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Lesson Element
Bandura Procedure Worksheet 2
Bandura Pre-Test
Read the character profiles of the nine children below. On your own put them into three categories (three in high, three in medium and three in low aggression). Write their names in the coloured boxes below.
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Compare the children you put into each category with the person next to you.  
Did you agree?  How much did you agree? What would have helped you to achieve a higher level of agreement?

In psychology, researchers will often get two or more independent observers to observe the same participant/event. This is to test if multiple observers agree with each other on what they saw.  If there is high level of agreement you can say that you have high inter-rater reliability.

In Bandura’s experiment the children were rated on 4 characteristics on a 5 point scale:

Physical Aggression

1     2     3     4     5

This was done by an experimenter and a nursery school teacher both of whom were well acquainted with the children. The four measures were: 
1. Physical aggression.
2. Verbal aggression.
3. Aggression towards inanimate objects. 
4. Aggressive inhibition.
The inter-rater reliability between the experimenter and the nursery school teacher was high (.89).  This shows that there was a high level of inter-rater reliability.
Much like the task on the previous page, Bandura then arranged participants into groups of three, depending on their levels of aggression.  So three children with high aggression would be placed together and then placed into different conditions (one in each).




What was the purpose of matching the aggression levels of the participants and then placing them in different groups? Discuss with a partner then write your answer below.

Name: Graham


Once was seen throwing a pencil at another child and calling the other child names.  No signs of any other aggression.





Name: Toby


First child to swear in class.  Has been told off numerous times for fighting.  Easily wound up.





Name: Alex


No history of aggression.  Despite being called names he remains calm and placid.





Name: Jo


Inanimate objects beware! Jo has been seen throwing a variety of objects around the room.  Some history of physical aggression.





Name: Isabelle


Had to be told off for a fight with fellow student.  Was being teased and retaliated.  No harm was done.  No other aggressive acts.





Name: Rachel


Not aggressive.  Occasionally wound up by others but only reaction is mild verbal aggression.





Name: Raj


Very calm.  No signs of physical or verbal aggression.  Deals with anger well.





Name: James


Kicked goal post during PE.  Swore at himself when he missed an open goal.  No signs of physical aggression towards others.





Name: Sarah


Verbally quite aggressive.  Often calls other kids names.  Rarely uses physical violence but once pushed a child off her bike.





Low Aggression








Medium Aggression








High Aggression

















1 in no model (Control group) condition








3 high aggression children








1 in aggressive model condition








1 in non-aggressive model condition
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