[image: image1.png]OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA






Lesson Element 

Hancock Procedure
Individual Differences Core Study  

Key Theme – Measuring Differences 

Hancock et al. (2011) Language of Psychopaths 

Summary and background

Hancock investigated the language used by psychopaths. Hancock interviewed psychopaths and non-psychopaths and asked them all to describe their murder in as much detail as possible. The interviews were then analysed by two computerised content analysis programmes. Several differences between psychopaths and non-psychopaths were found including the amount of cause and effect phrases, such as because used (significantly more by psychopaths), words relating to basic needs (significantly more by psychopaths) and the number of disfluencies used (significantly more by psychopaths). Psychopaths also included less social needs, such as family in their speech. 
Questions to consider throughout the task
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Are all murderers psychopaths?

Are all psychopaths murderers?

What do we mean by reliability? What do we mean by validity?

Can something affect both reliability and validity?
Hancock Procedure
	Validity 1 - ‘Is the study measuring what it is supposed to measure?’

	Would the participants be affected by demand characteristics (did they know the purpose of the study)?

	

	Do we know that participants were telling the truth? Why might they lie?

	


	Validity 2 - ‘Is the study measuring what it is supposed to measure?’

	Could the interviewers have been biased?

	

	Is there any reason to believe that the participants were not psychopaths? (The cut-off point was 25.)

	

	Were there any other factors that could have influenced the language the participants used?

	

	Reliability - ‘Is the study consistent?’

	Where does inter-rater reliability come into this study?

	

	Did all participants experience the same procedure?

	

	What are the benefits of using two computer programmes to analyse language?

	

	Ethics - 'Does the study break any ethical guidelines?’

	Consent?

	

	Deception?

	

	Withdrawal?

	

	Confidentiality?

	

	Research Method - 'What method was used to investigate this study?’

	Identify the research method used:

	

	How would the strengths and weaknesses of this research method affect this study?

	

	Data – ‘What type of data was collected?’

	How was data recorded?

	

	Were the findings quantitative or qualitative? Explain why.

	

	How might the strengths and weaknesses of this type of data affect this study?

	

	Sample – ‘Who were the participants that took part in the study?’

	What was the sample in the study?

	

	Does the sample have population validity? Is the sample generalisable?

	

	Why does it matter that all of the participants were murderers?

	


Hancock (2011) Evaluation Worksheet
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