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Lesson Element
Hypothesis writing guide 
To write an alternate hypothesis
1. Identify the IV conditions & DV. 

2. Decide whether you want one or two-tailed.

3. Insert the IV conditions and the DV into the relevant writing frame.

4. Alter the wording so it reads correctly.
Writing Frames
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Alternate hypothesis 
This is a directional (one-tailed) hypothesis

OR

This is a non-directional (two-tailed hypothesis)

An example:  example – If the aim of the study was to find out whether men with beards are more intelligent (based on an IQ test score) than men who do not have a beard, the writing frames would be applied as follows: 

Top tip: If the exam question just asks for an alternate hypothesis give a two-tailed. It’s easier and you can turn into a Null in a flash!

Null hypotheses
To write a null hypothesis – just amend a two-tailed hypothesis; make sure you say “no significant difference” when referring to the DV. Always start with “There will be no significant difference….”

“Participants who [IV condition 1] will …….. ….significantly more/less [DV] than participants who [IV condition 2].”





“There will be a significant difference in the [DV] if the participants [IV condition 1] compared to participants [IV condition 2]”





“Participants who [have a beard] will be measured on an IQ test as significantly more/less [intelligent] than participants who [do not have a beard].





“There will be a significant difference in the [IQ score] if the participants [with a beard] compared to participants [without a beard]”





“There will be no significant difference in the [DV] of the participants [IV condition 1] compared to participants [IV condition 2]. Any difference will be due to chance.”
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