
Lesson Plan

The Importance of HTML
Teacher’s Notes

Time (min) Activity Further Notes

10 •	 Using	a	projector	display	a	website	e.g.	Cambridge	
Computing	(http://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.
org/weblink23).

•	 Demonstrate	the	menu	system	and	navigation	
through	some	of	the	pages.

•	 Explain	that	web	developers	must	design	websites	
that	can	be	viewed	on	different	computers	e.g.	PCs	
and	Macs	using	different	browsers	e.g.	Internet	 
Explorer,	Google	Chrome,	Mozilla	Firefox,	Safari,	
Opera.

•	 Therefore	design	standards	are	needed	so	that	the	
content,	layout	and	formatting	can	be	interpreted	by	
these	different	browsers.

•	 The	design	language	HTML	was	developed	to	 
accomplish	this.

•	 View	the	source	code	of	the	page	and	show	some	of	
the	statements.

In	Internet	Explorer	use	the	View	menu	or	
press	F12.

In	Chrome	use	ctrl-U.

15 Watch	the	set	of	videos,	pausing	to	discuss	the	content.

5 Discuss	the	videos	to	assess	learning.	Ask	questions	 
such	as:
•	 What	do	the	initials	HTML	stand	for?

•	 What	is	it	used	for?

•	 What	do	the	initials	CSS	stand	for?

•	 Why	was	CSS	developed?

•	 What	are	the	advantages	of	using	CSS?

HyperText	Markup	Language

To	describe	the	content	and	layout	of	web	
pages	through	the	use	of	tags.

Cascading	Style	Sheets

So	that	formatting	information	did	not	
have	to	be	included	with	the	content	and	
layout.

Each	instance	of	a	particular	element	e.g.	
a	headline	does	not	have	to	individually	
formatted	–	define	once,	apply	to	all.
The	style	can	be	changed	in	the	style	
sheet	and	it	will	then	change	all	the	
instances.
Can	be	applied	to	all	documents	so	they	
all	have	the	same	‘house	style’.
consists	of	servers	that	have	databases	of	
the	domain	names	matched	with	their	IP	
addresses.

Length 60 mins Specification	Link	 216/l

Learning	objective
Candidates	should	be	able	to:

(l)	explain	the	importance	of	HTML	and	its	derivatives	as	a	standard	for	the	creation	of	web	
pages
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Time (min) Activity Further Notes

15 Worksheet 1

Pupils	to	complete	Worksheet 1	either	on	paper	or	on	
computer.

Ask	individual	students	for	their	answers	and	discuss	
with	the	class	so	that	all	students	have	the	correct	
answers.	

Answers	provided.

Ask	students	with	the	correct	responses	
to	explain	to	the	class	how	they	arrived	at	
their	answers.

10 The	students	use Interactive Activity 1.

Extension Challenge/Homework

Students	to	complete	and	submit	Worksheet 2  
for	homework.

5 Plenary – Viewing source code

Allow	the	students	to	use	their	browsers	to	view	the	
source	code	of	a	website	e.g.	the	school’s	website.

Ask	them	to	look	for	commonly	used	tags	e.g.		
<head></head>,

<p></p>,	<h1></h1>
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What does the acronym HTML stand for?

HyperText	Markup	Language

Explain what HTML is and what it is used for.

It	is	an	authoring	language	used	to	create	documents	on	the	World	Wide	Web.	

It	was	developed	by	scientist	Tim	Berners-Lee	in	1990.

HTML	defines	the	structure	and	layout	of	a	Web	document	by	using	a	variety	of	tags	and	
attributes	which	are	interpreted	by	web	browser	software	to	display	the	pages.

There	are	hundreds	of	tags	used	to	format	and	layout	the	information	in	a	Web	page.	

Tags	are	also	used	to	specify	hypertext	links.	These	direct	users	to	other	Web	pages	with	a	
click	of	the	mouse	on	either	an	image	or	word(s).

