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Resource: Skill Seven

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Seven: Decision Making and Ethical Reasoning.

Ethical Committee: The Case of Jodie and Mary 
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	Key Criteria
	Applying the criteria to this case

	The happiness or best interests of Jodie

	

	The happiness or best interests of Mary


	

	The happiness or best interests of Jodie and Mary’s family and friends


	

	The happiness or best interests of society as a whole (what do the general public want?) 


	

	Sanctity of life = respecting dignity and value of human life


	



The Issue facing the Ethical Committee





Jodie�
Mary�
�
A bright and alert baby, sparkling and sucking on her dummy �
Had only a rudimentary brain�
�
Could survive without Mary as had own heart and lungs�
Depended for her blood supply on the heart and lungs of Jodie�
�



Either leave the girls attached and both die within months. Or separate them and Jodie survives and Mary dies.





What should the Committee recommend?











Your Decision


(Provide a brief argument for your decision with at least two developed reasons)
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