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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technigue, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 4 series overview

In the second year of this paper’s current incarnation the overall level of performance was again very
high: the vast majority of candidates had clearly worked very hard on their set texts, which many seemed
to know in minute detail. Candidates produced thorough, accurate and lengthy responses to all the
different types of question that were set, and there was only very occasional evidence that a candidate
may have run out of time, usually because s/he had spent too much time on the smaller-tariff questions
and could not do complete justice to the essay question in Section C.

Itis in the nature of reports like these when discussing individual questions to focus on the things that
candidates did less well, so it should be borne in mind throughout this report that, on the whole, the
standard of candidates’ performance on this paper was excellent. (The less successful candidates, who
were very few in number, were those who clearly had not spent much time getting to know their texts, at
least not in Greek.)
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Section A overview

There are three different types of question in Section A: five-mark questions which invite candidates to
translate a few lines of the Greek passage printed on the paper; fifteen-mark questions which ask
candidates to take a more substantial passage and comment on how the author uses the content and
language of that passage to produce a certain effect or to reveal something about his characters; and
smaller, fairly straightforward, questions on the content and/or context of a passage or part of a passage.
By and large, this year’s candidates produced good responses to all three types of question, and there
was little evidence of problems with time, although a number did write lengthier and more
comprehensive answers than had been expected for the small-tariff questions, over-earning the number
of marks available.

The responses to the fifteen-mark questions were largely successful. Occasionally a candidate was
obviously just writing whatever s/he knew or could think to say about the passage, and not relating
his/her comments to the question being asked particularly well. Others were a little too hung up on
making clever stylistic points, which unfortunately often came over as rather forced or tenuous, and
some of these candidates also did not demonstrate that they fully understood the meaning of the
excerpts about which they were making such points. Candidates would be advised to remember in the
future that the content of the passage is at least as important as the style.

Candidates who knew the texts less well would build up elaborate but usually unconvincing arguments
based upon single well-known but often less significant words (like the personal pronouns and negatives
in Q.2(b)) or phrases, rather than meatier examples in which the context, content and author’s intent
were clear. The most successful responses tended to be, as always, those which worked through the
prescribed lines in a methodical manner from beginning to end, without failing to comment on any
substantial area or major idea of the passage.
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Question 1 (a)

1 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Homer, Odyssey X.206—223

(a)* How does Homer create an atmosphere of dread and wonder in the passage above?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

The key elements in this passage were the tension of the lottery and the subsequent mournful reaction
of Odysseus’ men, the mismatch of Circe’s palace with its setting, the unnatural behaviour of the
animals, and the description of Circe herself. The best answers featured all of these things. One or two
candidates were confused by the simile in lines 11-12, and thought that the lions and wolves had been
turned into dogs. A more substantial number of candidates did not realise that Oeawv in line 17 was
plural, and thought that Homer was talking about the works ‘of the goddess’ (= Circe) rather than
comparing her works with those ‘of goddesses’ (‘such as are the works of goddesses’)



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qea%2Fwn&la=greek&can=qea%2Fwn0&prior=oi(=a
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Question 1 (b)

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Homer, Odyssey X.275-295

(b) Translate &AA’™ 6te ... 1pn (lines 1-5). [5]

Candidates impressed here: very few made the mistakes anticipated in the mark scheme, and no one
seemed fazed by difficult words such as yovodppamic or Vv .

Question 1 (c)

(c) Lines 6-21 (év T’ doa ... peveaivwv): how does Hermes behave towards Odysseus in these
lines? [6]

There were a number of points to be made here about what Hermes does for Odysseus and how he
seems to interact with him, and most candidates managed to find six and exemplify them.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xruso%2Frrapis&la=greek&can=xruso%2Frrapis0&prior=*(ermei/as
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28phnh%2Fth%7C&la=greek&can=u%28phnh%2Fth%7C0&prior=prw=ton
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Question 2 (a)

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Sophocles, Antigone 531-551

(@) Translate cv 0 ... edévar; (lines 1-5). [5]

More candidates missed out 1) in line 1 than translated it. Given the jerky syntax of this excerpt, this was
classified as a minor error. This meant that, unless the candidate in question made other mistakes, s/he
would still receive five marks.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28%5C&la=greek&can=h%28%5C0&prior=d%27
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Question 2 (b)

(b)* Lines 621 (dédpaxa ... yeAw): show how Sophocles vividly reveals the emotions of the two
sisters in this dialogue.