(a) Explain what is meant by ‘tags’.

They	define	the	structure	and	also	the	formatting	of	a	web	document. 
HTML	tags	are	keywords	(tag	names)	surrounded	by angle brackets. 
HTML	tags	normally come in pairs	e.g.	<b>	and	</b>. 
The	first	tag	in	a	pair	is	the start tag,	the	second	tag	is	the end tag. 
The	end	tag	is	written	like	the	start	tag,	with	a forward slash before	the	tag	name. 
Start	and	end	tags	are	also	called	opening tags and	closing tags. 
The	start	and	end	tags	with	the	text	between	are	together	referred	to	as	elements.

(b) You may need to carry out some research to answer the following questions.State 
the start and end tags required for the following:

(i) The tags that should be placed at the start and end of the document.
<html>…</html>

(ii) To show the title of the document.

<head> 
<title> 

</title> 
</head>  
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(iii) To indicate a hyperlink.

<a	href=”http://URL”>Text	for	the	link	</a>

(iv) To indicate that the text should be bold and italic.

<b>	<i>………………………………….</i>	</b>

(v) To indicate that the text should be in Arial font and coloured red.

<font	face=”arial”	color=”red”>This	is	some	text!</font> 
(Note	spelling	of	‘color’).

What does the acronym CSS stand for?

Cascading	Style	Sheets

What is CSS and why was it developed?

HTML	was	developed	to	structure	web	documents	e.g.	this	is	a	headline	<h1>,	this	is	a	
paragraph	<p>.

As	the	web	developed,	designers	wanted	to	format	the	text	in	various	ways	e.g.	font	style,	
font	colour.	This	lead	to	the	development	of	new	tags	some	of	which	were	incompatible	
with	different	browsers.

HTML	was	being	used	to	format	as	well	as	structure	the	content	of	the	document.

Every	heading	had	to	be	formatted	separately	using	the	tags	even	if	all	the	headings	had	
the	same	formatting.

Therefore	style	sheets	were	developed	to	hold	the	styles	(formatting	information)	for	 
particular	elements	e.g.	the	style	of	headlines	<h1>	can	be	set	in	the	CSS	file	and	then	 
this	will	be	applied	to	all	the	headlines	in	a	document.

What are the advantages to a web developer of using style sheets?

The	formatting	style	has	only	to	be	defined	once	and	it	is	then	applied	to	all	instances	in	 
the	document.

If	it	has	to	be	changed,	it	only	has	to	be	edited	once	and	this	will	be	applied	to	all	instances.

The	same	style	can	be	applied	to	many	separate	documents.

Pages	will	load	faster	as	there	is	less	description	required.
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(a) Describe HTML. (2)

HyperText	Mark	up	Language 
Text	file	containing	the	text	to	be	displayed... 
...	uses	tags	which	indicate	how	to	display	it. 
…	location	of	pictures/other	elements	to	include. 
...	and	hyperlinks	to	other	locations/URLs.														

(b) Explain the importance of HTML in the creation of web pages. (2)

Web	browser	used	to	interpret	the	file	and	display	the	data	correctly. 
Because	it	is	an	open/accepted	standard... 
...	data	will	display	correctly	on	all	browsers. 
...	which	conform	to	the	standard.	 	

(c) Website designers now use cascading style sheets.

(i) Explain what these style sheets are used for. (2)

	Style	sheets	hold	the	formatting	information 
…for	particular	elements	e.g.	the	style	of	headlines	<h1>	.

(ii) What are the advantages for the developer in using these style sheets? (2)

The	formatting	style	has	only	to	be	defined	once	and	it	is	then	applied	to	all	instances	 
in	the	document. 
If	it	has	to	be	changed,	it	only	has	to	be	edited	once	and	this	will	be	applied	to	all	 
instances. 
The	same	style	can	be	applied	to	many	separate	documents.	
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