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Lesson Element
The work of ecumenical communities
Learning outcome

This lesson element relates to ‘Beliefs and teachings and practices – The role of the church in the wider world’ and in particular:

· The work of ecumenical communities, for example: Taizé, Iona and Corrymeela.

Learners will need to:

· Know what Ecumenism is.

· Understand why ecumenical communities exist and the rationale behind their work.

· Be able to explain some of the things that happen at an ecumenical community 
e.g. Taizé or Iona.

The following teacher instructions cover the student activity section which can be found on page 5. This Lesson Element supports OCR GCSE (9‒1) Religious Studies.

When distributing the activity section to the students either as a printed copy or as a Word file, you will need to remove the teacher instructions section.
Introduction

Ecumenism is any type of effort which aims to unite differing denominations of Christianity. There are a range of ecumenical communities which, although run differently, have the same aim; to unite Christians from different denominations and background in worship and community.

Many Christians believe that Ecumenism is vitally important for the growth of Christianity. It is also scriptural for the Christian church to be united. Although different denominations have differing practices and beliefs, Ecumenism seeks to remind Christians of the things that unite them. A belief in the Trinity: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the death and resurrection of Jesus and the power of God.
There are differing ecumenical communities suggested to be studied: Taizé, Iona, Corrymeela and the ‘Churches Together’ movement.

It is helpful to ensure that learners understand what is meant by ‘denomination’ within Christianity and for them to understand some of the differences between the major denominations.
Teacher preparation
The meaning of Ecumenism within the Anglican faith can be found at:

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/relationships/ecumenical-dialogues.aspx
Follow this link to the World Council of Churches:
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/
It is advised that teachers visit the following websites to acquaint themselves with the work of the suggested ecumenical communities. The varying communities have differing ways of achieving Ecumenism. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/priests/Taizé_1.shtml  

http://www.Taizé.fr/en
http://iona.org.uk/ 

http://www.corrymeela.org/
http://www.cte.org.uk/ 

Many learners don’t fully understand why Christianity has differing denominations and what the differences are between them – questions of this nature may be posed by learners.

Suggested activities
Five activities are suggested below, with the associated worksheets in the student activity section on page 5.

Activity 1: Starter activity

Write the word Ecumenism on the board. As you watch the following video, learners to make notes about what they think is meant by the word Ecumenism, using the Activity 1 worksheet: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IycimcwcgiA

 Ask learners to discuss in pairs what they think it means.

Activity 2: Bible quotes

The purpose of this activity is to encourage the learners to consider why many Christians believe Ecumenism is important. Split the class into groups. Hand out a differing Bible quote (using the Activity 2 worksheet) to each group. They must annotate the quote considering: 

· how the quote relates to Ecumenism, 

· why Ecumenism might be important to Christians,

· how they think that quote will encourage Christians to act. 

After five minutes learners to read their quote out to the class and explain their understanding of it.

Activity 3: Taizé
Ask learners to watch the following video about the Taizé project; its origins, its purpose and peoples’ experiences of it and then to make notes about the Taizé project whilst watching, using the Activity 3 worksheet: https://vimeo.com/10433263. This is a 15 minute video so you may choose to fast forward to parts which you think are most pertinent.

Activity 4: Iona

Ask learners visit the Iona website and answer the following questions using the Activity 4 worksheet. All answers are sourced from the Iona website:

· Where and when was the Iona Community established?

The Iona Community was founded in Glasgow and Iona in 1938 by George MacLeod. 
· What does their movement share a common discipline of?

Daily prayer and reading the Bible, mutual accountability for our use of time and money, meeting together and action for justice and peace. 
· What four things does the Iona Community commit themselves to?

https://iona.org.uk/movement/the-rule/
· What are the seven main things they believe?

Follow this link to see the seven things: https://iona.org.uk/movement/the-rule/
Encourage learners to consider and discuss how the Iona community is different to the Taizé project yet they have the same goal of creating an ecumenical community.

Activity 5 worksheet: Your blog

The purpose of this activity is to encourage learners to consider what it might be like for a Christian to attend an ecumenical community and what they might gain from it. Ask learners to choose one of the following ecumenical communities and write a blog post for a Christian youth website, imagining that they have visited the community for a week:
· Taizé

· Iona

· Corrymeela.
Ask them to complete the Activity 5 worksheet. In the blog they must explain what Ecumenism is about, why they visited and what their experiences were of visiting the chosen community.

Targets for learning: To include a definition of Ecumenism, to include rationale behind why Christians may visit an ecumenical community, to include at least three activities they did during their stay at the community.
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Lesson Element

The work of ecumenical communities
Introduction
Ecumenism is any type of effort which aims to unite differing denominations of Christianity. (A denomination is a branch of Christianity, for example Church or England or the Catholic Church). There are a range of ecumenical communities which, although ran differently have the same aim; to unite Christians from different denominations and background in worship and community.

Many Christians believe that Ecumenism is vitally important for the growth of Christianity. It is also scriptural for the Christian church to be united. Although different denominations have differing practices and beliefs, Ecumenism seeks to remind Christians of the things that unite them. A belief in the Trinity: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the death and resurrection of Jesus and the power of God.
Activity 1 worksheet: Starter activity

Watch the following video whilst making notes on what you think the word ‘Ecumenism’ means. Once the video has finished, discuss with a partner what you think Ecumenism means. Feedback your ideas to the class.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IycimcwcgiA
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Notes:

Activity 2 worksheet: Bible quotes
In your groups, you will be asked to look at one of these quotes.

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ… But God has put the body together …25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Ephesians 4:2-6

2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Luke 11:17

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.”

Galatians 3:26-29

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith … 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Ephesians 2:19-22

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household ... 21 In him [Jesus] the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
As a group, annotate your quote considering: 

· how the quote relates to Ecumenism

· why Ecumenism might be important to Christians

· how you think that quote will encourage Christians to act. 

After five minutes you will be asked to read your quote out to the class and explain your understanding of it.

Make notes below:
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Activity 3 worksheet: Taizé
The Taizé project is an example of an ecumenical community. Watch the following video about the Taizé project, and make notes on its origins, its purpose and people’s experiences of it. 

https://vimeo.com/10433263
Activity 4 worksheet: Iona
The Iona community is an example of an ecumenical community. Watch the following video about the Iona community and make notes on its origins, its purpose and people’s experiences of it. 

https://iona.org.uk/    
1. Where and when was the Iona Community established?
2. What does their movement share a common discipline with?
3. What four things does the Iona Community commit themselves to?
4. What are the seven main things they believe?

Consider and discuss how the Iona community is different to the Taizé project yet they have the same goal of creating an ecumenical community.

Activity 5 worksheet: Your blog
Choose one of the following ecumenical communities 

· Iona http://iona.org.uk/ 
· Corrymeela http://www.corrymeela.org/
· Taizé http://www.Taizé.fr/en
Write a blog post for a Christian youth website, imagining that you have visited the community for a week. In your blog you must explain what Ecumenism is about, why you visited and what your experiences were of visiting the chosen community.

Targets for learning: To include a definition of Ecumenism, to include rationale behind why Christians may visit an ecumenical community, to include at least three activities you did during your stay at the community.
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