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Resource: Skill Eight

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Eight: Conceptual thinking and clarifying the meaning of Concepts.

ANALOGIES
An analogy is a comparison between two things that are similar in some way. Analogies can be used to help make something (A) easier to understand by describing or explaining it in comparison to something else (B). Usually (B) will be more familiar or simpler and this makes (A) a bit clearer.
In Thinking and Reasoning Skills you need to be able to recognise and identify analogies, so here are a few examples:

The liver filters the blood to remove impurities. It functions just like an oil filter in a car engine which cleans the oil.

The analogy is between the liver and an oil filter and it is used here because the functions are seen to be similar in that both remove impurities. This is an attempt to help explain how the liver works by comparing it to something similar which is a bit easier to understand.
Our goalkeeper is like a traffic light stuck on green. He just stands there and can’t stop anything. He let ten goals in during the last match we played.
This time the analogy is between a goalkeeper and a traffic light stuck on green. They are seen to be similar because neither of them moves and neither of them are able to stop anything. This analogy is an attempt to emphasise and explain the goalkeeper’s inability to fulfil their role.

Task:
Read the analogies below and determine –

· Which two things are being compared?

· What is the similarity that is claimed between these things?

· For what purpose is the analogy being used?
A.
Money is like oil. Oil lubricates an engine, money makes the economy 
run smoothly.

B.
As you get to know somebody better you get beyond their looks and begin to see what they are really like. Human personality is just like the skin of an onion. You can only see the outer layer, but if you peel that away there are a series of further layers underneath that reveal more and more.

C.
The immune system in the human body is just like a police force. It has a vast system of criminal records which enables it to distinguish between harmless, law-abiding cells and harmful, criminal cells. Every cell requires proof of identity to protect itself from the body’s police force – the immune system.
D.
The ballerina rose gracefully en Pointe and extended one slender leg behind her, like a dog at a tree trunk.
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