[image: image2.jpg]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT





 [image: image1.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT




Resource: Skill Two

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Two: Evaluating Arguments.

Thinking and Reasoning Skills
Skill 2 Loaded Language
Arguments might not always be what they seem.  Careful use of words can mislead the reader/listener without them knowing it.  This is called persuasive language or ‘rhetoric’ and is used to make people believe that our arguments are better than they actually are.  
LOADED LANGUAGE

Emotive Language

Emotive language is used to create emotion by making something sound positive or negative.  This kind of language is used to make the reader/listener feel emotional about the argument.  

For example: 
A vegetarian might say: “Eating meat is murder.” 

This would make you think about the animals themselves and feel sorry for them.  It would also make you feel responsible for their death.  
Jargon
This is a bit like using slang.  It is used in lots of professions like medicine and sport as a kind of shorthand or technical speak.  Using jargon might confuse people who don’t normally use that kind of language.  

For example:

“This man is suffering from a bilateral probital haematoma.”

Or “This man has got a black eye.” 

Euphemism

This is often used to put a nice gloss on a blunt truth or to make something bad sound good.  

For example:

“Jenny’s dog has passed away” is a euphemism for “Jenny’s dog has died.”
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