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

Some candidates concentrated a little too much on the use of first and second person pronouns in this
passage. Indeed there are some points which could reasonably be made, e.g. about the placement of
éyw in line 17, but given the context it is hard to imagine how this passage would have looked if it had
not contained a few personal pronouns! Other candidates pointed out that Antigone was using a number
of negatives, but they did not contextualise them: this kind of tactic is often a smokescreen for a weak
grasp of the text. A curious recurring feature was that candidates would make a virtue of the fact that
0édpaka ToUpyov was in the perfect tense, and yet translate the phrase as ‘I did the deed’ rather than ‘I
have done the deed’. On the whole, there were some impressive responses to this question.

Exemplar 1
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This response got better afterwards, but it started less well. There is obviously something in the
reference to the preposition/prefix ouv/Evp-, but the candidate is vague on the contexts in which these
instances occur, and then uses pronouns, negatives and even person endings of verbs to construct a
point which is not ultimately convincing, without (apart from one substantial citation) giving any hint that
the candidate really knows what the text means in detail.

Question 2 (c)

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Sophocles, Antigone 568-579

(c) What attitude does Creon show towards women in this passage? [6]

Provided that candidates knew and used the whole passage, there were a number of points that could
be made on this question, and the majority of candidates managed to achieve full marks. Possibly the
subtlest point, which many candidates saw, was that Creon orders the sisters to be taken ‘inside’ (where
women belong, if you are in Athens in the fifth century BC).
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Section B overview

As in Section A, there are three different types of question in Section B: five-mark questions which invite
candidates to translate a few lines of the Greek passage printed on the paper; fifteen-mark questions
which ask candidates to take a more substantial passage and comment on how the author uses the
content and language of that passage to produce a certain effect or to reveal something about his
characters; and smaller, fairly straightforward, questions on the content and/or context of a passage or
part of a passage. By and large, this year's candidates produced good responses to all three types of
guestion, and there was little evidence of problems with time, although a number did write lengthier and
more comprehensive answers than had been expected for the small-tariff questions, over-earning the
number of marks available.

The responses to the fifteen-mark questions were largely successful. Occasionally a candidate was
obviously just writing whatever s/he knew or could think to say about the passage, and not relating
his/her comments to the question being asked particularly well. Others were a little too hung up on
making clever stylistic points, which unfortunately often came over as rather forced or tenuous, and
some of these candidates also did not demonstrate that they fully understood the meaning of the
excerpts about which they were making such points. Candidates would be advised to remember in the
future that the content of the passage is at least as important as the style.

Candidates who knew the texts less well would build up vaguer answers based upon single well-known
words or phrases, rather than meatier examples in which the context, content and author’s intent were
clear; for example, there were a number who said on Q.4(a) that Creon was ‘using lots of words in the
semantic/lexical field of money’. The most successful responses tended to be, as always, those which
worked through the prescribed lines in a methodical manner from beginning to end, without failing to
comment on any substantial area or major idea of the passage.
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Question 3 (a)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Homer, Odyssey 1X.287-306

(a) Lines 1-6 (Wc epdunyv ... pveAdevta): what details in these lines particularly contribute to
the horror of this scene? [5]

There were a number of details that candidates could discuss here, from the obvious gory ones to other,
subtler ones (oVdév dpueiBeto ... AAA” 6 v’ avaitéac), and few candidates did not gain five marks.

Question 3 (b)

(b) Translate nueic ... pjAwv (lines 7-11). [5]

Many (but certainly not all) candidates missed &7t in line 10, but this was classified as a minor error, and
so the majority of candidates still achieved five marks on this question. Perplexingly, several candidates
translated the present participles in that line as past participles, although one can see why they did not
bother to make the distinction, as both sounded fine in English.

