OCR Level 1 and 2 Certificate in Living Texts
Instructions for teachers
Living Texts is a qualification that is designed to encourage students to read a wide variety of texts and
to develop the analytical and creative skills that will consolidate and support further study at GCSE and
beyond. This qualification can be undertaken at different stages within the curriculum. At KS3 it can
provide a framework for study, as a pathway for Gifted and Talented students or as preparation for KS4.
At KS4 it can sit alongside GCSE or IGCSE as a way of personalising a creative and stimulating English
curriculum in Years 10 and 11. At KS5 it can provide a recognisable qualification to support other
programmes of study and lead into employment.
Living Texts is a flexible qualification with three units, each with one straightforward Assessment
Objective. All the units are internally assessed and externally moderated. Schools and colleges have the
freedom to select texts for study that will be stimulating and challenging for their students. There is no list
of prescribed texts but suggestions of stimulating texts and pairings of texts are included in the
specification available on the OCR website. Text choices can be drawn from a wide range of literary and
non-literary genres including novels, plays, poetry, short fiction, travel writing, biography and
autobiography, film/TV/radio scripts, media texts and spoken language texts.
Students will study a minimum of five texts across the three units of Living Texts. The units are: B931
Analysing Texts, B932 Recreating Texts and B933 Comparing Texts.

Unit B931 Analysing Texts
Students will study at least two of the text types listed above. Students complete two analytical writing
tasks, one for each text. There is flexibility in this unit for students to select their own text(s), thus
allowing them to engage closely with work that they are interested in. Similarly, teachers can point
students toward texts that will be appropriate for them and stretch and challenge individuals within a
group. Some centres approach this unit by studying a ‘core’ text for one of the tasks and offer a broader
range of texts for the other task. Whilst the focus in this unit is analysis, AO1 also foregrounds the
development of interpretation and the exploration of ideas in texts, suggesting how texts can be read in
different ways depending on the audience. Examples of appropriate tasks for this unit are available in
Assessment Materials on the Living Texts pages of the OCR website
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Unit B932 Recreating Texts
Students will study texts from two different genres, of which at least one must be different to that studied
in B931. The texts studied here can be extended texts like those studied for B931 or shorter texts such
as journalism, memoirs, blogs, reviews, scripts and the like. This unit allows students to develop their
skills as writers by creating original texts based on knowledge and understanding gained from the close
study of style models. Much of the best work for this unit has students produce original pieces on
subjects for which they have a particular commitment, for ‘real’ audiences and in forms with which they
are familiar. Examples of suitable tasks are available on the Living Texts pages of the OCR website.

Unit B933 Comparing Texts
Students will produce a single written study which explores connections and relationships between texts.
These texts could be linked in terms of theme but drawn from different genres. Some centres approach
this unit by studying one ‘core’ text and then offering a range of other texts from which students can
select a text for comparison. There are many interesting examples of paired texts for this unit given on
the website. This unit also requires students to produce a presentation that links to their written study.
Particular advice on the types and forms of presentation is given in the B933 section of the Examiners’
report for Living Texts, available on the OCR website.
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