
1

Introduction to Conversation

© OCR 2016 A Level English Language

Learner Resource 2 Conversation

Tasks 1 and 2

First of all, read aloud, discuss and analyse the two transcripts of conversation below (both taken from the OCR specimen 
paper for unit F651 of the old English Language specification).

Look for features of language (lexical, grammatical, syntactical and discoursal) which seem to be typical of speech, and 
different from other modes such as writing.

The first is of two professional sport fishers fishing together off the coast near New York.

Ken: it’s nice and peaceful out here (.) bit of a chop on the water (.) quite lumpy coming through wasn’t it?

Chris:  a bit lum a bit lumpy and a lot more breeze than we anticipated so we’re (.) we’re rigged with fly rods for spin 
and trolling*

Ken:  so how we going to start?

Chris:  I think our best option is to troll (.) armmm until we get a visual on some diving birds (.) there will be fish under 
there

Ken:  yes

Chris:  most likely blue fish

Ken:  so you’re going to start trolling with lures like this?

Chris:  yes hydrosquirt*

Ken:  clean on top nice erratic action under the water

Chris:  exactly (.) sometimes trolling out here you can even get a fluke*

Ken:  ALRIGHT

Chris:  if we get to the bottom (.) chances of stripers* but low (.) low percentage the water is warmer

Ken:  but mainly looking for?

Chris:  blue fish

Ken:  right (.) so we’re going to start fishing off the Coney Island flats* (.) err three miles an hour you say?

Chris:  about three knots

Ken:  three knots

Chris:  three three and a half knots

Ken:  alright let’s get those lines out

(later)

Ken:  see the birds falling down on that bait (.) on the lure (2) they’re right in among them (.) COME ON (.) err breaking 
the surface OH YEAH WOOHOO (.) FISH ON (.) WOO (.) this is a good fish

Chris:  it’s got shoulders

Ken:  AYYY (.) RIGHT into the bait ball there (.) WHAM (1) that was a lovely take (.) it was a good take Chris
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Chris:  looks like its got shoulders?

Ken:  ahh it’s a good fish

Chris:  good

Ken:  I mean it FEELS good (2) well that was GREAT that was absolutely great (.) the fish just bursting (.) the lure went 
smack in the middle of them (.) about four turns of the reel (.) wow (.) LOOK at the bend in that rod (.) that’s all 
good stuff (.) wooo hoo

trolling – fishing from a moving boat

lures – brightly coloured objects that attach to the fishing line that can be seen on the surface of the water

hydrosquirt – a type of lure

fluke – a type of fish

stripers – striped bass – a kind of fish

flats – shallow area of sea

Transcription key

(.) micropause

(2) pause in seconds

UPPER CASE stress/increased volume

Learner Resource 2
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Task 2

The following transcript is taken from a live national radio broadcast that is aimed at an under 14 audience. Leila and Phil 
are the adult presenters. Keira is 7 and a caller to the show. The studio has three children co-presenting the show.

Leila:  okay now um we’ve launched our Thursday competition called Hide and Squeak and um the prize is a beautiful 
t-shirt and the thing is you have to listen out for some funky barnyard noises that have been going out 
throughout today’s show (.) er Keira reckons that she knows erm the noise what she heard (.) hello Keira

Keira:  hello

Leila:  are you alright

Keira:  yeah

Leila:  good (.) did you have a good day at school today?

Keira:  yeah

Leila:  what did you do?

Keira:  we sang some carols for the Christmas carol concert

Leila:  OKAY some lovely carol singing going on getting into the festive spirit already

Phil:  have you got a solo?

Keira:  pardon?

Phil:  have you got a solo (.) in there (.) or are you just singing in the choir

Keira:  erm we’re just singing really

Phil:  okay sounds like yer (.) all sung out (.) your voice is a little tired there

Keira:  laughs

Leila:  Keira (.) what was the animal?

Keira:  was it a chicken?

Leila:  it WAS a chicken (.) everybody all go wild [sounds of clapping and cheering] and (.) you win your (.) okay

Phil:  you got a chicken at your home as well?

Keira:  [laughs]

Phil:  or was that us?

Leila:  no I think it was a chicken extra (.) there it goes (.) it’s out the door now [laughs]

Phil:  yeah okay chicken’s been done

Leila:  you win yourself a lovely t-shirt all nicely packaged up there for you so you enjoy that when it gets to you (.) 
okay?

Keira:  yeah

Leila:  alright take care

Keira:  bye

Learner Resource 2
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Phil:  all the best with the concert

Keira:  thanks

Leila:  bye (2) so (.) now (.) Emily Stephen and Josie do you have any favourite books?

Emily:  ah (.) I quite like Molly Moon that I mentioned earlier

Leila:  yes

Emily:  it’s sort of quite adventurous

Leila:  and is that how you are?

Emily:  erm not exactly (all the studio laughs loudly)

Leila:  alright cool (laughs) Stephen what about you?

Transcription key

(.) micropause

(2) pause in seconds
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Task 3 

Complete the speech terms task below:

Speech terms matching task frame

Match the following terms with the definitions and examples in the table below:

Colloquialism     Ellipsis     Self Repair   False start     Filler    Micropause     Contraction
Elision/Deletion     Voiced pause/non-verbal filler     Pause     Non-standard grammar

Technically ungrammatical forms which are common in speech I ain’t doing that 

We never done it

Words commonly used in spoken but not written language, or used in  
a different way

And she was like what him and I was 
like yeah

Accepted/standard forms where a sound has been missed out Don’t 

Can’t

Missed out words (frequently nouns/pronouns) Hope you’re ok

Missed out syllables/sounds: Goin’

An’

Correcting oneself: I’ll (.) he’ll be …

Changing tack; leaving an utterance unfinished and starting a new one If you want to (.) I would do it like this

Word/phrase which is not linked to the meaning of the utterance Y’ know 

Ok

Sound which has no meaning but fills a gap Mmm 

Erm 

Very short pause which punctuates speech (.)

Gap in spoken language which may act as utterance/turn boundary or  
indicate hesitation

(2)
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