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 Thinking and Reasoning Skills



Aims of Sentencing

		Explain what your aim is in punishing this person.

Examples: deterrence; containment; rehabilitation; retribution; compensation




		



		Identify and explain any ‘aggravating factors’.

Examples: racial motive; use of violence; repeat offender



		



		Identify and explain any ‘mitigating factors’.

Examples: first offence; difficult personal circumstances; provoked by victim



		



		Identify an appropriate punishment and give reasons to support your verdict.

Examples: capital punishment; corporal punishment; imprisonment; fine; community order; compensation order; conditional discharge; absolute discharge
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Skill 7: Decision Making & Ethical Reasoning






Skill 7:  
DeciSion making anD ethical reaSoning
Being able to think clearly and reason through the available options skilfully is never more important 
than when reaching a judgement on an ethical matter. how morally and emotionally charged 
concepts such as fairness and equality are being used is crucial to understanding ethical debate, but 
terms like these can be interpreted in different ways. this unit will focus upon ethical concepts and 
how to apply criteria to reach a reasoned judgment in matters of right and wrong.


By teaching and assessing this skill, the aims and objectives are as follows:


               iDentiFYing      
     DiFFerent oPtionS
    expose students to ethical debates 
in which there are various options 
e.g. punishment of criminals, 
abortion and euthanasia laws, 
testing on animals. 
  guide students in recognising when  
    there are options that may not have 
          been considered or might be  
                  different from the norm. 


  StuDentS ShoulD 
Be aBle to:


think about an issue where people 
have different views about what is 
the right and wrong thing to do, 
and think of more than one ‘right’ 
option that comes from looking at 


the situation in different ways. 


                  iDentiFYing anD   
           aPPlYing criteria


     explain what is meant by the term 
   ‘criteria’ and expose students to  
 ethical judgements in which criteria 
play a part.
 guide students in recognising what  
  criteria is being used in ethical 
      judgements and in practising 
          applying criteria to decide 
                between the different options 
                          available. 


               
                           StuDentS ShoulD 
        Be aBle to:


See that different options in 
moral decision making are 
based on certain criteria, and 
identify what they are. apply 
different criteria and consider 
available evidence to reach a 
decision in an ethical matter.


             ethical concePtS   


     teachers should aim to:


  expose students to key ethical 
concepts that can be defined in 
more than one way , e.g. fairness. 
 guide students in using the 
  context to clarify how a concept is  
   being used in ethical debate. 


StuDentS ShoulD Be  
aBle to:


choose the correct meaning of a 
key word used in ethical debate 
from a selection of possible 
meanings by looking at how it us 
being used in an argument. 
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iDentiFYing DiFFerent oPtionS
an ethical matter is an issue in which there are different views on what is the morally right 
thing to do.  For example, eating meat becomes an ethical matter because some people 
believe that it is wrong for humans to kill animals for food, whilst others believe that it is right 
to do so. ethical matters are usually much more complex than this example suggests, though, 
because of the different reasons people have for thinking a certain way and the values they 
have that lie behind some of those reasons. 


Sometimes it is difficult to see past our own beliefs about what is right and wrong, maybe 
because the way we think has been influenced by the way we were brought up, our own 
experiences and other beliefs we may hold e.g. religious beliefs. however, it is particularly 
important to able to think and reason clearly in an ethical matter. Why? 


there are many reasons, which include:


•	 Emotion	is	usually	involved	in	ethical	debate,	and	this	can	cloud	our	judgement.


•	 The	law	is	based	on	society’s	views	about	what	is	right	and	wrong.


•	 The	decisions	we	make	on	ethical	matters	can	have	serious	consequences	e.g.	life	or	death.


consider the following people’s views on the matter of abortion:


Harry


Abortion is wrong and it 
should be illegal.


Deliberately ending the life of 
an unborn child is murder.


Only God can decide who 
lives and dies.


Iris


Abortion is not wrong and it 
should be allowed.


It is not the same as murder, 
because an unborn child is 


not a person yet.


A woman has the right to 
choose what happens to her 


own life and body.


