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This Topic Exploration Pack supports OCR GCSE (9–1) Drama.

Introduction
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Barbara Hepworth sculpture Family of Man © Andrew Dunn, 2004.Wikimedia Commons
Dame Barbara Hepworth was a leading artist and sculptress and is one of the most prominent women known in this field. She was born in Wakefield, West Yorkshire, in 1903, studying art at Leeds College of Art and then going on to gain a scholarship at the Royal College of Art, London. Two major museums feature her work; the Barbara Hepworth Museum in St Ives (now controlled by Tate Britain) and the Barbara Hepworth Museum Wakefield, with exhibitions across the world. 
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She is best known for her large abstract sculptures, made in wood, marble and more recently bronze. She was also particularly interested in a connection with nature as demonstrated by her pieces exhibited outside. ‘The Family of Man’ is one of these pieces, displayed at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park in Wakefield. 

‘The Family of Man’ is a series of nine sculptures made from bronze, depicting various stages of life. It begins with a young girl, and includes two parents, a bride and groom and what she has called ‘ancestors’ and the ‘ultimate form’. These sculptures are typical of Hepworth’s work, stripping down the basis of the human form and presenting it in its simplest form. There is an obvious connection between them and nature displayed outside, in amongst the landscape of the Yorkshire Sculpture Park.

As with all abstract art, much is open to individual interpretation and the activities included here, are an exploration of this.
Additional teacher preparation
Teachers may wish to use the following questions as a starting point for the topic. 

How much sculpture have you seen?

What do you understand as abstract art?

What do you see in these pieces specifically?

How effective do you feel the sculptures are outside?  Does this change your view of them?

How do you think a space alters what we see? 

Do you think Barbara Hepworth’s work is important for women?
The following websites may be used to support students’ research and exploration:
http://www.ysp.co.uk/exhibitions/barbara-hepworth
www.hepworthwakefield.org 
www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/dame-barbara-hepwrth-1274 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Hepworth
www.britishpathe.com/video/barbar-hepworth.sculptress-1/query/man (free preview)
Suggested activities – teacher guidance

Activity 1 

Warm up

In groups of four create a tableau of the following scenes:

· 4 am at the station

· a seaside landscape

· moonlight in the woods.

Discuss the challenges of creating these scenes.

Create a tableau for the following:

· a cracked mirror

· in the box.

Discuss the challenges of creating a scene based on something more abstract.

‘Family Of Man’ by Barbara Hepworth

Explain the purpose of abstract art to the students – using shapes and colours to represent objects or ideas in a non-naturalistic way.

Share the stimulus and brainstorm what they could represent.

Discuss with students that they represent various ages of man.

Improvisation

Devise a scene which represents childhood. Consider the following:

· What are key images which represent childhood? 

· Who are you and what is your relationship with the other characters?

· What key phrases or words could you add into the dialogue?

Share the scenes and evaluate their effectiveness for portraying childhood.

Discussion

· During the performances were there any clichés or stereotypes that were used to portray childhood?

· Was this engaging for the audience or would the performances be more engaging if these were not used?

Key images

In groups of four, create a series of still images based on the following titles of ‘The Family of Man’:

· a youth

· bride and groom

· parents

· ancestors.

Create movement to link the scenes together into one scene. Add in words in the still images to show the emotions, thoughts or feelings of the characters in the scene.

Share the scenes with the group.

Plenary

· Discuss the words which were added into the scenes. Consider the following:

· Were all the added words similar to each group or did they differ?

· Which words were effective in the performance? Why did they have an impact on you as the audience?

· Were the words contrasting to the images or did they complement them? Why was this? 
Activity 2

Warm up game

Everyone stands in a circle with one person in the middle. Image this performer is a piece of clay. In turn, one person moves into the circle and has to mould the ‘clay’ into something specific. The rest of the group guesses what it is. The sculptor then becomes the clay for the next turn.

The ultimate form

One of the sculptures is called the ultimate form. What could this represent?

As a prompt, students may consider:

· Is this something we aim for or all become?

· What about the legacy we leave behind?

· Is there such a thing as the perfect image?

Still image

In pairs, create a still image of the ‘ultimate form’. Join with two or three other pairs (groups of 4-6) and share your work. Expand one pair’s idea to create a still image as a large group. Each group should try and come to a consensus on which image is the most effective and why. 

Improvisation

Using the still image created before, create a scene based on the representation of the ‘ultimate form’. The scene should start and end with the same still image. 

Each person in the scene must say at least one phrase or a few words. 

Share the scenes with the group.

Discussion

Consider the following:

What key themes were displayed/explored in the scenes?

Were the scenes a negative or positive portrayal of the ‘ultimate form’?

How could these scenes develop into a longer performance?

Extension

Create another scene to explore the theme/issue identified further.

Activity 3

Warm up

In pairs invent your own nonsense language using sounds instead of words.

Create a conversation with your partner using the new language. Join pairs together and show your conversation to the other pair. Can they guess what is happening? If yes, how did they know? Feedback to the group and spotlight successful performances.

Discussion

Brainstorm ideas around the word ‘family’. Consider the following:

What is a family?

What types of relationship can be found in a family?

What words represent how people in a family may feel?

Are these different if it is a happy family or not?

Are these different if it is a close-knit family or not?

Improvisation

Create a tableau of a family with each actor in a different pose. Each person then says who they are in the family and one line/phrase to show how they feel in the scene, staying in the tableau they have created.

Experiment with changing the tableau to use different types of staging. This could include:

· staging in the round

· with the audience on 2 or 3 sides of the performers

· performing outside

· performing in the corners of the room with audience in the middle

· huddled together in a very small space.
Spotlight a selection of performances with different types of staging and discuss how changing the staging affected what the audience felt about the family? 

Devising

Using one of the titles from the ‘Family of Man’ below, devise three scenes which link together into one performance about family in groups of up to four:

· ancestors

· parents

· youth

· a young girl

· bride and groom.

Each scene must last no longer than two minutes. One scene should be naturalistic and one scene should be abstract. The students can decide on the style of the third scene.

For example the bride and groom could be two people standing in different parts of the room and giving their thoughts on marriage, a young girl could be playing on her own in isolation whilst others play around her, the parents could be walking up and down as if in a nightmare from lack of sleep. 

Performance 

Perform the scenes to another group. Change the order of the scenes and perform them again. 

Discussion

Consider the following questions. Spotlight performances where necessary to demonstrate the points made by students.

· Which order of scenes worked well?

· Did the audience understand the performances where the abstract scenes were first?

· How did the performers feel about changing their performance and receiving feedback?

· Did any group decide their second performance was better than their first (in the original order)? 

· If yes, why do they think this?

· Which performance had the most impact? (The more naturalistic or the more absurd?)
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Barbara Hepworth, Potter/Hulton Archive/Getty Images/ Universal Images Group
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