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LEVEL 3 UNIT 9

AIM OF UNIT 
This unit aims to explore how the Performing Arts are affected 
by the social and political milieu in which they operate and 
will equip learners with practical ways to develop critical 
thinking skills, and integrate social and political perspectives 
into their understanding of the Performing Arts Industry. They 
will undertake research into national and local issues affecting 
the industry and produce a topical, in depth report about the 
issues that may well impact upon the performing arts industry 
and their own potential careers if they worked in the industry.



3

Researching Current Issues In Performing Arts Level 3 Unit 9

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING CRITERIA

Learning Outcome (LO)

The learner will:

Pass

The assessment criteria are 
the pass requirements for 
this unit.  

The learner can:

Merit

To achieve a merit the 
evidence must show that, in 
addition to the pass criteria, 
the learner is able to:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction the 
evidence must show that, 
in addition to the pass and 
merit criteria, the learner is 
able to:

1 Be able to apply a 
research methodology

P1 access resources to 
investigate aspects 
of Performing Arts 
organisations

2 Know issues 
currently affecting 
the Performing Arts 
industry 

P2 identify current 
potential challenges 
affecting the 
Performing Arts 
industry  

M1 create a ‘case study’ 
of any one local 
organisation focusing 
on a particular issue 
with possible future 
solutions.

3 Be able to edit and  
synthesise research 
data

P3 select potential 
evidence from research 
findings

4 Be able to 
communicate findings

P4 produce reports to 
present research 
findings

M2 plan an argument for 
or against a proposition 
taken from research 
findings

D1 present an argument 
for or against a 
proposition taken from 
research findings
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TEACHING CONTENT
The unit content describes what has to be taught to ensure that learners are able to access the highest grade.

Anything which follows an i.e. details what must be taught as part of that area of content.

Anything which follows an e.g. is illustrative. It should be noted that where e.g. is used, learners must know and be able to apply 
relevant examples to their work although these do not need to be the same ones specified in the unit content.

Be able to apply a research methology

Learners should be made familiar with the process and 
methodology of basic research:

•	 Selection of appropriate topic 

•	 Listing key words 

•	 The use of source cards, statements of purpose 

•	 Mind mapping a list of possible sources 

•	 Accessing sources such as the library, the internet, 
academic articles, local practitioners, arts organisations 
and politicians (those with culture and leisure type briefs) 

•	 Recording information in notes, notecards, interviews etc.

•	 Interpretation of research

•	 Discussion of findings

•	 Citations (e.g. Harvard system)

•	 Influence of ideology (e.g. political, social, epistemological, 
ethical).

Know issues affecting the Performing Arts Industry

•	 National and Local Arts organisations 

•	 Current issues affecting organisations such as funding, 
technological developments, lack of required/qualified 
skillset, audience retainment, education, training, 
government and local political policy.

Be able to edit and synthesise research data

Learners should be made familiar with strategies for analysing 
and editing findings:

•	  Using keypoints/keywords 

•	 Identifying common ideas

•	 Working in  groups

•	 Post-Its/Cluster 

•	 Review

•	 Compiling

•	 Structuring.

Be able to communicate findings

Presentation: medium and format, e.g. written document, 
lecture, demonstration, audio/video presentation, live 
performance, CD ROM, website/blog, references and sources, 
citations, footnotes, bibliography  and supporting evidence, 
appendices, interpretation and conclusions. 



5

Researching Current Issues In Performing Arts Level 3 Unit 9

DELIVERy GUIDANCE

Be able to apply a research methodology

Learners should access and evaluate information from 
different sources (statistics, scholarly journals, reference 
books, internet, people, e.g. artists and politicians), to get a 
broad sense of issues affecting the industry both historically 
and currently. Learners should be encouraged to extend their 
search beyond “The Web” and become aware of useful library 
information resources. It is important that learners are given 
the research tools to do the job and it is equally important 
that they are shown how to use them. To achieve this, there 
should be a least one formal session in which learners are 
shown how to carry out basic research; this should include 
the use of library catalogues and internet searchesas well as 
interview techniques. It would be useful to develop a strategy 
to use for researching topics that will assist in learners’ 
academic studies for other units or qualifications.

Know issues affecting the Performing Arts Industry

Learners should be directed to look at arts organisations both 
nationally, (reports, news, arts publications and current affairs) 
and locally (visits, interviews, published materials) and explore 
some of the issues currently affecting them. Ideally for this 
element, learners should access some first hand-information 
in their local area by contact with local artists/organisations 
and key political or council positions. This will help them 
to get a real sense of how current issues are affecting their 
experience of the industry and the challenges they may face 
in their own careers.

