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Research methods and researching social inequalities - Section A

Student Resource 2 Positivism and interpretivism

Sociologists should collect data that can  
be counted and measured.

Research should aim to offer a rich and valid 
understanding of the groups being studied.

Researchers should try to get into the  
minds of those they are studying and understand 

things from their point of view. They should use the 
verstehen approach.

Researchers should use methods  
that generate statistics, such as questionnaires, 

structured interviews, experiments  
and content analysis.

Sociology should be seen as a rigorous scientific 
method like the natural sciences.

Researchers should use methods 
that enable the research to gain an in-depth 
understanding, such as in-depth interviews  

and observations.

Non-numerical data is far more useful  
for really getting a valid picture of social groups 

and their behaviour.

Humans often respond to their  
environment in a similar manner and therefore 

causal relationships can be identified.

Jack Douglas

Emile Durkheim

Each of the statements below reflects either a positivist or interpretivist approach.  
Identify which ones are which by highlighting them in different colours.
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Research methods and researching social inequalities - Section A

Student Resource 2 Teacher answers

Sociologists should collect data that can  
be counted and measured.

Research should aim to offer a rich and valid 
understanding of the groups being studied.

Researchers should try to get into the  
minds of those they are studying and understand 

things from their point of view. They should use the 
verstehen approach.

Researchers should use methods  
that generate statistics, such as questionnaires, 

structured interviews, experiments  
and content analysis.

Sociology should be seen as a rigorous scientific 
method like the natural sciences.

Researchers should use methods 
that enable the research to gain an in-depth 
understanding, such as in-depth interviews  

and observations.

Non-numerical data is far more useful  
for really getting a valid picture of social groups 

and their behaviour.

Humans often respond to their  
environment in a similar manner and therefore 

causal relationships can be identified.

Jack Douglas

Emile Durkheim

Each of the statements below reflects either a positivist or interpretivist approach.  
Identify which ones are which by highlighting them in different colours.


