[image: image1.jpg]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT



 
Resource: Skill Ten

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Ten: Creative Thinking.

Ignaz Semmelweis and Puerperal Fever – Task 1
One of history’s most famous medical and scientific mysteries took place in the largest teaching hospital in Europe in the middle of the nineteenth century, a time before much was known about bacteria. Ignaz Semmelweis was a 28 year-old assistant professor at the Vienna General Hospital who worked mainly in the maternity clinic. In 1847 he faced the serious challenge of trying to discover why so many women were dying of a disease known as Puerperal Fever or ‘Childbed’ Fever. 
These were the basic facts:

· The number of cases of Puerperal Fever had increased to very high proportions within the hospital.

· The symptoms were inflamation of the abdomen, high temperature and fever, deliriousness and finally death.

· At the time doctors believed there were two possible causes of the disease:
i)  The bad smells which hung around the hospital.

ii)  A build up of breast milk inside the woman which caused poisoning  

    within the body.
· One woman, who was not preganant, but having a tumour removed from her womb, also contracted the disease and died.

· Five times as many women died in the doctors’ ward as in the midwives’ ward.

· Puerperal Fever was very rare amongst women who had their babies at home.

· Many pregnant women were so afraid of contracting Puerperal Fever that they would wait until their labour started before entering the hospital.

· Those women who arrived at the hospital once their labour had begun hardly ever contracted the disease.

Task

Dr Semmelweis set out to solve this mystery and reduce the number of deaths from Puerperal Fever. He began by examining the facts and asking a number of questions.
You are his assistant researcher and he has asked you to help him draw up a list of questions which will help him to solve the mystery of why the number of deaths has gone up so much.

Using the questions ‘who?’, ‘when?’, ‘where?’, ‘why?’, ‘what?’ produce a list of 10 questions you think Dr Semmelweis should be asking to start to investigate the mystery.
