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Theme 2

Humour

‘Humour’ has been a popular source of inspiration for artists, designers and craftspeople.

Respond to one from (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e).

(a) Joke, farce, wit, fun, comic, humorist, amusing, satire, jest, laughter…

(b) 
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(c) 

“There is a thin line that separates laughter and pain, comedy and tragedy, humour and hurt.”

Erma Bombeck, U.S. Humourist, 1927–1996

(d) A comedy club is offering commissions for art and design inspired by comedy theatre and 
performance in response to the following brief.

Explore, develop and produce artwork for promotional materials that will be used to celebrate and 
promote the club’s identity and events. You should explore the imagery most suitable for the theme 
and produce appropriate outcomes. You must produce artwork for a range of promotional materials, 
such as posters, leaflets and website and one finished mock-up in an appropriate medium.

(e) The portrayal of humorous subject matter and comedy can be found in the work of practitioners 
such as:

Judith Leyster, William Hogarth, The Dadaists, Beryl Cook, Jean-Charles de Castelbajac, Aardman 
Animations and Miraphora Mina and Eduardo Lima (MinaLima Design)

Either

 (i) In a medium of your choice, make several studies which explore this theme and produce a 
commentary on your selected context and techniques.

Or

 (ii)  Design an exhibition of selected practitioners on the theme of ‘Humour’. You should include 
written analysis of key works and related promotional material.

[80]
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Theme 3

The Sun

‘The Sun’ has been a popular source of inspiration for artists, designers and craftspeople.

Respond to one from (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e).

(a) Sunshine, solar, star, sun god, daylight, flare, bask, dawn, sunset, astral…

(b) 
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(c) 

“But the various opinions of philosophers have scattered through the world as many plagues of the 
mind as Pandora’s box did those of the body; only with this difference, that they have not left hope at 
the bottom.”

A Tritical Essay upon the Faculties of the Mind, Jonathan Swift, 1735

(d) A national museum is offering commissions for art, design, digital presentation or craft in response 
to the following brief.

Explore, develop and produce a design for an illustrated poster to promote the museum’s collection of 
antique chests and boxes. You need to produce design proposals and mock-ups in suitable materials.

(e) The use of boxes can be found in the work of practitioners such as:

Georges Braque, Louise Nevelson, Joseph Beuys, Tomoko Fuse and Chiharu Shiota

Either

 (i) In a medium of your choice, make several studies which explore this theme and produce a 
commentary on your selected context and techniques.

Or

 (ii)  Design an exhibition of selected practitioners on the theme of ‘Boxes’. You should include 
written analysis of key works and related promotional material.

[80]