Be able to edit and synthesise research data

Learners need to be able to analyse and synthesise 
information from different sources and see how it fits into 
their research topic. Again, it is useful to develop strategies to 
maximize learners’ skills ensures for prganising information 
to important points are covered and that  accidental 
or intentional plagiarism is minimised.  They should be 
encouraged to view information from different points of view 
to ensure a balanced approach and be introduced to the 
effect of basic ideology here, such as, which ideology informs 
the information, or how data can be manipulated by the 
media and governments. 

Be able to communicate findings

Learners will need to present their findings from the research 
and it may be useful to introduce mini seminars or forums 
in which individuals are called upon to use their research 
notes to establish and defend a simple proposition e.g. ‘the 
company is currently under threat because…’. This will help 
them focus their research to address a particular idea and help 
them to avoid assumption and generalisation. 
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SUGGESTED ASSESSMENT SCENARIOS AND GUIDANCE ON ASSESSMENT

Assessment and Grading Criterion P1

Learners should keep portfolios of their research into the Performing Arts industry. These should include only the relevant 
research to the issue they have selected and may consist of reports, interviews, notes on lectures and demonstrations but 
learners should avoid the un-annotated inclusion of flyers, prospectuses and internet downloads as well as general handouts 
from teachers. Although there are no prescribed demands in the assessment of this criterion, after delivering the general 
landscape of the Performing Arts industry, teachers can choose to set briefs to learners that limit the scope of the research and 
provide for more structured evidence in the portfolios. Learners could include evidence in their portfolios of more detailed 
comparisons between organisations of different scale, art-form or locality and how the current issues are affecting them.

Assessment  and Grading Criteria P2/ M1

For P2 learners must identify and produce some detail on the issue/s affecting the industry. Learners should record their data 
in an appropriate format and show that they have utilised a range of sources in their research by providing a bibliography/
index/webography as appropriate.

For M1 learners should examine one organisation in their own area and discuss in depth their concerns regarding their own 
performance/future. This may be due to local or national political or educational policy and may or may not be representative 
of the national picture and the overall consequence of current issues on the industry.

Assessment  and Grading Criteria P3/ P4/ M2

For P3 on completion of the research, learners will edit and synthesise their research findings to identify an aspect to report on.

For P4 learners will produce a report about current issues in the Performing Arts industry identified by their findings. In doing 
so, they might be encouraged to produce for example, an audio visual presentation as part of which they will be required to 
identify the contexts and relevant parties affected by the issue explored. Alternatively they may wish to write an academic 
essay or conduct an introductory session for the group or a lecture/demonstrations or a combination of any of the above. 
Whichever method they choose to present their findings, it should present a focussed and detailed account of research and 
acknowledge research sources.  All presentation notes and DVD recordings should be retained for moderation.

For M2 learners will produce a plan which seeks to establish/defend a proposition/argument  related to the issue and should 
contain the following:

•	 establish a proposition derived from findings for P1, P2, P3

•	 an exploration of a specific context or related topic informed by the research carried out

•	 illustrations (e.g. graphic, video, model)

•	 a list of the authorities, sources consulted.

Assessment and Grading Criterion D1

Individual learners will present their argument to a group justifying their research findings. They must evaluate the process 
which will include a reasoned argument justified by both research findings and proposed outcomes and consistent reference 
to how research informed the process.
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LINKS TO NOS

Community Arts  Obtain and use research information

Community Arts  Keep up to date with developments in the arts

Music business  Develop an understanding of the music business and the value of different organisations

Business Enterprise Evaluate an existing business opportunity

Marketing  Evaluate the performance of marketing activities

Community Arts  Understand how your community arts organisation can meet market needs and satisfy customer  
   needs

Cultural Heritage Evaluate the customer, audience or visitor experience of a creative or cultural experience

Freelancing in the Creative and Cultural Industries Conduct research to develop your freelance work in the   
       creative and cultural industries

Freelancing in the Creative and Cultural Industries Set up to work as a freelancer in the creative and    
       cultural industries

Freelancing in the Creative and Cultural Industries Make presentations about your work as a freelancer   
       in the creative and cultural industries

Freelancing in the Creative and Cultural Industries Keep up to date about the subsector in which you    
       work and the creative and cultural industries to inform your   
       freelance work



CONTACT US
Staff  at the OCR Customer Contact Centre are available to take your call 
between 8am and 5.30pm, Monday to Friday. 
We’re always delighted to answer questions and give advice.

Telephone 02476 851509
Email cambridgetechnicals@ocr.org.uk
www.ocr.org.uk