God might not exist, so we 
can’t base our decisions on 


religious views. 


harry and iris have completely different views on a matter of life and death, and their views 
are based on a complex set of reasons that have been influenced by religion and probably 
their upbringing and their own experiences. 


in reality, though, they have only considered a limited number of options – either abortion is 
wrong and illegal, or not wrong and legal. another option is to say that abortion is acceptable 
until the unborn baby reaches the stage where it can feel pain, after which it is wrong and 
illegal. 


consider the moral dilemmas in this activity. can you identify more than one option that 
could be taken in each case? What criteria are you basing your decision upon?


7.01 Moral Dilemmas.ppt


the following support materials can be found within the 
Skill 7 pdf portfolio.
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iDentiFYing anD aPPlYing criteria


the question ‘What criteria are you basing your decisions on?’ in the last exercise is what we 
will now focus upon. When we make decisions, they are usually based on one or more 
criterion. the criteria that we base our decisions on are called criteria. For example, if i decide 
to close the window in a chilly classroom, then my criteria might be comfort and maximum 
learning. if my criteria were different, e.g. good health, then i might decide not to close the 
window so that there is a good flow of fresh air and less opportunity for germs and viruses 
to spread. 


consider the following decisions. Which of the following criteria might lie behind them?


Financial gain Career security


Playing a role in 
society


Others 
happiness/
wellbeing


Social status


Own happiness/
wellbeing


1. Jodie has decided to study medicine at university.


2. alice has decided to leave school at 16 and get a job.


3. Diana has decided to get married and start a family when she leaves school. 


there could be one clear criterion driving a decision, for example, Jodie may only be 
thinking about how much she can earn as a doctor, but there are sometimes several 
different criteria lying behind a decision. For example, alice wants to start earning money 
straight away (financial gain), but she also wants to please her family by getting involved 
in the family business (others’ happiness) and she believes that she will have a job for life 
if she gets on the career ladder straight away, getting experience in the world of work 
(career security). if she changed her criteria, she may well make a very different decision – 
if she only considered her own happiness, for example, she may go to university to study 
her real passion for zoology! 


When it comes to making ethical decisions, however, then it is crucial to recognise the 
criteria we are/should be using to reach a judgement on what should happen. ethical 
decisions, by nature, are likely to affect other people, so we might want to use happiness 
as our criteria. on the other hand, what makes the most people happy might not fit with 
our own moral values about what is right and wrong, so we might want to use rules as 
our criteria. 
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in politics, ethical and practical decisions that affect lots of people are made all the time, and 
different people and groups have different views on what criteria should be applied. in the 
following activity, try to be aware of the criteria you are using in the decisions you make:


there are many, many fascinating ethical debates to practice these skills on. often, we have 
a strong emotional response to a particular debate. it would be very difficult to ignore our 
emotions when we are faced with a difficult ethical decision, particularly if it affects us or 
people we care about, but it is an important skill to be able to think and reason clearly so 
that we can justify our decisions. the following exercises will give you practice in considering 
different options, applying criteria and presenting reasoned arguments to justify your ethical 
decisions:


Punishing criminals


7.02 Planet Utopia.ppt


7.03 Punishment decisions.ppt


7.04 Punishment decisions printable worksheet.doc


7.05 Punishment criteria printable worksheet.doc


7.06 Punishment case study.ppt


Decisions about life and death


7.07 Making decisions on life and death.ppt


7.08 Ethical Committee case study worksheets.doc


Decisions about life and death


7.09 Charity Auction.ppt


7.10 Environmental Projects information sheets.doc


the following support materials can be found within the 
Skill 7 pdf portfolio.
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ethical concePtS


Words often have more than one meaning. consider the following statement:


 It’s not fair!


the word ‘fair’ here could mean many different things. See how many separate reasons you 
can come up with to support this statement.


You might have come up with reasons similar to these:


A. I worked harder than he did but he got a higher grade than me.


B. I earn less money than she does but she got the bonus instead of me. 


C. I got a detention and he didn’t even though we were both as much to blame.


When we look at the situation, and the reason for saying something isn’t fair, we get a better 
idea of how the word ‘fair’ is being used. See if you can link the following definitions of ‘fair’ to 
one of the three examples above:


Treating people equally


Getting what you deserve


Giving to those who need it most


ethical concepts that can be used in more than one way include: justice, equality, freedom, 
happiness.


in the previous section, we looked at ‘happiness’ as one of the criteria we could use for making 
ethical decisions. But what exactly do we mean by happiness? it would make my dog happy, 
for example, if i gave him a bone, but that is not the same kind of happiness someone might 
feel if their football team won a match or a relative is cured of cancer.  in ethical decision 
making and debate, then, it is important to clarify the meaning of the ethical concepts that 
are being used, as this can alter the meaning of the debate significantly. 


