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Learner Resource 3
Time-space compression?
What is time-space compression?

We live in a fast paced world, where we can communicate with people instantly, where we can face-time a friend in Australia and be connected almost instantly, alternatively we could fly from London to Perth in around 18 hours. But it has not always been like this, before the rise of commercial airlines only the elite in society could take flights. Before aeroplanes the only way to reach this continent was by boat which would have taken more like six weeks. Increasingly both time and spatial barriers are being overcome with the aid of technology, some people say we are ‘speeding up and spreading up’ to create a shrinking world. This is where the saying time-space compression comes from.
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Activity 1
List the types of technology that have helped to compress time and space. Can you categorise these in any way?

Stretch and extend
What do you think came first, globalisation or time-space compression? Research the term time-space compression and find out what different viewpoints and theories have been put forward about it.
What effect does time-space compression have on the world? 

Some might argue that it is time-space compression that has facilitated the process of globalisation. Alternatively, others may argue that without globalisation forces in the first place then the technologies to create time-space compression would not exist. Whichever you agree with there is no doubt that globalisation and time and space being compressed have changed our world and the way we understand places.


Activity 2

‘You never truly understand a place until you have heard someone else’s perception of it’. Discuss
What do you think about this statement? 

· Is it true? 

· Why? Why not? 

· What evidence have you used to support your answer?
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