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Introduction
This document compares the content of the GCSE (9-1) Psychology for first assessment in 2019 (J203) with the content of the legacy specification. We hope that this can assist with your
planning of schemes of work, and allow you to easily recognise the areas of your current schemes of work that can be carried forward.
The new specification consists of two components, each containing three topics, with research methods included in both. For each topic learners will be required to study two core
studies *. Also, the new specification has a focus on mental health, and has been developed with Time to Change, England's biggest programme to challenge mental health stigma and
discrimination, run by the charities Mind and Rethink Mental Illness.

The Legacy and new specification at a glance
Units in Legacy Specification

Components in New Specification

Unit B541: Studies and applications in Psychology 1

Component 01 (J203/01): Studies and applications in Psychology 1**

Sex and Gender

Criminal Psychology

Memory

Development

Attachment

Psychological Problems

Obedience

Research Methods

Atypical behaviour
Unit B542: Studies and applications in Psychology 2

Component 02 (J203/02): Studies and applications in Psychology 2**

Criminal behaviour

Social Influence

Perception

Memory

Cognitive Development

Sleeping and Dreaming

Non-verbal communication

Research Methods

The Self
Unit B543: Research in Psychology

**content of brain and neuropsychology has been embedded within the
other topics and can be assessed as either part of that topic, or as an isolated
question within the given section.

* owing to the brain and neuropsychology being embedded within other topics, the two core studies are used as ‘dual purpose’ studies.
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Summary of Changes
Content changes have occurred due to:
1. DfE core content criteria
2. Mathematical criteria
3. Centre feedback
Current Content which is not in the new specification:
• Sex and gender
• Attachment
• Atypical behaviour
• Perception
• Non-verbal communication
• The Self
Content added to the new specification
• Psychological Problems
• Social influence (including obedience)
• Sleep and dreaming
• Brain and neuropsychology (although not a standalone topic, the contents is embedded within other topics)
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Assessment
Assessment overview for Legacy Specification

Assessment overview for New Specification

B541

40% of GCSE

Written paper; 1 hour 15 minutes; 80 marks J203/01

50% of GCSE

Written paper; 1 hour 30 minutes; 90 marks***

B542

40% of GCSE

Written paper; 1 hour 15 minutes; 80 marks J203/02

50% of GCSE

Written paper; 1 hour 30 minutes; 90 marks***

B543

20% of GCSE

Written paper; 1 hour; 40 marks

*** Indicates inclusion of synoptic assessment.

Changes to assessment
•
•
•
•

Two assessments both worth 50% of the GCSE qualification
A minimum of 20% of the overall marks in both components are for the assessment of Research Methods
A minimum of 10% of overall marks across the two components are for the assessment of mathematics relevant to research methods in psychology
A 13-mark question will appear in section C of both papers and will require learners to make a judgement on a specific area of psychology, or as a synoptic item.

Assessment Objectives
The new Assessment Objectives are not a dramatic change from the legacy ones. There are still only three, one accrediting knowledge, one accrediting application and one accrediting
analytical and evaluative skills.
Assessment Objectives for the Legacy Specification

The new Assessment Objectives for the New Specification

AO1 Recall, select and communicate their knowledge and understanding of
psychology and how psychology works.

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological ideas, processes and
procedures.

AO2 Apply skills, knowledge and understanding of psychology and how psychology
works.

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of psychological ideas, processes and
procedures.

AO3 Interpret, evaluate and analyse psychological data and practice.

AO3 Analyse and evaluate psychological information, ideas, processes and procedures to
make judgements and draw conclusions.
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The small print

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk/gcsereform
OCR Customer Contact Centre
General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.
© OCR 2017 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.
OCR is an exempt charity.