7.11 Word play printable worksheet.docx


7.12 Word play answers.docx


the following support materials can be found within the 
Skill 7 pdf portfolio.
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 Thinking and Reasoning Skills



Word Play


Choose the answer that best fits with the way the word in bold is being used in these arguments:


1. People have a right to protest about things that affect them. The rise in university tuition fees affects young people, so they should have the freedom to gather in protest and have their voices heard.


A. Being free from physical restraints 


B. Being able to express an opinion without fear


C. Being able to make one’s own choices


D. Being able to move around easily


2. A government should always put the happiness of its own people first. Raising taxes will make people unhappy, so they should find another way of fixing the economy.


A. Feelings of joy and exhilaration


B. Wellbeing and security


C. Personal satisfaction and contentment


D. Feeling associated with laughter and gaiety


3. It’s just not fair that girls get a bad reputation if they have lots of boyfriends, when boys get a pat on the back if they have lots of girlfriends. 


A. Giving people an equal share


B. In keeping with laws/rules


C. Getting what we have earned


D. Without prejudice or bias


4. It just isn’t right that students in England have to suffer because of a rise in University tuition fees, when students in Scotland and Wales carry on as normal! What happened to equality of opportunity?


A. Treating everybody exactly the same


B. Making sure everyone gets the same chances in life


C. Giving everyone the same level of respect


D. Making sure no one has more or less than anyone else


Skill 7: Decision Making & Ethical Reasoning
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The Ashden Trust


ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS UK

The trust supports work in the areas of:

· climate change 


· energy efficiency 


· renewable energy 


· technology 


· aviation and transport policy 


· sustainable agriculture.


Aims: 


The Trust promotes


· research

· practical action

· awareness-raising 


· organisations working to have an impact at local, national and international level


Operation and funding:


The Trust works through giving grants to groups and advising government.


More detailed information can be found at www.ashdentrust.org.uk

Greenpeace


Greenpeace was formed in 1971 when a group of anti-war protestors chose to take non-violent direct action against US nuclear weapons testing on Amchitka Island, Alaska

Their mission statement can be found on their website www.greenpeace.org.uk

Aims: 


· To protect oceans and ancient forests


· Phase out the use of fossil fuels and promote use of renewable energy to stop climate change


· Elimination of toxic chemicals


· Prevention of genetically modified organisms


· An end to the nuclear threat and nuclear contamination


· Safe and sustainable trade


Operation:


Greenpeace maintains that it operates in a peaceful way through; lobbying, bearing witness campaigns, email shots.  They will particularly use high profile campaigns in order to attract public attention, e.g. to fight against sea pollution they travel to that area in one of their three ships and take direct action.


Funding:


The group gets its money from voluntary donations by both members of the group and members of the public. The group has been very successful.  Although not popular with governments, it has raised awareness about environmental issues on a vast scale.  


Greenpeace campaigned for over 15 years to focus world attention on Antarctica and reversed a decision made by Antarctic Treaty Nations to allow mining in the world's last untouched continent.


More information can be found at www.greenpeace.org.uk

PETA


What is PETA?


People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals. PETA is a group that fights for the humane treatment of animals.


Beliefs:

Animals are not ours to:


· Eat


· Wear


· Experiment on


· Or use for entertainment


PETA is against:


· Killing animals


· Eating meat


· Cock fighting


· Bull fighting


· Fishing


· Animal testing


· Factory farming


· Fur farming


· Chaining or abusing pets


· Using animals for entertainment


Operation:


It tells the public how animals are being treated by making advertisements, doing under cover investigations, animal rescues and lobbying.


Finance:


Funds are raised mainly through membership fees.


A number of small campaigns have been successful but their main aims of not eating meat or not drinking milk have not had so much success!  


