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Section A
Answer all the questions in this section.
Sources for Question 1
Read all the sources below and use them when answering Question 1.
SOURCE A: Seats won in recent elections
Scottish Parliament Election, 2007

Liberal Democrats,
16

Other, 3

Scottish National
Party, 47

Conservative Party,
17

Labour Party, 46

General Election, 2005

Other, 29
Liberal Democrats,
62

Labour Party, 356
Conservative Party,
198

SOURCE B: Party membership
In the early 1950s, it was claimed that more than 23/4 million people belonged to the Conservative
Party, while the Labour Party had almost a million individual members. Fifty years later, membership
of the Conservative Party had fallen to 290,000 and that of the Labour Party to 198,000. Moreover, in
the first decade of the 21st century, the membership of one interest group, the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, exceeded the membership of all the British political parties put together.
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Section A
Answer all the questions in this section.

1

(a) Using the sources and your own knowledge, outline what is meant by a one-party system, a
two-party system, a multi-party system and a dominant-party system.
[12]
(b) Using the sources and your own knowledge, discuss the view that political parties no longer
have an important role to play in British politics.
[28]

2

Discuss the importance of the factors that may contribute to the success of a pressure group. [30]
Section A Total: [70]

Section B
Answer one question in this section.

3

Discuss the view that referendums should be used more often in the United Kingdom.

[30]

4

How democratic are elections for the House of Commons?

[30]

5

Discuss the view that the decline in turnout at elections is the most important trend in voting
behaviour.
[30]
Section B Total: [30]
Paper Total: [100]
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