Question 3 (c)

(c) Lines 12-19 (tov pév éyw ... dlav): what insights do these lines give into the character of
Odysseus? (4]

|Most candidates came up with four good details here.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5Cn&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5Cn0&prior=m%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29mei%2Fbeto&la=greek&can=a%29mei%2Fbeto0&prior=ou)de%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ll%27&la=greek&can=a%29ll%270&prior=qumw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2F&la=greek&can=o%28%2F0&prior=a)ll%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=g%27&la=greek&can=g%270&prior=o(/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nai%2F%2Bcas&la=greek&can=a%29nai%2F%2Bcas0&prior=g%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29p%27&la=greek&can=e%29p%270&prior=kai%5C

A Level Classical Greek - H444/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 3 (d)

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Homer, Odyssey |X.447—460

(d)* What impression of Polyphemus is conveyed in this passage?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

The main point to be made here was that we see two contrasting sides of Polyphemus: the gentle
shepherd who talks to his favourite ram and the violent, vengeful monster. Other points that candidates
made were that he shows great knowledge of the habits of his flock, and that he also comes over as
rather stupid, given that he is still falling for the Ovtic trick — particularly in line 14, t& pot ovTAVOS
ntopev Ovtic. Most candidates (rightly) made a great deal of botatog ... mEWTOG ... MEWTOG ...

TEWTOG ... Ttavvotatog in lines 2-6, but some forgot to (or could not) provide the other detail required to
contextualise this stylistic point.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*ou%29%3Dtis&la=greek&can=*ou%29%3Dtis1&prior=po/ren
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%2F&la=greek&can=ta%2F0&prior=kakw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=moi&la=greek&can=moi2&prior=ta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29tidano%5Cs&la=greek&can=ou%29tidano%5Cs0&prior=moi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=po%2Fren&la=greek&can=po%2Fren0&prior=ou)tidano%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*ou%29%3Dtis&la=greek&can=*ou%29%3Dtis1&prior=po/ren
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28%2Fstatos&la=greek&can=u%28%2Fstatos1&prior=mh/lwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prw%3Dtos&la=greek&can=prw%3Dtos0&prior=polu%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prw%3Dtos&la=greek&can=prw%3Dtos1&prior=biba/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prw%3Dtos&la=greek&can=prw%3Dtos2&prior=a)fika/neis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=panu%2Fstatos&la=greek&can=panu%2Fstatos0&prior=au)=te
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Question 4 (a)

4  Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Sophocles, Antigone 289-303

(a)* What impression of Creon is conveyed in this passage?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

All candidates painted a convincing picture of Creon’s paranoia and obsession with bribery and
corruption, and many relished the irony of é¢£emtiotapatr kaAac given that he thought the person behind

the burial was a man. The occasional phrase that was a little too tricky for a candidate to translate was
omitted; otherwise, coverage of the passage was impressively comprehensive.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29cepi%2Fstamai&la=greek&can=e%29cepi%2Fstamai0&prior=tou/tous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalw%3Ds&la=greek&can=kalw%3Ds0&prior=e)cepi/stamai
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Exemplar 2

This section of the candidate’s response to this question gives no detailed sense of what is being said in
the corresponding passage of Greek, making vague references to ‘harsh’ vocabulary and shoehorning in
a couple of ‘stylistic’ points which are not very effective, deprived as they are of a detailed context.
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Exemplar 3
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This section from another candidate’s response, discussing the same lines as Exemplar 2, is more
successful, as it makes it reassuringly obvious to the reader that the candidate knows what the text
means, and in some detail. Helpful translations are provided, and the stylistic points are a lot more
successful (even if one does not subscribe fully to all of them) because they are related precisely to an
explicitly stated context
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Question 4 (b) (i)

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Sophocles, Antigone 450-470

(b) Lines 1=17 (00 Y&o ... dAyoc):

(i) inlines 1-8 (ov yao ... ‘@avn), what reasons does Antigone give for not obeying Creon’s
proclamation? [5]

|The majority of candidates gained full marks on this question.

Question 4 (b) (ii)

(ii) inlines 11-17 (Bavovpévr ... &Ayoc), what reasons does Antigone give for not fearing
the consequences of her actions? [4]

This question, too, was straightforward, and few marks were dropped. A handful of candidates
commented unnecessarily on tovtwv ... dwoew (lines 9-11), which was not specified in the lemma.

