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Lesson Element
The persecution of the 21st century church
Learning outcome
This lesson element relates to the role of the church in the wider world.

In relation to the specification, learners should:

· Know some of the areas in the world where the 21st century Christian church is persecuted.

· Understand what the Bible says about persecution of Christians.

· Be able to give examples of modern day persecution of the Christian church.
The following teacher instructions cover the student activity section which can be found on page 5. 

When distributing the activity section to the students either as a printed copy or as a Word file you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
Introduction

There are many parts of the world where religious freedom is curtailed and practising Christianity is not only disallowed but is actively persecuted. The persecution experienced can range from disenfranchisement to risk of death.

Some key areas for persecution include North Korea, China, Syria and Iraq. 

Despite risk of death, many Christians chose to stay in countries where they are likely to experience persecution. There are many reasons for this, some stay to be ‘a witness’ to those who don’t believe, others think that because the early Christian church was persecuted, they are also willing to undergo persecution.

Other Christians pray for the persecuted church, for Christians globally who are forced to worship in secret, or hide their faith due to the risks to their lives.
Teacher preparation
It would be worthwhile to look at the following websites to familiarise yourself with the following information:

https://www.amnesty.org/en
http://www.opendoorsuk.org
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/christians-the-worlds-most-persecuted-people-9630774.html 

http://www.spectator.co.uk/2013/10/the-war-on-christians/
Suggested activities
Activity 1: Starter activity

This activity is designed to introduce learners to the notion that the Christian church is being persecuted today. Firstly, bring up a map of the world on the white board, or print out a map for each pair and ask pupils to decide which countries would punish Christians for following their faith. Ask pupils to discuss rationale of why they think that those countries in particular would persecute Christians. 

Hand out the world watch list map 2016 found at the following address: https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/wwl-downloads/ 
Give out the Activity 1 worksheet on page 4 and ask learners to consider:

· Were there any surprises? 

· Were the countries the learners thought would be ones that persecute Christians the same as the ones which actually do? 

A video explaning the map in more detail can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD6Ocb1J6qQ&ebc=ANyPxKph_JLKThJAjfbDX0H6lRxmtO1UYGbLoD_XDS1GHNMyv2GrO4Jwida5uq3S6VBu622mKf1C2Mt9yjFs9fq5gdxLLuuDHw
Activity 2: News articles
This activity requires learners to consider why there is under-reporting of the persecution of Christians globally. Give out the Activity 2 worksheet on page 5. Ask learners to work in pairs, looking at one article per pair. You may want to print the articles. Each pair must read their article and complete the worksheet. Then in their pairs they must label each other A or B. A’s stay seated. B’s must move to another A, and discuss and answer the following questions from their worksheet: 

1) What was the news article about?

2) Where were Christians experiencing persecution?

3) Why were they experiencing persecution?

4) Why do you think this story never made the main news?

Activity 3: Videos
This activity allows learners to consider the reality of what living as a persecuted Christian is like. It also puts faces to some of the stories and statistics discovered in Activity 2.

Learners may watch the following videos and make notes about what living in a country which persecutes Christians is like. (Note there are additional videos which can be played from the following site (http://www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/videos.php)

Video 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tSnj_tx__Y&list=PLSZJ_9MeDsmWH95NbaLk5KMGt0_ZuW4tr&index=14 

Video 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnGgAy1T6uA&list=PLSZJ_9MeDsmWHHdCBl_lQGdby_BxiYkT0&index=1
Activity 4: Christian teachings on persecution
There are many ways of conducting the following activity. The main outcome is that learners analyse the meaning of the Bible quotes and consider how they relate to the persecuted church. You may choose to place the verses enlarged around the room and ask learners to circulate the room and fill in their analysis on the provided table. Alternatively you may give one set of quotes per table and ask them to analyse them as a group.

Activity 5: Plenary: Samwise’s quote
Using Samwise’s quote from the Lord of the Rings, learners are to try and connect his ideas to those of the persecuted Christian church. This could be completed as a quiet thinking and writing activity or as a class discussion.
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Lesson Element

The persecution of the 21st century church
Student activity section
Introduction
There are many parts of the world where religious freedom is limited and practising Christianity is not only disallowed but is actively persecuted. The persecution experienced can range from disenfranchisement (not being allowed to vote) to risk of death.

Some key areas for persecution include North Korea, China, Syria and Iraq. 

Despite risk of death, many Christians chose to stay in countries where they are likely to experience persecution. There are many reasons for this, some stay to be ‘a witness’ to those who don’t believe, others think that because the early Christian church was persecuted, so they are willing to undergo persecution.

Other Christians pray for the persecuted church, for Christians globally who are forced to worship in secret, or hide their faith due to the risks to their lives.
Activity 1 worksheet: Starter activity

Discuss in pairs, which countries do you think actively persecute (punish) Christians for simply practising their faith?

Look at the following map https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/wwl-downloads/ 
· Were there any surprises? 

· Were the countries you thought would be ones that persecute Christians the same as the ones which actually do?
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Activity 2 worksheet: News articles
In pairs, read one of the news articles below then answer the questions that follow.

1. http://www.spectator.co.uk/2013/10/the-war-on-christians/
2. http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/13/christianity-under-global-threat-persecution-says-report
3. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-30001063
4. http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865631242/Vicar-of-Baghdad-recounts-Christian-persecution-at-hands-of-ISIS.html?pg=all
5. http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865631242/Vicar-of-Baghdad-recounts-Christian-persecution-at-hands-of-ISIS.html?pg=all
6. http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/christians-the-worlds-most-persecuted-people-9630774.html
1) What was the headline of the article and what was the article about?
2) Where were Christians experiencing persecution?

3) Why were they experiencing persecution?
4) Why do you think this story never made the main news?


Activity 3 worksheet: Videos
Watch the following videos and make notes about what living in a country which persecutes Christians is like.

Video 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tSnj_tx__Y&list=PLSZJ_9MeDsmWH95NbaLk5KMGt0_ZuW4tr&index=14 

Video 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnGgAy1T6uA&list=PLSZJ_9MeDsmWHHdCBl_lQGdby_BxiYkT0&index=1 
Activity 4 worksheet: Bible verses
Read the Bible quotes, analyse their meaning and consider how they relate to the persecuted church. Write your thoughts in the table that follows.
Acts 14:21-22

21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said.

1 Peter 4:12-15

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

John 15:18-20

[Jesus speaking] 18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’[a] If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 
2 Corinthians 4:8-11

8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.
	Bible verse
	Key line/phrase from the verse
	What is this verse saying?

	Acts 14:21-22
	
	

	1 Peter 4:12-15
	
	

	2 Corinthians 12:9-10
	
	

	John 15:18-20
	
	

	2 Corinthians 4:8-11
	
	


Activity 5: Plenary – Samwise’s quote
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Question:

How can we connect what Samwise is saying to the concept of the persecuted church?
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Read the quote from Samwise in Lord of the Rings where he talks to Frodo optimistically about the future: � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167261/quotes" �http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167261/quotes�
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