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Learner Resource 5 
Why is the Democratic Republic of Congo one of the least developed countries in the world?

	Sparsely populated but covering a vast area, the Democratic Republic of the Congo has lots of potential natural resources and minerals. These are estimated to be worth in excess of $20 trillion.

	Its economy has shrunk since the 1980s.

	At the time of its independence in 1960, the Democratic Republic of the Congo was the second most industrialised country in Africa (after South Africa). It also had thriving mining and farming industries.

	The Democratic Republic of Congo now has one of the world’s poorest populations.

	Agriculture provides the main income; cash crops include coffee, palm oil, rubber, cotton, sugar, tea, and cocoa. Food crops include cassava, plantains, maize, groundnuts, and rice.

	The Democratic Republic of Congo possesses 50% of Africa’s forests, and a river system that could provide hydroelectric power to the entire continent, according to a United Nations report.

	Forests cover 60% of the total land area. There are vast timber resources.

	Direct foreign investment is necessary in order for forestry to expand.

	Although the DRC’s economy has relied heavily on mining, the money made has often been lost through corruption in the government.

	The Congo is the world’s largest producer of cobalt ore and a major producer of copper and industrial diamonds. The Congo has 70% of the world’s coltan, and more than 30% of the world’s diamond reserves.

	Coltan is used in electronic components in computers and mobile phones. These are often referred to as “conflict minerals”.

	Smuggling of conflict minerals has helped fuel the war in the Eastern Congo.


	The Democratic Republic of the Congo has had a long history of political and social unrest.

	Ground transport in the Democratic Republic of Congo has always been difficult. The terrain and climate of the Congo Basin present serious barriers to road and rail construction, and the distances are enormous across this vast country.

	Corruption and war over the years has led to a lack of development of the transport system.

	Corruption is still rife. Politicians, the military and the police continue stealing aid and income.
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