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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 1 series overview 

Paper 1, ‘Citizenship in Perspective', is an objective test paper which candidates have fifty minutes to 

complete. There were thirty-six separate questions in the 2022 paper. These were divided into three 

sections to reflect the specification content. 

Section A: Rights, the law and the legal system in England and Wales 

Section B: Democracy and government 

Section C: The UK and the wider world 

The paper is designed to assess candidates' knowledge and understanding of the whole specification 

(Assessment Objective 1), and to assess their ability to apply that knowledge and understanding to 

unfamiliar contexts (Assessment Objective 2). 

Different question styles are used in the paper so that candidates are more easily able to demonstrate 

their knowledge and understanding. The use of different question styles also adds interest and variety to 

the candidates’ experience.  

A variety of stimulus material is used across the paper. These materials include photographs, diagrams, 

tables, extracts from reports, commentaries and speeches, and quotations. 

The overwhelming majority of candidates completed the paper this year. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• wrote their responses clearly and 
unambiguously 

• managed their time well 

• read through the questions and stimulus 
material carefully 

• eliminated incorrect options to narrow their 
focus on the correct response(s) 

• reviewed their responses, crossed out 
incorrect responses and wrote their new 
response clearly alongside. 

• wrote responses with insufficient clarity 

• amended their responses by superimposing 
one response on top of another which was 
difficult for examiners to mark 

• paid insufficient attention to the stimulus 
material 

• misinterpreted questions. 
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Section A overview 

This section on rights, the law and the legal system in England and Wales is central to the study of the 

specification. Consequently, candidate responses were usually good. However, there were areas of 

content about which candidates were uncertain. These included: the different responsibilities of national 

and local government; the relationship between the economy, taxation and government spending: the 

role of the Speaker in the House of Commons; the process of appointing members to the House of 

Lords; the lack of legal privileges for Members of Parliament and the royal family, and the role of the 

BBC. 

 

Question 1 

Most candidates identified option A as the correct response. A significant minority had misread the 

question to assume incorrectly that they were being asked about the age of criminal responsibility and 

wrongly identified C as the correct response. 
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Question 2 

This question assessed candidates’ knowledge of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Almost all 

candidates were able to identify one of options A, E or I as correct but only the minority of candidates 

chose all three correct options.  

 

Question 3  

Some candidates thought they were being asked about ‘employers’’ rather than ‘employees’’ 

associations and so selected option C incorrectly. ‘A’ was the correct response. 
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Misconception 

Some candidates confused the term ‘employee’ with ‘employer’. 

 

Question 4 

To answer this question successfully, candidates needed to have a conceptual understanding of the ‘rule 

of law’ and know that the ‘rule of law’ was made a central part of the legal system by the Magna Carta in 

1215 rather than by the Human Rights Act in 1998.   
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Question 5 

Most candidates showed their generally good knowledge of the Equality Act’s provisions by choosing D 

as the correct option.  

 

Question 6 

Many candidates assumed incorrectly that jurors may ask questions of defendants in court. Some 

thought that juries decided sentences. Nevertheless, the majority of candidates chose the correct 

response (C). 
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Misconception 

Many candidates thought that members of a jury may ask questions of defendants and 
determine sentences. 

 

Question 7 

Most candidates showed a good understanding of the characteristics and qualities required of a lay 

magistrate. However, a significant minority assumed incorrectly that a magistrate requires prior legal 

knowledge or experience. Nevertheless, only a tiny proportion of candidates did not identify a correct 

response and the majority chose three correct responses. 

Misconception 

There was a widespread belief that lay magistrates need prior legal experience or knowledge. 
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Question 8 

A significant majority of candidates were able to demonstrate their good knowledge and understanding 

of civil law by choosing option C. 
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Question 9 

This question invites candidates to apply their knowledge and understanding of the law to a previously 

unseen stimulus. To achieve success, candidates needed to draw on their understanding of the three 

legal principles identified in the question and apply these principles to the scenario described in the 

stimulus. The question was designed to test the more able candidates and it was successful in doing so. 

