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Task 1: Close Reading

This task requires close analytical focus on the extract,
passage or poem, balanced with awareness of how the
extract, passage or poem relates to the text as a whole.

Therefore tasks should:

- make explicit the requirement to comment closely
on the writing of the extract, passage or poem e.g.
Analyse in detail/Comment closely etc.

« ask learners to relate the extract, passage or poem
in some way to the text from which it is taken,
e.g. considering how far it reflects the style and
concerns...

Examples

Comment closely on Heaney's presentation of the body
and the viewer’s response in ‘Punishment, considering
how it reflects the style and concerns of Heaney's ‘bog
poems’in North.

Text: Passage from The Namesake (Jumpa Lahiri): from
p.122 The night is windy...'to p.124"...You remind me of
everything that followed!

Write a detailed commentary of Lahiri's presentation
of this conversation between Gogol and his father,
discussing the excerpt’s significance in The Namesake’s
concern with names and naming.

Text: Passage from Jerusalem (Jez Butterworth): from
p.32, from Pea:'Why did he stop?'to Johnny:[...] those
houses'll need painting!

Discuss in detail ways in which Butterworth presents
Johnny in this extract, considering how it contributes to
his characterisation in Jerusalem as a whole.
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Task 1: Re-creative writing

This task requires a recreated piece, directly related to the
original text, which reflects the style and concerns of that
text. It also requires a commentary where learners discuss
what they have attempted and how their piece of writing
demonstrates aspects of the original text.

Therefore tasks should ask for:

a recreative piece of writing, reflecting aspects of the
style and concerns of the original text

« acommentary which evaluates ways in which the
recreated piece of writing imitates features of the
original text.

Examples
Text: The World's Wife (Carol Ann Duffy)

Choose another female character similar to those created
by Duffy and write a poem exploring them and their
experience using language and poetic methods you
have observed in The World's Wife. Add a commentary
which explains how your choices have been influenced
by Duffy’'s poems and in what ways you have attempted
to mirror her style and concerns.

Text: Reading in the Dark (Seamus Deane)

Write another narrative section to be placed at a
particular point in the novel, making sure to consider the
age of the narrator at the point you have chosen. Add a
commentary which evaluates ways in which you have
imitated Deane’s characteristic style and concerns.

Text: A Streetcar Named Desire (Tennessee Williams)

Write a soliloquy for Mitch to be performed at the end

of Scene 9. Add a commentary which discusses ways

you have imitated Williams' characterisation of Mitch,
considering this particular point in the development of the

play.
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Task 2: Comparative Essay

This task requires learners to make connections between
the writing and concerns of two texts. The task must have
a literary focus.

Therefore tasks should:

« explicitly require comparison or contrast between
the texts

- focus the comparison or contrast on a literary aspect
of the texts (e.g. the presentation of a key theme).

Examples

Texts: Selected Poems (Wilfred Owen) and Birdsong
(Sebastian Faulks)

Compare some of the ways in which Owen and Faulks
present the horrors of warfare and soldiers'experience.

Texts: Resistance (Owen Sheers) and Dunsinane (David
Greig)

Compare ways in which Sheers and Greig explore the
complexities of invasion and resistance in Resistance and
Dunsinane.

Texts: Becoming Strangers (Louise Dean) and Selected
Poems (Elizabeth Jennings)

By comparing Dean’s and Jennings' presentation of illness
in Becoming Strangers and Selected Poems, say how far
they can be said to offer hope.

Further examples can be found in the Non Exam
Assessment Guide, published April 2015.
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OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:

page 1: student in library/pixelfit/gettyimages.co.uk; page 3: student

writing/ Wavebreakmedia Ltd/gettimages.co.uk

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocrorg.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about
OCR quialifications or services (including
administration, logistics and teaching)
please feel free to get in touch with our
Customer Support Centre.

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCRis part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2020 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
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The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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