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Timeline for change 
March 2008 – draft specifications will be available on

the OCR website.

September 2008 – final accredited specifications will

be available on the website, and in hard copy.

September 2009 – first teaching of the new

specifications will start.

To keep in touch with the latest news, you can 

subscribe to the OCR GCSE email alert at

www.ocr.org.uk/14-19signup.

Supporting you through
the changes
We’re putting on a series of free GCSE Expos, just as we

did with A Levels, introducing teachers to the latest

changes to GCSEs. They’ll feature subject specialists, as

well as updates on developments in A Levels, Diplomas

and Functional Skills – and an overview of OCR Nationals. 

The dates for the Expos are: 

Newcastle – 24 June 2008

Manchester – 27 June 2008

Coventry – 1 July 2008

London – 4 July 2008

For more information on the

Expos, email

training@ocr.org.uk 

Look out for further

details which will be

sent to your centre

shortly, including

information about

free ‘Get ready’

events in June and

July and through to

the autumn term, and

‘Get started’ events in

the spring term.
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What role will
Functional Skills
play? 
Functional Skills pilot qualifications 

The Functional Skills qualifications are being piloted for three

years, from September 2007 to August 2010, and are likely to

replace the Key Skills and Basic Skills (Skills for Life)

qualifications. QCA will keep Key Skills and Basic Skills until

2010 at the earliest – allowing certification until at least 2012.

Functional Skills and Diplomas

Generic Learning is a staple component of Diplomas,

encouraging students to develop and apply a range of

necessary skills. Functional Skills will, in turn, be a mandatory

part of Generic Learning. 

Diplomas require learners to achieve Functional Skills:

• At Level 1 for Foundation Diplomas 

• At Level 2 for Higher and Advanced Diplomas. 

Functional Skills and GCSEs

The Functional Skills standards are being incorporated into

the revised GCSE specifications for English, Maths and ICT

which will be available for first teaching from September

2010.  It’s likely that students will need to pass Functional

Skills Level 2 to be awarded a grade C or above in the related

GCSE.  

Centres in Ireland and Wales are advised to contact their local office for the

latest information about Functional Skills.
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What are the benefits of
Functional Skills?

• Young people and adults can build practical applied skills 

that are essential for success in all areas of life, from 

education to personal development and employment.

• Employers can be more confident that potential employees 

have the practical skills necessary for a range of 

work situations.

• Higher education institutions can look forward to 

learners arriving with a firm grasp of important 

basics, including ICT, mathematics and 

communication skills. 
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Why not join OCR’s
Functional Skills pilot?
QCA has approved OCR’s plans to pilot an

assessment approach for Functional Skills English,

Maths and ICT, at all three levels (Entry Level, Level 1

and Level 2). Getting involved in the pilot is the

best way to prepare for Functional Skills, and can

even let you influence how the qualifications are

shaped. If you’d like to take part, please complete

the sign-up form at www.ocr.org.uk/14-19signup,

or email functionalskills@ocr.org.uk.

What support is OCR
offering?
When new qualifications are introduced, we know

it’s vital for teachers to become as comfortable as

possible with the new methods and structures. To

help things run smoothly, OCR provides a range of

support:

• Sample Assessment Materials, including practice

tasks, mark schemes, example candidate

responses and examiner commentaries

• Free training events for teachers, tutors and

trainers

• Answers to frequently asked questions

• A PowerPoint presentation to use with your staff

• Guidance to help teachers, tutors and trainers

prepare learners for Functional Skills assessments

• Dedicated local customer support teams.

If you’d like to know more about the support we

can offer, or would like to arrange a visit from your

local OCR Customer Support Manager, please email

functionalskills@ocr.org.uk.

Centres in Ireland and Wales are advised to contact their local

office for the latest information about Functional Skills.



Update on
Diplomas

Three new Diplomas?
On 23 October, the Secretary of State for Children,

Schools and Families announced plans to develop

three more Diplomas – in Science, Languages and

Humanities. Diploma Development Partnerships will

be brought together to agree the content in 2008,

which will then be available for first teaching in 2011.

OCR will continue to keep you updated on these

developments through Diploma Watch. 

Centres in Ireland and Wales are advised to contact their local office

for the latest information about Functional Skills.

Diploma Watch
We are now sending out our regular

newsletter, Diploma Watch, in

electronic format only. If you’d like

your name to be added to our

distribution list, please email us at

diplomawatch@ocr.org.uk
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The OCR specification is very different from other

awarding boards. Unit 3 at Level 2, for example, is

‘Individual Realisation – who I am and who am I?’

The unit overview states, ‘Creative people usually

bring something of themselves to what they

produce. By considering themselves, their own

talents, aspirations, individuality, concerns,

apprehensions and intended career paths, learners

will begin to make sense of their lives, their place in

the world and within the creative community.’ 

