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Resource: Skill Five

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Five: Evaluating Evidence.
“Cheap Rivets Blamed for the Sinking of the Titanic”

(Newspaper Article 1998)
The iceberg was only partly to blame. American scientists have discovered new evidence suggesting that the Titanic sank in little more than two hours because some of the iron rivets that held its hull together were made from flawed metal.  

Experts at the government run National Institute of Standards and Technology say wrought-iron rivets recovered from the wreck are so impure that they would have snapped after the 46,000 tonne luxury liner collided with an iceberg during its maiden voyage in 1912.

If better quality metal had been used, the scientists claim, the Titanic might have been able to stay afloat for 12 hours, or even to have limped back to port, saving many of the 1,500 lives lost when it went down.  

“If the rivets we have studied so far are representative of the quality of the material and installation of the majority of the rivets in the hull, then it was a likely contributory factor to the sinking” said Timothy Foecke, a metallurgist at the institute.   
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