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Examiners allocate marks to candidates’ work on a best-fit basis using the following marking grids.
UNIT 1: SPEAKING – ROLE-PLAY
GRID A
0–2

3–5

6–9

10–12

13–15

USE OF STIMULUS 15 marks AO2
Little or no attempt to use the stimulus
material. No relevant information or
supplies one or two of the points.
Some attempt to use the stimulus
material. Able to give some basic
information. Successfully conveys about a
quarter of the points.
Reasonable attempt to use the stimulus
material. Successfully conveys about half
of the points.
Good use of the stimulus material.
Successfully conveys about three quarters
of the points.
Full use of the stimulus material.
Successfully conveys all or nearly all of
the points.

GRID B

RESPONSE TO EXAMINER 10 marks AO1

0–2

Has some difficulty in understanding and is hesitant in
responding to many of the examiner’s questions and
comments. Shows very little initiative or imagination.

3–4

May be hesitant in responding. Responses to the examiner are
brief and sometimes inadequate. Shows little initiative or
imagination.

5–6

Responds satisfactorily to the examiner. Produces some
appropriate replies. Shows some initiative and imagination in
developing answers but performance is inconsistent.

7–8

Responds readily, takes the initiative and is able to keep the
momentum going. Shows imagination and gives some well
developed answers.

9–10

Responds fluently and fully to the examiner’s questions and
comments. Shows initiative and imagination throughout. Leads
the conversation. A convincing performance.
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING – ROLE-PLAY (Continued)
GRID
C.1
0–1

2

QUALITY OF LANGUAGE (ACCURACY) 5 marks AO3
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Persistent, serious and elementary errors (endings, verb forms, gender of common nouns).
Frequent first language interference.
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Frequent errors of an elementary kind (endings, verb forms, gender of common nouns, adjectival
agreements) but evidence of correct use of simple sentence structures. Vocabulary and structures may be quite strongly influenced by
the candidate’s first language.

3

Shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage. Generally accurate use of simple sentence structures. Some correct use of
complex sentence structures. The performance is likely to be patchy and inconsistent.

4

Language generally accurate. Shows a sound grasp of AS and/or A2 structures, as appropriate. Generally correct use of complex
structures. Tenses and agreements good, although there may be some inconsistency and errors in more complex areas.

5

Characterised by a high and consistent level of accuracy in use of complex structures, although there may be some errors.
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING – TOPIC DISCUSSION
GRID
D
0–2

3–4

5–6

7–8

9–10

IDEAS, OPINIONS AND RELEVANCE
10 marks AO1
Very few ideas. Ideas not explained or developed. Very
limited ability to convey even quite basic information.
Very superficial.
Shows a limited ability to develop or explain ideas and
to express opinions. May have some difficulty
communicating factual information. Often irrelevant or
repetitive.
Shows some ability to develop and explain ideas and to
express opinions. Able to convey information. Not
always relevant.
Able to develop and explain ideas and to express
points of view, with some justification. Offers relevant
information.

Well-chosen relevant information to develop a range of
ideas and to justify points of view.

GRID E.1

0–2

FLUENCY, SPONTANEITY, RESPONSIVENESS
10 marks AO1
Has some difficulty in understanding. Hesitant, with frequent
pauses, in responding to many of the examiner’s questions and
comments. Fluency confined to pre-learnt material.

3–4

May be hesitant in responding. Responses to the examiner are
brief and sometimes inadequate. Fluency is often confined to prelearnt material.

5–6

Responds reasonably promptly to the examiner, though with
occasional hesitation. Reasonably fluent and spontaneous at
times.

7–8

Able to respond readily and take the initiative, with little hesitation.
Most of the time is fluent and spontaneous and can keep the
momentum going.

9–10

3

Responds promptly and fully. Consistently shows initiative. Leads
the conversation. A fluent and spontaneous performance
throughout.
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UNIT 1 SPEAKING – TOPIC DISCUSSION (Continued)
GRID
C.1
0–1

2

3

4

5

QUALITY OF LANGUAGE (ACCURACY)
5 marks AO3
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Persistent,
serious and elementary errors (endings, verb forms, gender
of common nouns). Frequent first language interference.

GRID G

0–1

Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Frequent errors of an
elementary kind (endings, verb forms, gender of common
nouns, adjectival agreements) but evidence of correct simple
sentence structures. Vocabulary and structures may be quite
strongly influenced by the candidate’s first language.
Shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage.
Generally accurate use of simple sentence structures. Some
correct use of complex sentence structures. The
performance is likely to be patchy and inconsistent.
Language generally accurate. Shows a sound grasp of AS
and/or A2 structures, as appropriate. Generally correct use
of complex structures. Tenses and agreements good,
although there may be some inconsistency and errors in
more complex areas.
Characterised by a high and consistent level of accuracy in
use of complex structures, although there may be some
errors.

Comprehensible only with difficulty. Many sounds
mispronounced. Heavily influenced by candidate’s first
language.

2

Pronunciation and intonation may be influenced by
candidate’s first language, and problems with more difficult
sounds sometimes impede communication.

3

Pronunciation and intonation acceptable, in spite of a number
of errors that rarely impede communication. Some problems
with some more difficult sounds.

4

Pronunciation and intonation generally accurate, although
there may be occasional mispronunciation of more difficult
sounds.

5

4

PRONUNCIATION AND INTONATION
5 marks AO1

Sounds authentic nearly all of the time. Only occasional errors
of pronunciation and intonation.
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KEY POINTS

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN TEXT (ROLE-PLAY A)
LOVE FOOD, HATE WASTE
The following are the main points contained in the stimulus material for this task, which could be made by the candidates in response to the
examiner’s enquiries.
















average family wastes £50 per month
it is possible to eat wisely and save money
some food, such as meat, fish, ready meals, is expensive
check dates
only buy what you can get through
example of using up food – cheese in potatoes or yoghurt on cereals
food often thrown away because we cook too much
a cup of rice is enough for four
we waste enormous amounts of bread each day
cut loaves in half and freeze for later
many meals from one chicken
leftovers can be used later
plan ahead – eg, write a shopping list
children can help to plan week’s meals
information on web site

5
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KEY POINTS

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN TEXT (ROLE-PLAY B)
IRONBRIDGE
The following are the main points contained in the stimulus material for this task, which could be made by the candidates in response to the
examiner’s enquiries.
















bridge across River Severn – first of its type in the world
one valley with collection of attractions
industrial town shows what life was like 150 years ago
enginuity Centre – progress of technology
test reactions against speed of robots
look at familiar objects through giant X-ray machine
coalport factory with displays of china making
decorate a plate with own designs during school holidays
one museum marks birthplace of Industrial Revolution
museum marks importance of iron industry
other attractions include tunnels and workshops
open daily 10am–5pm
location and transport
various types of tickets
information on web site
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KEY POINTS

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN TEXT (ROLE-PLAY C)
LOOK AFTER YOURSELF AND OTHERS DURING A HEATWAVE

The following are the main points contained in the stimulus material for this task, which could be made by the candidates in response to the
examiner’s enquiries.
















high temperatures day after day can be dangerous
certain people at particular risk
older people, babies and young children
outdoor workers and people doing sport
people who are already ill or taking certain medicines
action is common sense/plan ahead
listen to local weather forecast
stay inside during hottest part of the day/11 – 3
don’t do physical activity during hottest part of the day
stay in shade and dress suitably (e.g. of one detail)
take some water with you
close windows during day and open at night
drink regularly – water, fruit juices – avoid alcohol, hot drinks
eat normally, especially cold foods, salads, fruit
phone number and web site
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