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Learner Resource 6 Conversation

Using highlighters and brief annotations identify the following in the transcript below:

•	 Different topics in this conversation

•	 The moment when a topic is picked up and developed by a different speaker

•	 The moment when a topic shifts or changes, and how this is achieved

•	 Any unsuccessful attempts to either change the topic or return to an earlier one.

(Transcript of Passage A from Unit 2706, OCR English Language A Level June 2008, where some sixth form students 
discuss coffee).

L: does anyone actually like coffee 

T: i only actually ever tried it once and and and i i didnt like it

 // 

A: only tried once

T: i no i i like (2) i tried it once and i didnt like it at all and then i only (.) now i only drink 5  
cappuccino from starbucks cos its flavoured (1) i dont i think i dont like the taste or 
the smell of it 

 //

L: i love coffee 

A: i do love coffee 10 

T: but i like the cappuccino from starbucks 

A: why do 

T: i like that because its flavoured its raspberry

 // 

E: ooh 15

 // 

T: or banana

 // 

A: ooh

T:  flavouring 20

 L: have you ever tried the caramel coffee 

A:  yes 

L: that is good (.) and the vanilla coffee

E: i hate coffee i really hate coffee

 (laughter) 25
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T: and i hate it cos all the teachers smell of it 

A: yeah thats true its true 

T: does anyone like tea 

E: yes (.) tea is much better than coffee

T:  good 30 

L: i dunno (.) i dont really like it that much 

T: why do you why do you like (.) like coffee (.) i mean what do you what

 //

L:  no I do like tea as well

T: look (.) nobody asked you that  35

 (laughter)

T: why do you like (.) what do you (.) why

 (laughter)

L: because it tastes nice 

A: yeah i dunno   40

E: tea puts her to sleep 

T:  oh

E: it really does 

L: its like coffee wakes me up 

Transcription key 

L = LYNSEY

T = TIM

A = ANGELA

E = EMMA

bold = stressed sound/syllable

// = speech overlap 

(.) = micro-pause 

(1)= pause in seconds 

(laughter) = material that is not part of the talk being transcribed, e.g. laughter
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