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Families and Relationships

Learner Resource 3 Emerging types of families

This activity explores some of the different family types that have emerged recently in more detail. 

Consider the reasons for these family types emerging and compare these, are there similar reasons for the 
emergence of new family types?

Beanpole families
Read the following article on beanpole families to be found here: http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2002/
may/05/johnarlidge.theobserver and answer the following questions:

Questions:

1. Describe beanpole families.

2. Name two reasons for the increase in beanpole families.

3. What are the problems with the effect of beanpole families on children?

4. What is the sandwich generation?

5. What are boomerang children?

6. Why are beanpole families more damaging to women potentially?
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Living Apart Together: A New Family Form
Traditionally, according to Irene Levin (2004), marriage has been the social institution for couples that have been 
together for a long period. However, some decades ago, non-marital cohabitation began to appear in the western 
world as a new social institution. ‘Living apart together’ – the LAT relationship – is the most recent development, 
which seems to have the potential of becoming the third stage in the process of the emerging forms of close 
emotional relationships. In contrast to couples in ‘commuting marriages’, who have one main household in 
common, couples living in LAT relationships have one household each. Levin carried out research on data on 
the frequency of LAT relationships in Sweden and Norway, and explores the variation which exists within LAT 
relationships. Levin argues that the establishment of LAT relationships is the natural progression from a society 
where cohabitation has been established as a family structure.

Adapted from Current Sociology March 2004 vol. 52 no. 2 223-240

Questions
1. What are the three stages of close emotional relationships according to Levin?

2. Give two reasons why people choose LAT as a family structure. 

3. What does this suggest about how priorities have changed in family life?

4. Why do you think that Levin argues that cohabitation has to be established before LAT becomes commonly 
practised?
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