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Unit 1.7 System Software – Lesson 1 
Activity 2
Comparing Operating Systems

In this task you will compare a number of functions that we take for granted using a graphical user interface in an Operating System such as Windows. Before Windows DOS used to be the most popular Operating System with commands taking place on a Command Line Interface.

High Level version of the task:
In Windows (using a Graphical User Interface):
· Navigate to your documents – how would you get there from “My Computer”?
· Create a new folder called “myFolder”
· Create a new text file inside the folder called “myText.txt”
· Add some text into the text file
· Create a new folder inside this folder called “mySecondFolder”
· Rename the first folder to “myFirstFolder”
· Copy the text in the text file into the second folder
Write a summary of how you found each task in terms of difficulty and if you needed any assistance to help with the task.
In DOS (Command Line Prompt):
To access DOS – click the windows button and run “Command” to bring up a command prompt window.
	In Dos to change directory:	cd
					cd.. moves up a directory
					cd <name> of a directory moves into that directory
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	To change drives put the drive letter followed by colon:
					E:  would change to e drive E:\>
					C: would change to c drive C:\>

	To make a new folder (directory):
					mkdir <name of folder>

	To list all the folders and files in a directory:
		
					dir

	To rename a folder
					ren <name of folder> <new name of folder>

	To copy a file
					copy <filename.extrension> <path/folder>

Task:
Navigate to MyFirstFolder
Inside this create a new directory called MyThirdFolder
Copy the text file into MyThirdFolder
Rename MyFirstFolder to Folder1



Low Level Version of the Task
In Windows (Graphical User Interface):
Navigate to your documents and create a new folder by right clicking, selecting New and then Folder. Name the folder “myFolder”
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Create a new Folder inside this called “MySecondFolder”
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Create a new file by Right clicking, selecting new and Text Document. Rename this Test.
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Access DOS by opening Command Prompt – Click Windows, search programs and files and type “command prompt”
Navigate to the folder by using cd.. to go up a directory or cd <name> to change directory
e.g.
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Use the dir command to see the contents of the Directory – e.g. in this example there are no further files and folders in the MySecondFolder directory

Move back to the previous directory and copy the file into the MySecondFolder
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There you can see the file has been copied


Extension:
Investigate further commands in DOS and practice using these compared to their Windows counterparts
If your school has Raspberry Pi’s make use of the Linux based Operating System (Command Line version of Raspbian) and investigate available file handling commands.
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