




Go to www.ocr.org.uk/functionalskills  
to view the latest information on support materials 
and resources. 

Keep up to date on the latest news by registering to receive 
e-alerts at www.ocr.org.uk/updates

INTRODUCING OCR

We’re a leading UK awarding body, providing an exciting range of qualifications to meet 
the needs of learners of all ages and abilities.

We want to help you make the most of your passion for functional skills and believe in 
developing specifications that help you bring it to life, engaging learners to achieve 
more success. To help us continue to improve our qualifications and support services we 
continually listen to and learn from you to ensure you and your learners get as much as 
possible from our qualifications. 

We can ensure you’ll receive full support when you’re teaching our qualifications. You 
can enjoy free training events, and choose from a useful selection of teaching materials 
and resources – all written for you by expert developers.

Become an OCR approved centre

To start teaching our functional skills qualifications you must first become an 
OCR approved centre.

Are you a current OCR functional 
skills pilot centre or a current OCR 
Key Skills centre?
You don’t need to do a thing! You’ll be 
automatically approved for delivering our 
new functional skills qualifications from 
September 2010.

New to OCR functional skills?
If you do not currently deliver either 
our functional skills pilot or Key Skills 
qualifications and want to teach 
our functional skills qualifications 
from September 2010, you’ll need to 
complete the simple approval form for 
vocational qualifications.  

Available to download at www.ocr.org.uk/administration/centre_app/vocational.html

Simply follow the easy instructions and we’ll do the rest!
In certain circumstances, a visit to your centre by an OCR representative will be required.

Support, resources 
and training
With the help of teachers who have been 
delivering our pilot functional skills 
qualification we’ve developed a range of 
high-quality practical tools and resources to 
support you from preparation through to 
delivery of our new specifications.

The following free support will be available 
from September 2010 to help you deliver 
our new functional skills qualifications:

•	 Specimen assessment materials 
including mark schemes.

•	 Curriculum Guide
including generic and subject specific 
exemplar activities.

•	 Exemplar candidate scripts
these scripts will help you to understand 
the marking criteria and prepare your 
learners for assessment.

•	 �Problem solving tasks
we’ve worked with expert content 
developers to provide a set of free 
problem solving tasks to support each of 
our functional skills qualification suites

– The School Mathematics Project 
(Mathematics)

– Teachit (English) and 

– Guroo (ICT).

•	 Free INSET training
choose from a variety of courses 
depending on your needs. Check out our 
courses and book your place online at  
www.ocreventbooker.org.uk

•	 Endorsed publisher  
partner resources.

•	 Functional Skills Watch 
monthly electronic newsletter.



Functional skills and other qualifications

They already form a mandatory component of the new Diplomas, Apprenticeships and 
Foundation Learning, and will replace Key Skills from September 2010.

Functionality is incorporated into the new Programmes of Study for Key Stages 3 and 4. 

Functional Skills English, Maths and ICT are recognised as standalone qualifications worth 23 points each at Level 2.

ASSESSMENT AND ATTAINMENT POINTS FOR FUNCTIONAL SKILLS

Entry 1

Entry 2

Entry 3

Level 1

Level 2

5 points

6 points

7 points

12.5 points

23 points

By September 2010, functional skills qualifications 
will replace Key Skills qualifications in all 
Apprenticeship frameworks.

Some frameworks will require functional skills at  
the same level as the Apprenticeship, others at one 
level below. 

All Apprenticeship frameworks will require 
achievement in Functional Skills English and 
Functional Skills Maths, while Functional Skills ICT 
will only be required by some.

Foundation Learning (formerly known as the Foundation Learning Tier) is a programme comprising progression 
routes through Entry Level and Level 1 for learners aged 14 and over. It’s intended to meet the needs of your 
learners who are undertaking learning below Level 2, and to prepare them for study at higher levels or progress 
into the workplace, as relevant. 

• �Functional skills are at the heart of a Foundation Learning programme and forms one of the three strands of 
this pathway.

• �Learners undertaking a Foundation Learning programme will be expected to achieve all three functional skills 
qualifications in  order to develop the transferable skills to progress in life.

• �Learners are provided with the flexibility to undertake each functional skill qualification at a level appropriate 
to their ability.

Functional skills qualifications will replace Key Skills qualifications at Levels 1 and 2 from September 2010. 

Key dates you need to be aware of

31 August 2010 – Last date to register new learners for current Key Skills in Communication, Application of 
Number and ICT - although Key Skills tests will be available until 2012. 

31 August 2012 – Final certification of Wider Key Skills qualifications (Improving Own Learning and 
Performance, Working with Others and Problem Solving) 

We’ve used our expertise as the market leader of Key Skills qualifications to make sure that our functional skills 
qualifications work for you and your learners.

Basic Skills (Skills for Life) accreditation end date has been extended until 2012, but it’s expected that functional 
skills will eventually replace Basic Skills.

Functionality is embedded into the new GCSE specifications in English, Maths and ICT for first teaching 
from September 2010, equipping your learners with the necessary skills to successfully complete OCR’s 
standalone functional skills assessments.

Our GCSE support package incorporates aspects of functionality and signposts exit points letting you know 
when learners are ready to sit the standalone assessments.

For details on our GCSEs for 2010, visit www.ocr.org.uk/2010

Diplomas offer young people an exciting new 
opportunity to demonstrate and apply their 
knowledge, skills and understanding in a 
practical context.

Functional Skills English, Maths and ICT 
are mandatory within the generic learning 
component of Diplomas.

• �Level 1 functional skills required for  
Level 1 Diploma

• �Level 2 functional skills required for  
Levels 2 and 3 Diplomas

For details of our Diplomas, visit  
www.ocr.org.uk/diplomas

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS

APPRENTICESHIPS AND FUNCTIONAL SKILLS

Foundation Learning and functional skills Key Skills and functional skills

BASIC Skills and functional skills

GCSEs in English, Maths and ICT and functional skills Diplomas and functional skills
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Contact us
By email: functionalskills@ocr.org.uk

Keep up to date on the latest news by registering to receive e-alerts at www.ocr.org.uk/updates

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored.  
© OCR 2010 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England.  
Registered office 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR Customer contact centre

Vocational qualifications
Telephone 024 76 851509
Facsimile 024 76 851633
Email vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

 

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

Functional Skills
Deliver that spark