A minority of candidates chose option A. 
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Question 10 

Question 10 was intended to be accessible to most candidates. The majority identified A as the correct 

response although a significant minority thought that the police required permission before entering a 

property in the circumstances described by the stimulus. 

Misconception 

The police do not need permission to enter a property in cases of emergency or if a crime is 
being committed. 
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Question 11 

A significant minority of candidates thought that PCSOs were volunteers. Only a minority knew that it 

was special constables who were the volunteers. 

Misconception 

PCSOs are professional police officers not volunteers. 

 

Question 12 

Responses to this question showed that a significant minority thought that members of the royal family 

and Members of Parliament receive special treatment in legal matters. They tended to choose B or D as 

correct. The majority chose the correct response (C).  
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Misconception 

MPs and members of the royal family do not have special legal privileges. 

 

Question 13 (a) 
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Candidates experienced few problems analysing and interpreting the graph with the majority choosing C 

as the correct response. 

 

Question 13 (b) 

This question proved to be a little more challenging than had been anticipated. Many candidates thought, 

incorrectly, that sending more offenders to prison would reduce crime. This common misconception 

proved to be a barrier resulting in the minority of candidates choosing the correct response (A). 
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Misconception 

Imprisoning more offenders does not lead to a reduction in crime. 



GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies - J270/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 18 © OCR 2022 

Section B overview 

This section on democracy and government is wide-ranging and challenging. Possibly due to the Covid-

19 pandemic, candidate responses were a little less positive in comparison with previous years. 

 

Question 14 

This photo was chosen to avoid candidates identifying politicians who might have been familiar to them. 

For success on this question, candidates needed to understand the separation of powers and know a 

little about the layout of an English court and of the House of Commons. The majority of candidates 

chose option D correctly. 
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Question 15 

Some candidates had sufficient knowledge of parliamentary select committees to be able to answer 

correctly (B). Many thought that only the majority party would have membership of such a body. 

 

Question 16 

Two common misconceptions distracted the majority of candidates away from the correct response (C). 

Many thought that all members of the House of Lords inherit their position while others understood the 

royal family to be in control of membership.  

 

Misconception 

The majority of members of the House of Lords do not inherit their place.  
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Question 17 

Most candidates understood the concept of proportional representation with the majority choosing the 

correct option (A). 

 

Question 18 

Success in this challenging question relied on candidates’ understanding of media freedom, government 

accountability and the role of the civil service. A significant minority answered correctly (option C). 
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Question 19 

Just before the exam, the government announced their intention to increase national insurance rates to 

fund the NHS and to contribute towards the cost of social care. This caused a significant minority of 

candidates to choose option B. Nevertheless, option A remained the more appropriate choice.  

 

Question 20 

This challenging question linked to that part of the specification requiring candidates to understand the 

relationships between taxation, government spending and economic prosperity. Many candidates 

understood that an increase in national wealth would release funds for extra welfare spending and that 

an ageing population would also require more expenditure on welfare.   
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Misconception 

Wealthier countries tend to spend more rather than less on welfare. 

 

Question 21 

This was designed as a more straightforward question on the economy which asks about the relationship 

between unemployment and government income. In practice, it proved more demanding than Question 

20 with just the minority of candidates choosing the correct option (A). 
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Question 22 (a) 

Some candidates missed that part of the question that mentioned conflicting rights and so chose option 

D rather than the correct option (C). In spite of this, the majority of candidates chose appropriately. 
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Question 22 (b) 

Candidates were distracted by some common misconceptions about control of the news media in the UK 

while others seemed not to have read the question with sufficient care. Candidates should have been 

looking for options that could be used to challenge the banner’s claim that ‘5 crooks control our news’. 

The correct response (D) was chosen by a significant minority of candidates.  

Misconception 

A ‘free press’ is not controlled or owned by the government. Regulation is possible even 
though there are many media outlets. 
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Question 23 

Media freedom is a central feature of democratic governments, and most candidates knew this. A 

significant majority answered correctly by choosing option A. Others tended to select option D, 

suggesting that the reason for governments not regulating the media was purely practical. 

