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Topical issues

Learner Resource 4 Newspeak explained

Newspeak is featured in George Orwell’s dystopian novel 1984. The purpose of Newspeak, in the novel, is to replace 
English as the official language of the fictional state Oceania. The aim is to simplify language and prevent users 
expressing or even thinking ideas which could go against the state ideals. At the time of the novel, the Newspeak 
dictionary has been revised several times to reduce the number of words. Fewer words mean fewer thoughts and 
greater control.

The vocabulary iss split into three areas (those of you with a mind for wider reading could look up how this system 
mirrors CK Ogden’s 1930s language concept of Basic English):

• A: Concrete physical things

• B: Political words

• C: Scientific or technical words

All words in the language function as both nouns and verbs which reduces the need for many words currently in 
English. For example, ‘knife’ is both the noun and verb which removes the need for the English verb ‘cut’.

Compounding of available words allows for new inventions (although these are mostly in the B vocabulary). 
“Goodthink” thus means a thought which is good and the act of thinking good thoughts.

A limited number of prefixes and suffixes are used to alter class and meaning.

Prefixes:

• Un- which negates the meaning of the word to which it is attached. For example, ‘cold’ becomes ‘uncold’. 
Incidentally, this removes the need for ‘warm’ in the vocabulary.

• Ante- means before.

• Plus- is an intensifier.

• Doubleplus- adds greater emphatic stress.

Suffixes:

• -ful which is used to create adjectives.

• -ed which is the only permissible past tense (the irregular past tense having been abolished).

• -wise which is used to create adverbs.


