they’re free to take 
themselves on a voyage of discovery into related topics. 
They appreciate the freedom to explore more deeply the 
things that interest them most. As a result, many of them 
end up learning a lot more than they need to simply pass 
their qualification.

Achievable goals 

Because all this flexibility works within a well-designed 
structure, students have achievable goals to aim for. They 
know exactly what they need to do to pass each part of 
their qualification. This provides a positive framework for 
them to use as a basis for independent learning, and they 
take to it like ducks to water.

Relevant to students

Skills-based learning means that students find it much 
less of a challenge to relate what they’re doing to the real 
world. Because they can see the relevance of what they’re 
doing, they perform better, which makes it easier and 
more fun to learn.

The specifications aim to:

•		Develop	learners’	skills,	knowledge	
and understanding – with special 
relevance to jobs in ICT.

•		Enable	progression	to	further	
education programmes or 
occupational training, enter 
employment or enhance their 
current employment status.

•		Develop	a	learner’s	ability	to	work	
autonomously and effectively.

•		Enable	learners	to	develop	
knowledge and understanding in 
specialist areas of ICT.

•		Promote	interaction	between	
employers, centres and learners.

Features include: centre-assessed 
and externally moderated by OCR; 
no timetabled exams; candidates 
complete units at a time that suits 
the	centre;	grades	are	Pass,	Merit	or	
Distinction.

Level 1, 2 and 3 – eligible for funding 
under the Learning and Skills 
Council.

For other OCR Nationals 
qualifications, see our website.

“ The students are so much more 
motivated on this course compared 
with the traditional GCSEs we’ve 
done in the past.”

  Julian White, Head of ICT, Bishop Stopford School


