Checkpoint Task
Sustainability
Instructions and answers for teachers
This Checkpoint Task should be used in conjunction with the KS5–HE Transition Guide – Sustainability.
The main issue with conservation and looking at the conflict between human needs and conserving
habitats and species, is in being able to argue a point with evidence. It isn’t a case of learning key facts
or vocabulary. It is more about understanding the need for evidence to persuade others, whatever your
own stance and opinion. In this topic many have an opinion but are unable to back up their ideas and
support what they say with evidence, so that it does hold weight and persuade. It tends to break down in
to uninformed argument – and this is what the teacher needs to be very aware of and stop the
discussion if this is what is happening. The activities should provide the chance for students to gain
experience of this and see some scenarios where this skill is important.

So the idea of this checkpoint task is to see if they can be critical of someone else putting forward an
argument – look at where they use skills that the activity has addressed. See if they can identify a point
and evidence to back it up. See if they understand the message which the interviewee is trying to make
and what the interviewer’s agenda might be.
Listen to this interview:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03mfvl9
It also can be accessed from:
http://www.worldlandtrust.org/news/events/bbc-radio-4-shared-planet-do-care-too-much-about-nature

Then discuss the issues.
Students should recognise issues being discussed. They should also recognise the role of the
interviewer and interviewee. They should look for where evidence is used to back up a point. They
should look at where decisions have had to be made about resources and think about the consequences
of those decisions. They should also be able to come up with their opinion on the issues discussed, and
be able to develop their own questions from the material being discussed in the interview.

Version 2

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By clicking on ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ you can help us to ensure that our resources
work for you. When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’. Thank you.
If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can
be found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board,
and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible
for any errors or omissions within these resources. We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the OCR website to ensure you have the most
up to date version.
© OCR 2015 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the
originator of this work.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Maths and English icons: Air0ne/Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Version 2

