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Introduction
This resource has been produced by a senior member of the A Level Art and Design 
examining team to offer teachers an insight into how the assessment objectives are applied. 
It has taken the two high mark questions from the sample question paper and used them 
to illustrate how the questions might be answered and provide some commentary on what 
factors contribute to overall levels. 

As these responses have not been through full moderation, they are banded to give an 
indication of the level of each response. 

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any 
way constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.

The sample assessment material for these answers and commentary can be found on the A 
Level Art and Design web page and accessed via the following link: http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/as-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h200-h600-from-2015/

The contents of this exemplar material document are to be used for reference and guidance 
only.  The descriptors and marks shown should not be used as a mark scheme in place of the 
Assessment Objectives.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h200-h600-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h200-h600-from-2015/
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 1
Colourful Faces                  [115]

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully and maturely developed, reflecting a sophisticated response to 
contextual and other sources, with evidence of mature and sustained investigation.

Demonstrates sophisticated and sustained analysis and critical understanding.

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 6

23

Sophisticated and sustained exploration and mature selection of relevant resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes.

Sophisticated and sustained review and refinement of work as it develops.

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 6

23

Sophisticated and mature recording of ideas, observations and insights to reflect intentions.

Sophisticated ability to reflect critically on work and progress.

AO3: RECORD

Band: 6

23

A personal and meaningful response showing sophisticated and mature realisation of 
intentions. Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are 
sophisticated and mature.

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 6

23

Sophisticated and sustained communication of ideas. RELATED STUDY 6 23
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 2
Reflection                   [110]

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully and maturely developed, reflecting a sophisticated response to 
contextual and other sources, with evidence of mature and sustained investigation.

Demonstrates sophisticated and sustained analysis and critical understanding.

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and sustained exploration and mature selection of relevant resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes.

Sophisticated and sustained review and refinement of work as it develops.

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and mature recording of ideas, observations and insights to reflect intentions.

Sophisticated ability to reflect critically on work and progress.

AO3: RECORD

Band: 6

22

A personal and meaningful response showing sophisticated and mature realisation of 
intentions. Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are 
sophisticated and mature.

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and sustained communication of ideas. RELATED STUDY 6 22
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 3
Woodland                   [109]

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully and maturely developed, reflecting a sophisticated response to 
contextual and other sources, with evidence of mature and sustained investigation.

Demonstrates sophisticated and sustained analysis and critical understanding.

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and sustained exploration and mature selection of relevant resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes.

Sophisticated and sustained review and refinement of work as it develops.

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and mature recording of ideas, observations and insights to reflect intentions.

Sophisticated ability to reflect critically on work and progress.

AO3: RECORD

Band: 6

22

A personal and meaningful response showing sophisticated and mature realisation of 
intentions. Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are 
sophisticated and mature.

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and sustained communication of ideas. RELATED STUDY 6 21



Exemplar Candidate WorkA Level Art and Design

9



Exemplar Candidate WorkA Level Art and Design

10

PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 4
Arms                     [109] 

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully and maturely developed, reflecting a sophisticated response to 
contextual and other sources, with evidence of mature and sustained investigation.

Demonstrates sophisticated and sustained analysis and critical understanding.

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 6

21

Sophisticated and sustained exploration and mature selection of relevant resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes.

Sophisticated and sustained review and refinement of work as it develops.

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 6

23

 In-depth and well considered recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions.

Insightful ability to reflect critically on work and progress.  

AO3: RECORD

Band: 5

20

A personal and meaningful response showing sophisticated and mature realisation of 
intentions.

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and sustained communication of ideas. RELATED STUDY 6 23
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 5
Reading                    [105] 

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully and maturely developed, reflecting a sophisticated response to 
contextual and other sources, with evidence of mature and sustained investigation.

Demonstrates sophisticated and sustained analysis and critical understanding.

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 6

21

In-depth exploration and well considered selection of relevant resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes. Fully developed and insightful review and refinement of work as 
it develops.  

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 5

20

In-depth and well considered recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions.

Insightful ability to reflect critically on work and progress.  

AO3: RECORD

Band: 5

20

A personal and meaningful response showing sophisticated and mature realisation of 
intentions.

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 6

22

Sophisticated and sustained communication of ideas. RELATED STUDY 6 23
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 6
Decay                    [100] 

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully developed, with in-depth reflection of influences of contextual and 
other sources, with evidence of focused and insightful investigation.

Demonstrates fully developed and insightful analysis and critical understanding.  

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 5

20

In-depth exploration and well considered selection of relevant resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

Fully developed and insightful review and refinement of work as it develops.  

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 5

20

In-depth and well considered recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions. 

Insightful ability to reflect critically on work and progress. 

AO3: RECORD

Band: 5

20

A personal and meaningful response with fully developed and insightful realisation of 
intentions. 

Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are fully 
developed and insightful.   

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 5

20

Well-considered communication of ideas with insightful exploration, refinement and critical 
and contextual understanding. Extensive and well considered use of specialist language 
and vocabulary in recording is demonstrated. A high level of structured and reasoned 
knowledge and understanding is shown when presenting the study and realising intentions. 
Connections, where appropriate, between visual and other elements are fully developed 
and insightful.  

