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GCSE Drama

OCR GCSE in Drama: J315

Unit A583: From Concept to Creation
Version 2 : Updated 4 March 2009

This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Drama specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Drama. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Drama. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Drama Unit A583: From Concept to Creation

	Suggested teaching time
	6 weeks
	Topic
	6 Week Preparation and Exploration of Examination Set Text Extract and Stimulus Item

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Set Text: first act of ‘Our Day Out’ by Willy Russell


	Preparation

Explore the social, cultural and historical background to the text: the introduction of comprehensive schools instead of grammar and secondary modern schools; raising of  the school leaving age to 16 in 1972; introduction of CSE exams in 1965 to run alongside GCE; GCSE introduced 1988

Speculate on how such changes affected society generally

Discuss issues that are featured in the play eg What are your views on setting? Should teachers be ‘friendly’ with pupils? Do teachers need to be quite strict if pupils are to learn effectively?

What are the main purposes of school?

Do labels/names matter? Would you object to being labelled the progress class?
Exploration

Explore how the text can be split into sections of up to 10 minutes performance time for those candidates who wish to tackle the Performer Brief (text)
	Internet searches

Teacher likely to have sectioned the text for the class


	Candidates could take the exploration of the history of education further back eg Ragged Schools, Dr Barnardo’s. This could be useful if they eventually opt for the Performer (Devised Brief) as they could do a documentary drama showing how schools and education generally have changed. This has scope to be a straight historical drama or a more light hearted even satirical pastiche

If such possibilities were to be considered, the teacher may wish to make a general input on satire and pastiche or refer the class to previous work

The text can be adapted to make it suitable for performance by a group eg combining smaller roles. Sections from different parts of the text can be combined to make a performance extract of suitable length

	
	Look at the Deviser Brief and discuss the scripting possibilities 

What additional scenes could be added to the text extract? Are there new characters who you could add to the text to develop it into new themes or expand on existing ones?
 Designer Brief

Look at the Designer Brief and discuss what are the base level requirements of the text 

Discuss other design ideas and the practical implications

Evaluate the ideas in terms of how effective they would be in helping to communicate the themes of the play and assisting the actors bring the text to life

Homework start collecting, photographs, images, newspaper articles, text etc that might inspire/influence your final design ideas
	Teacher identifies for the candidates the particular features of the text, its themes; use of language and styles of language used; any influences the suggested staging has on the script
Have examples of set designers working sketches, collections of stimulus material, that show how they research before they start designing
Have examples of finished designs.


There are exemplar materials on, for example The National Theatre website.

However don’t just have professional theatre examples use designs used for school performances 
	Teacher to ensure that within the 6 week preparation and exploration time candidates have had some input on the four elements set out in the brief; period the text is set in; genre; implied performance style; social, cultural and historical connections

If you don’t have such resources begin to collect them and have a design workbook made up for every production you do. These will be invaluable as resources for candidates doing the Designer Brief

Teacher to ensure that within the 6 week preparation period and exploration time candidates have had some input on the four elements set out in the brief; period the text is set in;  performance style; colour scheme;  social, cultural and historical connections


	OCR GCSE Drama Unit A583: From Concept to Creation

	Suggested teaching time
	6 weeks
	Topic
	6 Week Preparation and Exploration of Examination Set Text Extract and Stimulus Item

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Song Lyrics 20th Century by Don Schiltz/Chris A T Cummings
	Homework - create a timeline of key events of the 20th Century

As a whole class create a wall chart depicting timeline of 20th century. Use text, headlines, pictures, drawings, anything necessary

Try to classify the ‘list’ eg social, political, artistic, personalities, whatever categories that you think arise. Discuss which they think have impacted on the way they live their lives today. Vote for the most influential event and person of the 20th century

Identify which events have the necessary dramatic resonance to be the basis of a devised drama. What they will need. Where will it be set? What characters? What is the key tension to be?

Groups take one idea each and make an outline plan for a possible 10 minute drama derived from the historical event. Present it to the rest of the group
	Teacher also provides a timeline they have prepared after the homework, with photographs, text, illustrations etc. This provides a resource for all the groups

Sugar paper, sellotape, scissors, coloured pens etc

Refer the class to planning structures they have used during the course
	This will obviously be a selection and not a definitive timeline, its purpose is illustrative
Before they vote individuals/groups could have made a presentation on the event and person they think everyone should vote for. This is good practice for candidates doing the Deviser and Designer brief as they have to make a presentation to the examiner


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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