Question 4 (c)

(c) Translate aAA™ av ... opAwokavw (lines 17-21). 51

This is a difficult passage to translate literally and elegantly, and candidates far exceeded expectations.
A few did not seem to know what to do with tuyxavew in line 20, and one or two translated rfjveoxounv

in line 18 as ‘left’ rather than ‘allowed’, ‘endured’, vel sim. However, most candidates scored at least four
marks.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%2Ftwn&la=greek&can=tou%2Ftwn0&prior=fa/nh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dw%2Fsein&la=greek&can=dw%2Fsein0&prior=di/khn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tugxa%2Fnein&la=greek&can=tugxa%2Fnein0&prior=drw=sa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29nsxo%2Fmhn&la=greek&can=h%29nsxo%2Fmhn0&prior=a)/qapton
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Question 5 (a)

5 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Aristophanes, Acharnians 17—42

(a)* Lines 1-20 (&AA" ovdemwmot ... amnv): how does Aristophanes make Dicaeopolis’
complaints about the city lively and humorous?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

Relatively few candidates answered on Aristophanes, but in general they gave a very good account of
this passage.

Question 5 (b)

(b) Translate vov otv ... wotiletan (lines 21-26). [5]

|Few if any of the candidates dropped a mark on this translation.
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Question 5 (c¢) (i)

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Aristophanes, Acharnians 370-382

(c) (i) Lines 1-7 (xaitot... daxelv): what are the things which are making Dicaeopolis worry in
these lines? [4]

|This question was generally well answered.

Question 5 (c) (ii)

(i) Lines 8-13 (avtoc ... poAvvompaypovovpevog): explain what Dicaeopolis is referring
to here. [3]

Candidates who offer Aristophanes need to know enough background information to explain the jokes or
the points that the characters are making, and this year’s candidates had clearly done their homework,
giving chapter and verse on Cleon’s prosecution of Aristophanes over Babylonians.

Question 5 (c) (iii)

(iiiy What step does Dicaeopolis take next to help him overcome the problems he is
anticipating? 21

This was a straightforward context question requiring the information that Dicaeopolis goes to Euripides
to borrow some rags, in order to elicit a more sympathetic reaction from his audience. This did not pose
any problems for the candidates.




A Level Classical Greek - H444/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Section C overview

The twenty-mark essay questions were handled well, although occasionally it was evident that a
candidate was regurgitating a previously-written essay on the text which was not an exact match for the
guestion being asked on the paper: for example, there were some Antigone essays which merely
discussed the rights and wrongs of Antigone’s and Creon’s positions without considering how
sympathetic the characters were, either not mentioning sympathy at all, or merely paying lip service to it
in the introduction and conclusion of their essay and at occasional points in between. Examiners were
looking for a thorough analysis of the question and thorough knowledge of the text, preferably expressed
at least in part in the form of quotations (in Greek or English — most candidates quote in English) or
detailed paraphrase. There were some responses which fell a little short as they relied too heavily on
reporting the incidents of the text in order to answer the question with relatively little attention paid to
what the characters actually say. One or two candidates may have thought that quoting random Greek
words which were not tied to the point being made fulfilled the ‘quotation quota’ — quotations must be
pertinent.

Question 6

6* How heroic is Odysseus in Odyssey IX and X? [20]

The most interesting answers tried to define what definition or definitions the candidate was going to use,
for example ‘traditional kA¢oc-obsessed epic warrior’ or ‘21st-century sensible and caring hero’. This

often led to the same incidents being interpreted both positively and negatively — for example, when
Odysseus reveals his true name to the Cyclops. Occasionally a candidate would slide into an ‘Is
Odysseus a good leader?’ essay, which is part of the question, but not all of it.

Question 7

7* For whom do you have more sympathy in Antigone: Creon or Antigone? [20]

As stated above, some candidates ended up discussing which character was in the right and which in
the wrong, which is relevant to the question but not the only factor to be considered. Again, the really
interesting answers looked at questions such as whether a twenty-first century audience will sympathise
more with Antigone (a woman!) than the fifth century BC Athenian one.

Question 8

8* Looking at Dicaeopolis in Acharnians, what would you say were the characteristics of the
Aristophanic hera? [20]

There were some interesting responses to this question. Some candidates just knew Acharnians really
well, and drew appropriate conclusions from that. Others had clearly done a lot of background reading
on Aristophanic comedy which was employed profitably in their responses.
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