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This resource supports the teaching of Skill Ten: Creative Thinking.

Ignaz Semmelweis and Puerperal Fever – Task 3
Semmelweis ordered that the differences between the doctors’ and widwives’ wards should be removed as far as possible.
· The priest and bellringer were sent on a different route, so they didn’t go through the doctors’ ward

· The patients in both wards were now given the same meals

· All the women were now to give birth lying on their sides

Unfortunately, these changes made absolutely no difference to the high death rate from Puerperal Fever in the doctors’ ward.
Semmelweis’s boss, Professor Klein, was getting more and more anxious about the high death rate, so Semmelweis worked harder and harder to find the cause, spending hours in the dissecting room performing autopsies on the bodies of women who had died from Puerperal Fever. He also started to look for other patterns which might explain what was causing it. This is what he found:
	The longer the woman’s labour lasted, the more likely she was to develop Puerperal Fever

	Since Professor Klein had taken over the running of the teaching hospital from Professor Boer the number of women developing the fever had increased

	The number of deaths was higher when Semmelweis was working in the ward than at those times when he wasn’t

	The deaths were also higher when foreign student doctors were working in the ward than when they were not


Once these patterns had been observed, Semmelweis noted a few other interesting points:

· The longer a woman’s labour lasted, the more often she was likely to be examined

· Professor Klein’s methods for teaching the student doctors involved dissecting dead bodies and examining patients
· His predecessor, Professor Boer used a wooden model to teach the student doctors
· The foreign student doctors were often more conscientious in their study and in the care they gave the patients

Task

Dr Semmelweis has now asked you to look again at the HYPOTHESES you developed in Task 2. 
· Do any of your hypotheses still match the new information?
· Can you develop any new hypotheses which take account of the new information?
