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Resource: Skill Six

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Six: Seeking and Evaluating Explanations.
Cause & Effect
· High blood pressure can cause strokes and heart attacks
· Going to the gym regularly can lead to improvements in fitness levels
· Global warming causes a rise in sea levels
· Missing lots of lessons can lead to a failure to pass exams

All the statements above are claims about cause and effect. The cause is given at the start of each sentence and the effect at the end. For example, high blood pressure is the cause and strokes and heart attacks are the effects.

Where a cause and effect exists, it is possible to explain the relationship between them. For example, take the third bullet point above about global warming. The causal link can be explained like this:
During the last century, global temperatures rose by 0.6 degrees Celsius and sea levels rose by about 15cm. This is because warm water takes up more room than cold water and because glaciers and icecaps at the North and South poles have begun to melt. 
We need to be careful however. Just because one thing follows another, it doesn’t mean that the first event caused the second. For instance:
· After an earthquake in South America the day before, England beat Australia in a cricket match.
· Felix went for a 3 mile run. A week later he got 90% in his grade 6 piano exam.
· Charlotte’s MP3 player stopped working after she accidentally left it in the pocket of her jeans when they went in the washing machine. Two hours later her cat gave birth to three kittens.
All of these events followed on, one from another, but there is no causal link between them.

Your Task 

· Create a timeline of things that you have done and things that have happened to you over the last month.
· Mark on the timeline any pairs of events which have a causal link.
· Explain the link between the cause and effect.
· From the events that are left, identify pairs which have no causal link.
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