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Student Resource 4 Context and close analysis of This 
Moment (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4)

Activity 4

Divide into four groups. Each group will be given This Moment and also information or guidance about this poem. You should 
study the poem, having read the information your group has been given.

Group One: autobiographical elements
Your task: read the extract below, read This Moment and note down at least five interesting things you notice about this 
poem (voice, form, imagery, rhythm, lexis, grammar etc).

Transcript of Eavan Boland’s comments about the autobiographical nature of This Moment: 

“This Moment” is about a time in my life when my children were very young. We lived in a suburb which faces the Dublin 
Hills and where the summer light lasts a long time into the evening. When I went out to call in my daughter, she would run 
into my arms just as the light was going. This poem remembers that time but in an impressionistic way. I wanted to convey 
the stillness, the waiting, the about-to-happen feeling of summer light going. Most of those details in the poem are taken 
from my life at that time: the moths of the late summer always caught my eye as they banged against our kitchen window 
and the first house lights through the summer twilight were always an evocative sight for me, but it is the mother and the 
child who are the focus of the poem. It is as if the child’s reunion with the mother makes the summer twilight shift and 
stumble into real night. The stars, the moths, the sweetening of the apples all happen as a result of the encounter.

Group Two: the poet as writer
Your task: read the extracts below, read This Moment and note down at least five interesting things you notice about this 
poem (voice, form, imagery, rhythm, lexis, grammar etc).

Transcript of Eavan Boland’s comments on the form of the poem: 

The form of the poem is fairly open, the short lines help me create this sort of staccato effect. Small as the space was, I 
wanted a hint of drama, of an event getting ready to happen.

And on the image of the tree and the window (lines 9 and 10):

…if not the soul, then the centre of the action, the most deliberate and intent image in the poem. I have a very clear 
memory of hesitating before I used it, but I went ahead anyway. This is a very short poem, its base is limited. If I wanted to 
convey both magic and ordinariness – and I did – I needed an image which would put the light of that first window into the 
context of the downright and plain-spoken image of yellow butter. The effect of the first needed the solidity of the second, 
so I went ahead and did it, and it is still the part of this poem I remain the most satisifed with. 

Group Three: poetry by numbers
Your task: for each of the following numbered statements, answer the questions: “Why? What effect does this create? How 
does it shape the meaning of the poem?”

This is a poem composed of twelve short, often incomplete sentences: 

• the first incomplete sentence has 2 words in it, 

• followed by a 2-word incomplete sentence, 

• a 9-word declarative, simple sentence, 

• a 3-word incomplete sentence, 

• a 5-word incomplete sentence, 

• a 3-word incomplete sentence, 
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• a 4-word declarative, simple, sentence, 

• a 6-word declarative, simple, complete sentence, 

• a 16-word declarative complex sentence, 

• a 2-word simple sentence, 

• a 2-word simple sentence, 

• and a 5-word declarative, simple sentence.

1. In this sixteen-line poem, there are twelve end-stopped lines. Why? What effect does this create? How does it shape the 
meaning of the poem?

2. There are two present tense verbs or verb phrases (“Things are getting ready// to happen” and “slanting”) in the first four 
verses of this poem. There are seven present tense verbs in the final three verses. Why? What effect does this create? How 
does it shape the meaning of the poem?

3. The indefinite article is used three times (“A neighbourhood”, “A woman”, “a child”). The possessive pronoun “her” is 
used once. There are two adjectives of number. (“one tree”, “one window”). There is one demonstrative pronoun (“this 
moment”). There is one definite article (“the dark”). Why? What effect does this create? How does it shape the meaning of 
the poem?

4. There are two adjectives (“black” and “yellow”) Why? What effect does this create? How does it shape the meaning of the 
poem?

5. The eighth line (“but not yet”) is almost at the centre of this poem, with seven lines before it, and eight after it. Why? What 
effect does this create? How does it shape the meaning of the poem?

6. The words “this moment” appear in the last line of the penultimate verse. Why? What effect does this create? How does it 
shape the meaning of the poem?

7. There are nineteen concrete nouns and no abstract nouns. Why? What effect does this create? How does it shape the 
meaning of the poem?

Group Four: figuratively speaking
Your task: to read This Moment and provide answers to the questions below, as well as any other thoughts you have about 
this poem (voice, form, imagery, rhythm, lexis, grammar etc).

1. Why “dusk” in the first verse? What connotations does this noun have?
2. Why “dark” in the final verse? What connotations does this noun have?
3. What is the significance of the progression from “dusk” to “dark” in this poem?
4. Why does the poet choose “moths” and “stars” and “fruit”? 
5. Why does she repeat “moths” and “stars” and fruit in the final verse?
6. Is “rind slanting around fruit” metaphorical or literal?

Once you have done this, feedback your ideas to the class. Then, in a whole class discussion, decide whether your readings 
differed. If so, why might this be? What role did your knowledge about the context play in your interpretation of the poem? 
Did you find the information about the context useful or distracting, for example?
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