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Worksheet 1 Peer Review
Task 1
Publication is the goal of any research. Unless other people know of the research it is not useful. Typically research is first published in journals, these are stored in yearly volumes and they form a permanent scientific record. 

When we read the research that has been published in journals we need to know that it is of good quality and hasn’t simply been made up. In order to achieve this, research goes through a system of peer review.

The system of peer reviewThe system begins with the research paper being submitted to a journal for consideration for publication.

The editor of the journal examines the topic and sends the paper to other psychologists who are experts in the field.

Their critical appraisal of the work is returned with recommendations about suitability for publication.



To ensure high standards are maintained, the editor will either accept the research for publication, or suggest revisions should be made before resubmitting it or they may decide to reject the research altogether.  Peer review acts as a control mechanism only allowing only high quality research to appear in the public domain. 


Despite the system’s best efforts to validate new knowledge, peer review is not without its problems. The UK Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (2002) have identified a number of different types of fraudulent research. Namely:Fabrication
Falsification
Plagiarism


Activity
One of the most famous examples of alleged fraud is the Cyril Burt Affair. Conduct a Google search and write a summary of the allegations explaining how it supports the notion that peer review is not infallible. 



Extension Task: stretch and challenge 
Find other famous examples of professional misconduct. 


Lesson Element

Worksheet 2 Peer Review
Despite its best efforts, there are other problems of validating new knowledge. Complete the table below to describe how these issues can be causes of concern. 
	Production bias
	

	File drawer phenomenon
	

	Objectivity
	



Extension: Stretch and Challenge
	Preserving the status quo
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