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OCR Advanced GCE in Travel and Tourism H589/H789

Unit G731: Ecotourism
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced GCE in Travel and Tourism specification for teaching from September 2009
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Sample Scheme of Work: 4OCR GCE in Travel and Tourism Unit G731: Ecotourism


Sample Lesson Plan: 6OCR GCE in Travel and Tourism Unit G731: Ecotourism




A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCE in Travel and Tourism Unit G731: Ecotourism

	Suggested teaching time
	3 - 4 hours
	Topic
	3.12.4 Trends and future appeal of ecotourism projects.

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Candidates need to evaluate what the future holds for ecotourism trends.
Measuring ecotourism trends.
	Explanation of the topic.
Activity using world map to plot the growth areas of ecotourism.
Exploration of the evidence for ecotourism being a growth area (group activity). Look at the websites, in particular; www.world-tourism.org and www.abta.com. Discuss the trends in terms of visitor numbers to the top tourist destinations. Look at newspapers and brochures.
Written accounts of ecotourism examples using material and websites researched.  Relate to own project and destination.
	Copies of travel supplements from weekend newspapers.
World map.
White-board, pens etc.
Access to the Internet (or previously downloaded examples) for the following sites: www.responsibletourism.com
www.tourismconcern.org.uk
www.thetravelfoundation.co.uk
www.ethicaltraveler.org
www.tribes.co.uk
www.world-tourism.org
www.abta.com
Up to date brochures from some of the ‘niche’ operators – eg Exodus, Explore,  Sunvil,  Naturetrek.
Pre-prepared task sheets for Q and A activity to explore growth.
	This session is given in more detail with an accompanying lesson plan.
Here it is important to steer candidates towards the first stages of their written evaluation – getting them to appreciate the scale of growth and linking this to examples that they have researched will enable them to have a structure for their final task.

	Candidates need to use this information to make judgments, draw valid conclusions and make recommendations about the future trends and appeal of ecotourism.
	What are the future trends and appeal of ecotourism? – group exercise based on a spider diagram.
Towards an evaluation - candidates need to generate an outline of how they will present their conclusions on the future management of ecotourism projects.
Making recommendations – how to give reasoned judgements and express opinions.
	Flip chart paper, white-board, pens etc.
Access to their case study material for the chosen project destination.
Materials and resources from the previous study.
www.travelmole.com
TV Choice – there are a number of destination examples that also look at eco-tourism.
	The group exercise will probably draw out more knowledge and understanding than expected – by this stage in their course candidates should have a sound appreciation of the future trends and appeal of ecotourism, and putting bullet points on a spider diagram will give them lots of themes to use in their evaluation.
Compiling a detailed and comprehensive evaluation requires a great deal of time and attention. If candidates could be directed to some good existing examples they will be more able to clearly see the standard, content and format which are expected.


OCR GCE in Travel and Tourism Unit G731: Ecotourism
Future trends of ecotourism: amassing the evidence
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.
Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	To know about the scope and scale of ecotourism as an ‘industry’

	Objective 2
	To understand the growth of the eco-tourism industry

	Objective 3
	Be able to draw valid conclusions about trends and appeal of ecotourism


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
This lesson focuses on looking at the evidence for the viability of ecotourism as a growth area.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Settling in and ready with pen/paper etc. Explanation of topic. Class spilt into three groups to work on a carousel activity using three different sources of material.

	40 minutes
	Groups work on carousel activity whereby they find evidence to support the notion that ecotourism is a growth area:
Source 1: Copies of travel supplements from weekend newspapers
Source 2: Access to the Internet (or previously downloaded examples) from the following: www.responsibletourism.com
                www.tourismconcern.org.uk
                www.thetravelfoundation.co.uk
                www.ethicaltraveler.org
                www.tribes.co.uk
                www.world-tourism.org
                www.abta.com
Source 3: Up to date brochures from some of the ‘niche’ operators – eg Exodus, Explore, Sunvil, Naturetrek (and any other ‘mainstream’ brochures with additional information on responsible tourism such as British Airways Worldwide).

During the activity candidates should keep a written record on sources of information, destinations, tour operators etc.


	Time
	Content

	10 minutes


	Whole class together – hand out a pre-prepared questionnaire which they should complete individually. The questions should elicit a response on trends and appeal:

Q1: What destinations are developing in terms of ecotourism?

Q2: What tour operators are engaging in ecotourism?

Q3: What types of tours/activities are being offered?


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Feedback to group offering responses. Clarify findings to be developed next lesson for application to own project destination.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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