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OCR A Level Critical Thinking

H050 and H450:

Information for OCR centres transferring to new specification
for first teaching in 2008

This document maps the current A Level Critical Thinking specification to the new specification for
first teaching in September 2008. It includes information on the changes, support available and an
outline of the new specification. It is intended to help ease the transition for Heads of Department
and Teachers involved in the teaching of Critical Thinking.

The full specification is available online along with a short questionnaire enabling you

to share your comments on the specification and help shape the materials developed to
support it. For more information including answers to frequently asked questions visit
www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels

Current specification - mapping the changes page 2
Outline specification for first teaching September 2008 page 3

QCA Have stipulated that:

+ Atotal of four units is required to achieve GCE A Level Critical Thinking
* There is no coursework in Critical Thinking
« Stretch and Challenge style questions to be introduced into A2 assessment.
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Current A Level Critical Thinking
O C R HO050 and H450. Candidates must complete all four units. 14-19 CHANGES
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4+ New A Level Critical Thinking

OCR

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT

(AS: HO52 ; A2: H452). First teaching 2008 14:19 CHANGES
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Candidates must complete all four units.

Benefits to me and my learners

- The language of reasoning
- Credibility

Benefits:

- Greater clarity of unit content for teachers

- Supports teachers to devise a coherent scheme of work.

- Credibility element is beneficial to students who wish to pursue further studies or a career in Law.

- Wider range of argument components, building on the skills developed in Unit 1
+ Analysing and evaluating argument including assessing strengths and weaknesses.
- Writing of original arguments in response to stimulus material

Benefits:
- Greater clarity of unit content for teachers
- Supports teachers to devise a coherent scheme of work.

- Application of skills developed at AS level in the context of ethical reasoning and decision-making.
- Analysis and evaluation of conflicting ideas and arguments from a range of source material.
- Synoptic assessment is included wholly in the A2 units.

Benefits:
« Supports enrichment programmes.

- Includes similar concepts and ideas to previous units but presents a different level of challenge.

- Analysis and evaluation of material based on typical arguments found in newspapers, journals, books and magazines.
- Synoptic assessment is included wholly in the A2 units.

- Stretch and challenge is incorporated in this unit.

Benefits:
- Excellent preparation for study at Higher Education level (analysis and evaluation).

3 The full specification is available online at www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels
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www.ocr.org.uk
OCR customer contact centre

Vocational qualifications General Qualifications
Telephone: 024 76 851509 Telephone: 01223 553998
Facsimile: 024 76 421944 Facsimile: 01223 552627

Email: vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk Email: general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored.
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