RELATED STUDY 5 20
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 7
Portrait                   [100] 

Description Band Mark

Informed ideas are fully developed, with in-depth reflection of influences of contextual and 
other sources, with evidence of focused and insightful investigation.

Demonstrates fully developed and insightful analysis and critical understanding. 

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 5

17

In-depth exploration and well considered selection of relevant resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

Fully developed and insightful review and refinement of work as it develops. 

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 5

17

In-depth and well considered recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions.

Insightful ability to reflect critically on work and progress.  

AO3: RECORD

Band: 5

18

A personal and meaningful response with fully developed and insightful realisation of 
intentions.

Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are fully 
developed and insightful. 

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 5

17

Sophisticated and sustained communication of ideas. RELATED STUDY 6 21
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 8
Blindfold                   [78] 

Description Band Mark

Ideas are well-developed, reflecting influences of relevant research of contextual and other 
sources, with evidence of focused and detailed investigation.

Demonstrates detailed and informed analysis and critical understanding. 

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 4

16

Detailed and informed exploration and selection of relevant resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

Detailed and informed review and refinement of work as it develops. 

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 4

16

Detailed and informed recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions.

Purposeful ability to reflect critically on work and progress.  

AO3: RECORD

Band: 4

16

A personal and meaningful response with well developed and purposeful links to intentions.

Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are well 
developed and purposeful.  

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 4

16

Detailed communication of ideas with informed exploration, refinement and critical and 
contextual understanding. Purposeful use of specialist language and vocabulary in recording 
is demonstrated. Evidence of knowledge and well-developed understanding is shown when 
presenting the study and realising intentions. Connections, where appropriate, between 
visual and other elements are well developed and purposeful.  

RELATED STUDY 4 14
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 9
Leaves                   [64] 

Description Band Mark

Ideas are developed with links to appropriate contextual or other sources, with some 
relevant and effective investigation.

Demonstrates relevant and effective analysis and critical understanding. 

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 3

12

Detailed and informed exploration and selection of relevant resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

Detailed and informed review and refinement of work as it develops.  

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 4

14

Detailed and informed recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions.  

Purposeful ability to reflect critically on work and progress.

AO3: RECORD

Band: 4

13

A personal and meaningful response with well developed and purposeful links to intentions.

Connections made between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are well 
developed and purposeful.  

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 4

13

Effective communication of ideas, with appropriate exploration and clear evidence of critical 
and contextual understanding. Accurate and mainly structured recording when using 
specialist language and vocabulary are demonstrated. Evidence of knowledge and some 
understanding is shown when presenting the study and realising intentions. Connections, 
where appropriate, between visual and other elements are appropriately developed.  

RELATED STUDY 3 12
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 10
Native American                  [58] 

Description Band Mark

Effective communication of ideas, with appropriate exploration and clear evidence of critical 
and contextual understanding. Accurate and mainly structured recording when using 
specialist language and vocabulary are demonstrated. Evidence of knowledge and some 
understanding is shown when presenting the study and realising intentions.

Connections, where appropriate, between visual and other elements are appropriately 
developed.  

AO1:  DEVELOP

Band: 3

12

Evidence of appropriate exploration and ability to select relevant resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

Review of work demonstrates effective refinement as work develops.  

AO2: EXPLORE

Band: 3

12

Effective and appropriate recording of ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions.

Effective ability to reflect critically on work and progress.  

AO3: RECORD

Band: 3

12

A personal and meaningful response with appropriate and realised links to intentions.

Connections between visual and other elements, where appropriate, are effectively 
developed.  

AO4: PRESENT

Band: 3

12

Effective communication of ideas, with appropriate exploration and clear evidence of critical 
and contextual understanding. Accurate and mainly structured recording when using 
specialist language and vocabulary are demonstrated. Evidence of knowledge and some 
understanding is shown when presenting the study and realising intentions. Connections, 
where appropriate, between visual and other elements are appropriately developed.  

RELATED STUDY 3 10
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to 
do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be 
found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR 
specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by the Board and the decision to use 
them lies with the individual teacher.  Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. We 
update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the OCR 
website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

© OCR 2015 – This resource may be freely copied and distributed, 
as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 
For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may 
be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2015 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England.  
Registered office 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 
3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
OCR customer contact centre

We will inform centres about any changes to the specification. We 
will also publish changes on our website. The latest version of our 
specification will always be the one on our website  
(www.ocr.org.uk) and this may differ from printed versions. 

Copyright © OCR 2015. All rights reserved.

Copyright 
OCR retains the copyright on all its publications, including the 
specifications. However, registered centres for OCR are permitted to 
copy material from this specification booklet for their own internal use.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20A%20Level%20Art%20and%20Design%20Personal%20Investigation%20exemplar%20work
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20A%20Level%20Art%20and%20Design%20Personal%20Investigation%20exemplar%20work
http://www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
www.ocr.org.uk
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