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Resource: Skill Three

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Three: Presenting and Developing Arguments.
 Thinking and Reasoning Skills
What to include in a simple argument
Argument

The purpose of an argument is to persuade us that something is true or to adopt a position on an issue.  For example: 
“It is cold in winter.  Penguins don’t like the cold.  Therefore penguins don’t like winter.” 
An argument must have a conclusion supported by at least one reason.  For example:

R1:

It is cold in winter
R2:

Penguins don’t like the cold
C:

Therefore penguins don’t like winter
The reasons and conclusion are often flagged up by indicator words which tell you when a reason or a conclusion is coming up.  For example:

1. “It is cold in winter.  Penguins don’t like the cold.  Therefore penguins don’t like winter.”   
2. “I don’t like fish because it smells horrible.  So I don’t
eat fish.  

Conclusion

The conclusion states what the arguer wants us to accept.  It can be found anywhere in the argument but it is normally at the beginning or the end.  For example:

1. 
C
I should keep a diary, 

R1
because I have a bad memory

R2
and I like to keep track of the day’s events

2.
R1
I like sunny weather
R2
It is sunny in France
C
Therefore I should go to France
Possible indicator words: Therefore, so, thus, then, hence, consequently, accordingly. 
Counter Arguments

This is an additional argument that is against or counter to what the conclusion is saying.  Counter arguments are normally used to dismiss the conclusion.  For example:

R1
It is wrong to kill a human being.  

R2
Jack is a human being.  

C
Therefore Jack should not be killed.  

CA
But Jack is an old man in severe pain who wants to die.   

By using a counter argument you show that you are aware of

the other point of view and it helps develop evaluation skills.
Possible indicator words: However, although, despite this, on 

the other hand, contrary to this, but.  

Evidence
Sometimes a reason is developed or supported by evidence.

You need evidence to prove that your reasons are reliable.

Evidence usually takes the form of examples or quoting

figures, numbers and statistics.  
For example:

R1
England football team have the world ranking number one goal keeper. 

R2
Their strikers have also scored lots of goals this season.

Ex
For example, England beat Brazil 7 – 0 in the match last Saturday.
C
So, England must have one of the best football teams in the world at the moment.  

Another example:
R
Wales is a very wet country

Ev
The Met Office reports that for the last 10 years it has had 3 inches of rain every month

C
So it is a country to avoid for camping holidays

Possible indicator words: for instance, for example, such as.
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