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To what extent is wisdom more important than compassion in Buddhist ethics? [35]
AO1
Candidates are likely to explore the eightfold path. They might focus on the sila and prajna
aspects of the path. Candidates will need to move beyond mere description of the path to
access the higher levels.
Some candidates might explore the Bodhisattva path, particularly those aspects which
focus on perfecting wisdom and compassion.
Some candidates might refer to specific Mahayana teachings such as upaya in order to
explore the importance of both wisdom and compassion.
AO2
Candidates might argue wisdom is more important, since without wisdom compassion
could lead to harmful consequences as it is exercised inappropriately.
Candidates might argue that compassion is more important since without compassion
wisdom can lead to attitudes which are harmful to society as a whole.
Most candidates are likely to argue that wisdom and compassion must be paired in order
to support each other. They might refer to supporting evidence from the virtuous circle of
the eightfold path, or from the Bodhisattva path.
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‘The Lotus Sutra is more important than the Heart Sutra to Mahayana Buddhists.’
Discuss.
[35]
AO1
Candidates might outline the main contents of the Heart Sutra, for example the teaching of
sunyata and two levels of truth.
Candidates might also consider the main concepts elaborated in the Lotus Sutra, such as
ekayana, upaya, and the multiplicity of Buddhas. Whilst candidates might explore some of
the parables, they will need to move beyond mere description to reach the higher levels.
Candidates might explore how the scriptures are used in Mahayana Buddhism, for
example the recitation of the Lotus Sutra.
AO2
Candidates might argue that without the teachings in the Lotus Sutra the position of the
Mahayana tradition would not have been supported and enabled to develop as strongly as
it has.
Candidates might also explore the importance of concepts included in the Lotus Sutra
which are not explicit within the Heart Sutra, for example ekayana.
Candidates might argue that the teachings in the Heart Sutra provide the basis for the key
developments within Mahayana Buddhism and its distinction from the Theravada tradition.
Some candidates might assess whether the position will vary according to the school of
Mahayana being considered.
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'Meditation is of no importance to Zen Buddhists.' Discuss.

[35]

AO1
Candidates might explore the use of different kinds of meditation within Zen Buddhism,
such as koans, zazen and practical forms of meditation such as martial arts.
Candidates might consider Zen teachings, to the extent that they explore the importance or
methods of meditation.
Some candidates might explore the different practices within the Soto and Rinzai
traditions.
AO2
Candidates might argue that meditation is the defining feature of Zen, as evidenced by its
name, and the range of different meditation practices within Zen.
Candidates might explore whether the practice of meditation is sufficient on its own to
achieve the aims of Zen or whether it must be combined with other practices.
Some candidates might explore whether meditation poorly performed, or undertaken
without guidance, is of any value to Zen Buddhists.
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To what extent is the Dalai Lama a political rather than a religious leader?

[35]

AO1
Candidates are likely to explain the status of the Dalai Lama as a bodhisattva. Candidates
might explain the religious significance of a spiritual leader regarded as a bodhisattva.
Responses are likely to focus on the authority and status of the current Dalai Lama, but
might consider previous Dalai Lamas.
Candidates are likely to consider the political views of the current Dalai Lama and his
continuing campaign to free Tibet.
AO2
Candidates might explore the political importance of the current Dalai Lama, and his
particular significance for the Tibetan community given the Chinese control of Tibet.
Candidates might consider the importance of the Dalai Lama’s spiritual guidance, and his
influence on Tibetan Buddhism as a whole, or on the sect of which he is the spiritual
leader.
Some responses might consider how important an individual Dalai Lama is compared with
the significance of the institutional line of Dalai Lamas.
Candidates are free to reach any conclusion; as always the quality of discussion is the
most important factor.

3

OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations)
1 Hills Road
Cambridge
CB1 2EU
OCR Customer Contact Centre
14 – 19 Qualifications (General)
Telephone: 01223 553998
Facsimile: 01223 552627
Email: general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
www.ocr.org.uk

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored

Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations
is a Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in England
Registered Office; 1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU
Registered Company Number: 3484466
OCR is an exempt Charity
OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations)
Head office
Telephone: 01223 552552
Facsimile: 01223 552553
© OCR 2011

