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Instructions for teachers
These instructions feature five suggested student activities which begin on page 3. This Topic Exploration Pack supports OCR GCSE (9–1) Drama.

When distributing the activity section to the students either as a printed copy or as a Word file you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
‘Georgie Porgie’
(A traditional rhyme but with a twist!)

Georgie Porgie pudding and pie

Kissed the girls and made them cry

When the boys came out to play

He kissed them too .... he's funny that way!

Anonymous corruption of traditional.
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Introduction

Students are required to develop skills in creating original pieces of drama from a stimulus. There are skills to be developed in both identifying what roles any given stimulus could offer and in identifying/applying what style(s) of performance could be appropriate to any given material. 

To some extent the actual content of the chosen stimulus is not as important as the opportunity it will provide to practise and enhance skills. This unit is not so much about the content of the rhyme stimulus itself but rather the opportunities it provides for role / style exploration.

Before starting any exploration of this stimulus, the teacher should be familiar with the school's PHSE/Sex education policy. The practical content is about the mechanics of creating drama and not the details of delivering sex education. The teacher should be sensitive to the needs of the students in the class.
The rhyme
The original rhyme has numerous claims as to its historical origin and although these could be explored should the teacher wish, they are not the area of interest in this topic pack.

In the unit, the character of "Georgie" will be explored by paying attention to the other people around them, in the world of "Georgie", and their attitudes. It could be that the entire unit succeeds without anyone taking on that particular role. The students are not being asked to re-enact any of the events "Georgie" is being accused of. It could all be gossip!

The name "Georgie" lends itself to the central character being of either gender, and a girl could become the focus with a simple adjustment to the rhyme.
Suggested activities – teacher guidance

Suggested activity 1 – Starting the project

Introduce the project as being called "Georgie" with no reference yet to the rhyme. 

Describe the first "Georgie" as being the sort of teenager everyone wants to be. The most popular boy or girl in the year, the person everyone would love to be taken to the prom by etc. Lead a class discussion. 

•
How can they explain "Georgie's" social magnetism?

•
What is it that makes a "Georgie" so popular?

Set the challenge in groups to develop a short fun piece, using rhyme to introduce a version of "Georgie" to us, but focussed on just what it is that makes "Georgie" so attractive. 

Give students time to prepare and then present the scenes.

Now introduce the stimulus to the class. 

It can be anticipated that the class reactions, in addition to some initial amusement at the twist, might involve a degree of shock and surprise. 

Discuss in groups what type of "Georgie" is presented in this poem. How is this character different from the "Georgie" created in the earlier scenes? Students could create a ‘role on the wall’ for the two different characters.

Suggested activity 2 – "Kissed the girls"
Re-introduce the twisted rhyme. Point out that it says "girls"- plural. 

To start, consider the following:

•
Why did the girls cry?

Present the idea to students that crying is not always due to sadness. It could be excitement, nerves or tears of happiness. 

Set the following scene for students:

It is not just one girl who is infatuated by "Georgie" but rather, several have their eyes on him. One girl will have landed the triumph of having "Georgie" attend her party.

Set the task in single gender working groups (where possible). Create a scene where the girls are getting themselves ready for the party. It is known that "Georgie" will be there and that he is currently unattached. This could be every girls big chance and not just the one who is hosting the party. The world of social media could be brought in to the scene. 

A discussion might be needed to identify what key tensions could drive the scene. 

•
Whose side does a friend take if more than one girl in a social group see's him as her own personal property?

•
How will the girls prepare?

•
What hopes / plans / expectations will they go with?

The action will cover the 'getting ready' for and the 'arrival at' the door of the party. Then it will stop. 

Groups of girls should be asked to present a naturalistic or realistic scene. Any groups of boys should play the roles of girls in this exercise. This will most likely lead to much amusement in the performances, as they will most likely play caricature versions of the roles, but will probably result in the same tensions being explored through a more cartoon style presentation. 

Give the groups time to prepare and then present. See the girls groups first before finishing with the more content of the boys contributions.

Draw out any useful points to be made about whether the contributions made in the contrasting styles carried any more merit than others. 

•
Was it just as effective if the role was played by the correct gender?

•
How was it different?

•
What worked best? 

Suggested activity 3 – "Made them cry"
Explain that at the party "Georgie" did indeed kiss some girls. But the next day there is a rumour (nobody knows who started it) that "Georgie" had also been seen with a lad! Now we are in the business of gossip. 

· Will the girls who admire Georgie so much believe this rumour or is it just being spread by the ones who are jealous?

· Do the girls he kissed even know that he also kissed other girls?

· What will the other lads who were there make of it?

· Who was this other lad?

Arrange the students into new, mixed gender groups for this task. It is the Monday morning after the Saturday night party. There has been a whole day of gossip on social media about the events of the party. The "friends" are back together at school and things will be said, and accusations made. "Georgie" himself is not present in the scenes.

Create a scene of the students gossiping about the events that may (or may not) have happened at the party. Give time for preparation and presentation. 

After the performances, ask what sorts of roles have been created so far. 

· Have they all been characters in "Georgie's" own year group?

· What future scenes or moments would the class expect to be explored if they were to take the exploration further forward?

A resource bank of ideas will be generated and kept for future use if appropriate.
Suggested activity 4 – "He did what!"
Explain that the rumours about "Georgie" have circulated so much that they have come to other people's attention. These people include:

· Georgie's elder brother or sister.

· The schools teaching staff.

· The girl's parents.

· The other boy's parents.

· Georgie's parents.

All of these characters might now wish to get involved. You can add more characters from the discussion at the end of the previous activity if appropriate.

Explain that nobody will represent the role of "Georgie" in the action; rather "Georgie" is just someone who is talked about. The class are asked to choose which adult roles to explore further. What situations would you put them into? E.G. How would one parent tell another parent that they had heard their son is "gay?"

Create scenes in small groups using hot seating as a starting point. Give time to discuss and explore ideas relevant to their chosen character focus.

Present their scenes to the class.

Remind the class what characters / roles and situations they have now created in "Georgie's" world. And all without the role of "Georgie" being played by anyone. 

Consider the following questions:

· What viewpoint is the devised play being told from?

· Is the developing play actually about "Georgie?"

· What key themes are being explored through the scenes being devised? (For example, responses may include gossip and/or consequences.)

Further areas for exploration
· How do we develop the role of "Georgie"?

· When will "Georgie" speak for himself?

· What situations do we need to see "Georgie" in?

· If "Georgie" was only of primary school age, would the play be different?

· If "Georgie" was considerably older would the play be different?

· If "Georgie" was not the most popular person in the year group, but rather the shy reserved individual, would the play be different?
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Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or are considering switching from your current provider/awarding organisation, you can request more information by completing the Expression of Interest form which can be found here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest" �www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�


Looking for a resource? There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources for your qualification: ��HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/"�www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/


�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2016 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: n/a


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: � HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk" �resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�








Version 1
1





© OCR 2016