 

Question 24 

Here, candidates were asked to apply their knowledge and understanding of citizenship engagement to 

a simple scenario and answer a straightforward question. A significant majority chose the correct option 

(C). The least successful candidates did not know that UK citizenship would be needed for a German 

national to voter in a UK election. 
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Question 25 

Some candidates were unable to identify a central government service from a list of nine services. This 

exposed a definite lack of knowledge which was to be confirmed by similar hesitancy on Paper 2. There 

was particular uncertainty over the control of the police, fire and rescue, and voter registration; all of 

which were thought to be the responsibility of national government. Very few candidates made a fully 

accurate choice of options (A, B and C). 

 

Misconception 

Central government does not fund or control the police. 
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Question 26 

As with Question 12, there was a widespread assumption that MPs enjoy special legal privileges. 

Relatively few candidates seemed to know enough about the role, responsibilities and power of the 

House of Commons Speaker to be confident about answering accurately. A significant minority of 

candidates chose the correct option (D). 
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Section C overview 

This section on the UK and the wider world is somewhat more predictable than previous sections as 

there is less content to cover, especially now that the UK has left the European Union. Consequently, 

candidate responses were often good. However, there was uncertainty over: Scotland’s position within 

United Kingdom; the role of the Commonwealth; the UK’s relationship with the United Nations; and 

international law in wartime. 

 

Question 27 

There was widespread belief that Scottish MPs no longer sit in the UK parliament and a minority of 

candidates thought that Scotland has its own parliament. These misunderstandings resulted in only 

around half of candidates choosing the correct option (C). 

 

Misconception 

Scotland does have its own parliament while continuing to send representatives to the UK 
parliament.  
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Question 28 

Many candidates were uncertain about the main reason for emigration from the UK. Many assumed 

incorrectly that most emigrants from the UK go to join family members living overseas rather than 

seeking to improve their standard of living. Some candidates regarded this question as being about 

immigration and chose option C. So, a minority of candidates chose the correct option (A). 

 

Misconception 

A significant number of candidates confused ‘emigration’ with ‘immigration’. 
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Question 29 

Only a minority of candidates knew that, of the options available, asylum would only be available to 

refugees, and that seeking a better education for children or being unable to speak other European 

languages were not valid reasons.  

Misconception 

Valid reasons for seeking asylum are limited. Being a refugee covers many of these reasons 
but many candidates thought incorrectly that economic and social factors were valid.  
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Question 30 

This question was answered well. Candidates recognised the term ‘community cohesion’ and a 

significant majority were able to identify personal and government action that would lead to an increase. 
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Question 31 

There was a good response to this question. An overwhelming majority of candidates understood the 

term ‘values’ and knew of at least one that underpinned UK government practices. The majority were 

able to identify at least three values correctly. 
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Question 32 

There was widespread uncertainty about the reasons for establishing the Commonwealth. A significant 

minority of candidates chose correctly (D) with the remainder dividing their choice fairly evenly among 

the three distractors.   

 

Misconception 

There was confusion about the purpose of the Commonwealth. Its founding purpose was to 
promote democracy. 
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Question 33 

There was a good understanding of the Queen’s role as Head of the Commonwealth. Revision for the 

exam coincided with preparations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This may have assisted the majority 

of candidates who answered correctly by choosing option B. 
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Question 34 

Candidates showed a reasonable knowledge of the UK’s relationship with the United Nations with some 

choosing the correct option (B). It was clear, though, that many candidates did not know that the UK is 

one of the world’s richest countries. 

Misconception 

Many candidates did not know that the UK is one of the world’s ten wealthiest nations. 
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Question 35 (a) 

Most candidates were not able to answer this question correctly. Responses demonstrated uncertainty 

about how to achieve justice for civilians killed in war. In particular, few knew that international legislation 

based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights might be significant in this context while others 

were unsure whether or not national laws would apply. 
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Question 35 (b) 

Candidates did well on this question, showing a good understanding of the UN’s responsibilities in the 

situation described. Almost all candidates were able to identify at least one of the two correct responses. 
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Question 36  

Candidates also responded well to this question on the role of NGOs. The majority of candidates 

identified at least one of the two correct statements.  
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