Feedback has been positive. A large consortia

consisting of eight schools and two FE Colleges in

Cornwall has opted for the OCR Diploma in

Creative and Media at Levels 1 and 2. Sarah Crook,

Cornwall Diploma Co-ordinator for Creative and

Media, based at Truro College, explains what was

behind the decision. “The practitioners from the 10

institutions went through the available

specifications from the main exam boards and we

were almost unanimous in favour of OCR for Levels

1 and 2. Everyone loved the specifications. They are

user-friendly, especially for schools with less

experience of designing work-based or industry

projects. The other crucial area was support. We

have received excellent support all the way

through from OCR’s Customer Support Manager,

Stella Turner. Her knowledge is vast and she

responds extremely quickly to our questions. When

we needed to know more about the assignment

structure and assessment systems, she even

brought in the guys who had developed the

specifications and assignments which inspired

us all.”

For all its Diplomas, OCR offers a

tailored support package –

including sample materials, model

assignments and hands-on

customer support managers –

to enable teachers to deliver

the new qualifications

successfully. In Spring

2008, Hodder Education

and OCR will launch a

web portal for all those

engaged in Diploma

teaching. Watch this

space!
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OCR’s Diplomas in Creative and Media, IT, and

Engineering are designed to provide 14 to19 year

olds with an insight into specific areas of

employment as part of a flexible secondary

curriculum. They will be available for first teaching

from September 2008 and will be offered at

Levels 1, 2 and 3. 

OCR has also submitted its principal learning

units for Society, Health and Development to

QCA. An accreditation decision will be made by

the end of February and it is hoped that these

units will also be ready for teaching from next

September. OCR is also accredited for Functional

Skills and the Project/Extended Project, and acts

as a Diploma Awarding Body (DAB) for all lines of

learning – which means it meets the requirements

for awarding the full Diploma qualifications. Visit

www.ocr.org.uk/14-19diplomas for further

details of what OCR is offering. 

The Creative and Media Diploma offers learners

an exciting way to gain access to a broad range

of arts-related sectors. Developed by a team of

teachers and practitioners drawn from a wide

spectrum, it provides learners with the

opportunity to gain personal, creative and

technical skills. 

OCR’s Creative and Media Diploma under
the spotlight

Performance 
points for OCR Project units

Performance points for the achievement and attainment tables have now

been allocated to OCR Project qualifications at all levels, and are shown in the

table below.  You can find more information on Project and Extended Project

qualifications on the National Database of Accredited Qualifications at www.ndaq.org.uk

A* A B C D E

Level 1 Project 17 14 9.5 N/A N/A N/A

Level 2 Project 29 26 23  20 N/A N/A

Level 3 Extended Project 90 81 72 63 54 45

Centres in Ireland and Wales are advised to contact their local office for the latest information about Diplomas.
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New UCAS process
The UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) tariff is widely used

by universities and other higher education institutions as a way of defining

entry requirements and making offers. The current tariff system was

introduced in 1999, replacing a basic points system that had been in place

for some time. During 2007, UCAS has been reviewing the processes used for

allocating points to qualifications. The resulting proposed new approach has

recently been out for consultation; if feedback is positive, the new process is

likely to be implemented after December 2007. 

This new process will involve scoring a qualification on a range of criteria

considered by higher education admissions staff to be necessary for

progression – including the application and analysis of ideas, knowledge and

theory. New qualifications being offered for the tariff will continue to be

benchmarked against A Levels, and no change to existing tariff values is

likely in the short term.

OCR Past Papers Service
In response to your feedback, we’ve published 2006 and 2007 past papers, mark

schemes and examiner reports on our website, which you can access free of

charge. There may be some exceptions where we’ve been unable to secure

copyright, but our aim is to give you a good range of past paper questions.

OCR’s revised policy means that, in future, many more question papers will

be published on our website after each exam series. Once published online,

the papers will remain available for at least two years. Again, you can

download all these papers free of charge.

OCR Entry Level Certificate in
Digital Literacy
In conjunction with Microsoft, OCR has created a completely online qualification

that allows candidates to demonstrate an understanding of computer technology

in everyday life, helping them to develop new social and economic opportunities.

Whether candidates are entirely new to computing or have some experience,

Digital Literacy will develop their fundamental understanding of computers.

From using the Internet, to sending e-mail, to creating a résumé, the Digital

Literacy qualification provides the candidate with the essential knowledge,

understanding and skills they need to begin computing with confidence.

This qualification will be available from early 2008, so bookmark

www.ocr.org.uk for more information.

More news from OCR



Foundation
Learning Tier
This Programme of Work, developed to create a coherent

offer for learners working at Level 1 and below, was

established by the UK Vocational Qualifications Reform

Programme. The intention is that the Foundation

Learning Tier (FLT) will comply with the emerging

Qualifications and Credit Framework, by being unit-

based and supporting credit transfer. 

The FLT is organised into four progression pathways.

Each pathway contains three strands of learning:

• Vocational/subject learning

• Personal development/wider key skills

• Literacy, numeracy and ICT.

The four pathways are intended to lead to one of the

following:

• A first full Level 2 qualification

• An apprenticeship

• Independent living or supported employment

• A Diploma, or other qualification route for

14 to 16-year-olds.

The FLT will be available in schools and to

adult learners, providing a foundation for

those students not yet ready to progress

to Level 2 programmes. It is likely to be

introduced from September 2008, before

becoming fully available from September

2010. 

Sign up for
updates

If you’d like to receive updates on the

14–19 changes, and the specific areas

you’re interested in, visit

www.ocr.org.uk/14-19signup.
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