LAPAROSCOPIC CHOLECYSTECTOMY SURGERY
THE GALL BLADDER

The gall bladder lies on the right side of the upper stomach, below the liver.  It is a pear-shaped sac storing concentrated bile which is released into the intestine.
The gall bladder is not essential, although for us to digest fatty food the bile is necessary.
This is a less invasive way to remove the gall bladder.  This surgery uses a laparoscope, an instrument used to see inside of the body.  The surgeon can then see the gall bladder on a television screen.
GALLSTONES

A gallstone is a small solid object formed by cholesterol, calcium salts and bile pigments.  The pain can be very severe, starting in the upper right side of the stomach and some times radiating to the tip of the shoulder.  You may experience nausea and vomiting.

CHOLECYSTECTOMY

This is an operation to remove the gall bladder.  Once stones are formed in the gall bladder they will continue to form unless the gall bladder is removed.
If you have any anxieties speak to any of our staff.
LAPAROSCOPIC CHOLECYSTECTOMY
The stomach is filled with air and 4 tiny cuts are made in the abdomen about 1 cm in length through which tubes are passed.  These carry surgical instruments and the surgeon removes the gall bladder through the tubes.
Very occasionally the operation will need to be performed in the traditional way.  This involves removing the gall bladder through a cut measuring about 6 cm – 10 cm in the upper part of the abdomen.
THE RISKS

Complications may occur, although rare these are haemorrhage, wound infection and very occasionally, injuries to the bowel or biliary tract.  There is a very small risk of excessive clotting of the blood which could happen after any surgical procedure.  To prevent this you will be given an injection to thin the blood.
Anaesthetics are highly unlikely to cause any danger but the anaesthetic may carry a slight risk.  People who have certain medical conditions or who are ill are at a higher risk.

If you have any anxieties speak to any of our staff.  They will be happy to answer any questions.
