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Unit R021 – Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings
Early years values of care
It is essential to be aware of and implement the various care values when working within the health and social care sector. This sector requires practitioners to work with vulnerable individuals who require specialised support. Therefore it is essential that all practitioners know of, implement and show an in-depth understanding of the ways in which vulnerable individuals should be treated. 

The following tasks will enable you to demonstrate your understanding of values of care.

Task 1

1. Working in small groups, identify each value of care for early years.
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2. There are many more values of care for children that there are for adults.  Why do you think this is?
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Task 2

For this task you should work in pairs.

You and your partner will be given one early years value of care. You job will be to research that value of care and produce a presentation in which you cover the points outlined below:

· Define the value of care.

· Give an example of how the value of care maybe applied in an early years setting.

· Explain the importance of implementing this value of care.

· Explain the effects on people who use the service if the value of care is not applied.

Use the space below to document your research and plan your presentation.

Task 3

Complete the definitions diagram below during the presentations.  Write the definitions in the text boxes below.
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Task 4

Check your knowledge – match the correct value of care with a definition in the table below.

	Value of care

	Fostering equality of opportunity

	Working in partnership with parents and families

	Being a reflective practitioner

	Keeping children safe and maintaining a healthy environment

	Working in partnership with other professionals

	Encouraging children’s learning and development

	Maintaining confidentiality of information

	Making the welfare of the child paramount

	Valuing diversity

	Ensuring anti-discrimination


	Value of care
	Definition

	
	Information should be openly shared with family members about children’s learning and development.

	
	Children should be put first. They must be listened to. Their needs and views must be considered at all times in order to ensure they are able to grow and develop effectively.

	
	Each child should be offered equality of access and opportunities to learn and develop.

	
	Private information about children and parents should not be shared with others without consent (unless it is on a need-to-know basis.

	
	Working with other practitioners is essential for development but should only be carried out with consent.

	
	Children should be offered a range of experiences and activities that support all aspects of development i.e. PIES.

	
	Differences between people should be identified as positive. Children should be encouraged to learn about how it is important to be unique.

	
	Early years practitioners need to think about their own practice and plan for development.

	
	Negative attitudes and prejudices by children and adults should be challenged.

	
	The environment should enable children to feel comfortable and safe. Their environment should encourage a healthy lifestyle and approach to learning.



These activities offer an opportunity for English skills development.
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