However they do alert the public to which companies do and don’t test on animals. For example:


Gucci stops selling seal fur: After hearing from thousands of PETA supporters, Gucci has announced that it will not sell seal fur


More information can be found at www.peta.org.uk

Friends of the Red Squirrel


· Friends of the Red Squirrel is a group ensuring the long-term survival of the remaining RED SQUIRREL populations. 


· They try to achieve this aim through red squirrel woodland refuges, publicising the issue, community involvement and monitoring red squirrel populations. 


· Friends of the Red Squirrel has no direct link with the Government; however they provide regular articles, interviews and TV appearances to inform the public. Media coverage is welcomed by this group. 


· Training activities and public events, along with a regularly updated website keep the public informed. 


· This pressure group does not rely on direct action to achieve its aims, but relies more on providing advice on how the general public can help to protect the species. E.g. Encouraging 300+ households to carry out supplementary feeding


Finance:

· The Friends of the Red Squirrel raise finances through charitable donations and memberships. 


· An individual membership requires an annual donation of £15 and a corporate annual membership £150. 


· Sponsorships include: Centerparcs, The Beatrix Potter Society, CJ Wild Bird Foods. 


· Linked with other pressure groups on the same theme, this pressure group is fairly successful in attaining its aims. It successfully provides the public with information and provides events, particularly in the North West for people to get involved with. It also has a wide variety of sponsors helping to aid with publicity. 


More information is available at www.saveoursquirrels.org/pge/support_us/friends_of_red_squirrel.html

Surfers Against Sewage


The main aim:


· The main aim of Surfers Against Sewage is to campaign for clean recreational waters. This means water free from sewage effluents, toxic chemicals and nuclear waste, and safe for leisure activities. 

Operation:


· Surfers Against Sewage operates by the use of campaigns, promoting rules they would like to see introduced.


· Surfers Against Sewage also holds events such as debating forums and live gigs to promote their cause.

· They use direct action such as protesting, demonstrating, lobbying, and putting pressure on the water industry.

· The action group carry out peaceful, but hard-hitting actions to give their campaigns momentum. They also lobby sympathetic politicians for support and involve the public in signing campaign postcards or writing letters.

· Surfers Against Sewage use the media in order to draw attention to the point or area they are trying to improve. 


· They believe the media can be used to promote awareness among the public and to put pressure on the government.


Finance:


· SAS funds come from individual membership subscriptions, the selling of SAS merchandise, SAS fundraising events such as the SAS Ball and sponsorship from companies looking to put back some of their profits into environmentally friendly initiatives.


· Sponsors include Carlsberg and Red Stripe


Success:


· influential in lobbying the government and the water industry to invest in full sewage treatment technology. This has led to improved sewage treatment facilities 


· instrumental in protecting the coastline from other pollution sources as well as sewage. SAS lobbying has helped in prosecuting shippers causing pollution such as the RMS Mulheim, prevented toxic naval vessels being broken down in the North East and encouraged local authorities to adopt anti-litter beach initiatives.


More information is available at www.sas.org.uk/

World Wildlife Fund


Aims: 


· safeguarding the natural world 

· tackling the global threat of climate change 


· helping people to change the way they live 

Some of the things WWF does:

· protects natural areas


· protects populations of plants and animals, including endangered species; 


· promotes more efficient use of resources and energy


· promotes the reduction of pollution and the maximum reduction of pollution. 


Goals and success:


The WWF has a target that by 2015 they will conserve 19 of the world's most important natural places and significantly change global forces. This will further their aim of the conservation of nature.

Finance:


World Wildlife Fund is financed via donations, monthly supporters, partners in conservation, people buying gifts e.g. soft toys and the facility to adopt an animal such as a polar bear.


The diversity of life isn't evenly distributed around the globe. It is concentrated in certain areas, making them a greater priority for conservation.


More information is available at www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/
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Ethical Committee


The Case of Baby K 

The Issue facing the Ethical Committee:

Baby K was permanently unconscious, could not hear or see, and apparently could not feel pain, but did have sucking, swallowing and coughing reflexes (consistent with the condition of anencephaly = missing part of brain). She had difficulty breathing at birth and was placed on a ventilator. 


The Hospital wanted to remove the ventilator and allow Baby K to die.


(Baby K is not terminally ill and not in pain.)


Her parents wanted the hospital to keep her alive.


What should the Committee recommend?

		Key Criteria

		Applying the criteria to this case



		The happiness or best interests of Baby K

		



		The happiness or best interests of Baby K’s family and friends

		



		The happiness or best interests of society as a whole (what do the general public want?) 

		



		Sanctity of life = respecting dignity and value of human life

		







The Case of Jodie and Mary 


The Issue facing the Ethical Committee:


		Jodie

		Mary



		A bright and alert baby, sparkling and sucking on her dummy

		Had only a rudimentary brain



		Could survive without Mary as had own heart and lungs

		Depended for her blood supply on the heart and lungs of Jodie





Either leave the girls attached and both die within months. Or separate them and Jodie survives and Mary dies.


What should the Committee recommend?

		Key Criteria

		Applying the criteria to this case



		The happiness or best interests of Jodie

		



		The happiness or best interests of Mary

		



		The happiness or best interests of Jodie and Mary’s family and friends

		



		The happiness or best interests of society as a whole (what do the general public want?)

		



		Sanctity of life = respecting dignity and value of human life

		







The Case of Tony Bland 


The Issue facing the Ethical Committee:


Tony Bland was a 17-year-old victim of Hillsborough Disaster. He was left in a Permanent Vegetative State – alive, but irreversibly unconscious. After 5 years in PVS, his family asked for his life support to be withdrawn; the doctor agreed, but was told it would be murder.


Should the Committee recommend that Tony Bland be killed?

		Key Criteria

		Applying the criteria to this case



		The happiness or best interests of Tony Bland

		



		The happiness or best interests of Tony Bland’s family and friends

		



		The happiness or best interests of society as a whole (what do the general public want?) 

		



		Sanctity of life = respecting dignity and value of human life

		













Your Decision


(Provide a brief argument for your decision with at least two developed reasons)





Your Decision


(Provide a brief argument for your decision with at least two developed reasons)








Your Decision


(Provide a brief argument for your decision with at least two developed reasons)
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Criteria for Deciding on a Punishment

1. What is Retribution?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


2. What is Deterrence?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


3. What is Reform?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


4. What is Compensation?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


5. What are ‘aggravating factors’? Can you list some examples?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


6. What are ‘mitigating factors’? Can you list some examples?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7. Are there any other sentences a judge may give apart from imprisonment? Can you list any?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


a) Problem One 


		Most important aim?




		



		Conflicting aims?




		



		Aggravating Factors?




		



		Mitigating Factors?




		



		Sentence?




		





b) Problem Two


		Most important aim?




		



		Conflicting aims?




		



		Aggravating Factors?




		



		Mitigating Factors?




		



		Sentence?




		





c) Problem Three

		Most important aim?




		



		Conflicting aims?




		



		Aggravating Factors?




		



		Mitigating Factors?




		



		Sentence?




		





d) Problem Four


		Most important aim?




		



		Conflicting aims?




		



		Aggravating Factors?




		



		Mitigating Factors?




		



		Sentence?




		





e) Problem Five


		Most important aim?




		



		Conflicting aims?




		



		Aggravating Factors?




		



		Mitigating Factors?




		



		Sentence?
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Word Play


Choose the answer that best fits with the way the word in bold is being used in these arguments:


1. People have a right to protest about things that affect them. The rise in university tuition fees affects young people, so they should have the freedom to gather in protest and have their voices heard.


A. Being free from physical restraints 


B. Being able to express an opinion without fear


C. Being able to make one’s own choices


D. Being able to move around easily


2. A government should always put the happiness of its own people first. Raising taxes will make people unhappy, so they should find another way of fixing the economy.


A. Feelings of joy and exhilaration


B. Wellbeing and security

C. Personal satisfaction and contentment


D. Feeling associated with laughter and gaiety


3. It’s just not fair that girls get a bad reputation if they have lots of boyfriends, when boys get a pat on the back if they have lots of girlfriends. 


A. Giving people an equal share


B. In keeping with laws/rules


C. Getting what we have earned


D. Without prejudice or bias


4. It just isn’t right that students in England have to suffer because of a rise in University tuition fees, when students in Scotland and Wales carry on as normal! What happened to equality of opportunity?


A. Treating everybody exactly the same


B. Making sure everyone gets the same chances in life


C. Giving everyone the same level of respect


D. Making sure no one has more or less than anyone else
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